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GOV. WILLIAM B. MAKSHALL. 

VICB-PRESIDBNTS. 

1. MAJ. GEN. H. H. SIBLEY, 

2. A. H. CATHCABT, 

3. BEV. JOHN IBELAND. 

SECRETARY. 

J. FLETCHEB WILLIAMS. 

TREASURER. 

PETEB BERKEY. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

BEV. JOHN MATTOCKS, CHABLES E. MAYO, 

CAPT. B. BLAKELEY, GEO. A. HAMILTON, 

S. Y. McMASTEBS, D. D., LL. D., JAMES P. POND, 

HON. H. M. BICE, WM. H. KELLEY, 

D. W. INGEBSOLL, WM. B. DEAN, 

JUDGE s. J. B. McMillan, bobebt o. sweeney, 

D. A. BOBEBTSON, HENBY H. EAMES, 

HON. A. GOODBICH, A. J. HILL, 

HON. JNO. D. LUDDEN, S. B. WOOLWOBTH, 

DB. C. DbMONTBEVILLE, And the officers of the Society. 



TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP, ETC. 



[Extract f^om the Constitution.] 

Tho Society shall consist of Active, Corresponding and 
Honorary Members. Active Members shall consist of per- 
sons residing in the State of Minnesota. Corresponding 
Members shall consist of persons residing elsewhere, who 
feel an interest in the society and its objects, and are willing 
to aid it by representing it in their vicinity, and procuring 
donations for its library and cabinet. Honorary Members 
shall consist of persons distinguished for their literary or 
scientific attainments, particularly in the department of 
American history. 

Each Active Member shall, on admission, pay one dol- 
lar as an initiation fee, and one dollar per year as annual 
dues. 

Any person, by paying the sum of twenty-five dollars at 
one time, may be elected a Life Member, and shall thereafter 
be free from the payment of annual dues. 



The rooms of the Society are at present in IngersolPs 
Block, Third Street, St. Paul. 

The Executive Council meets on the second Monday evening 
of each month. The meetings are open and free for all to 
attend. 



REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 



In presenting the thirteenth annual report of the Society, 
the Executive Council must, at the outset, refer in terms of 
undisguised gratification to its vastly improved condition and 
prospects. Never, during any previous year of the Society, 
have we made such rapid, solid, substantial progress as this 
year. Indeed, in some respects, we have Accomplished more 
than in all the previous career of the Society. 

PROGRESS MADE. 

Our members have largely increased ; our library and cab- 
inet have almost doubled ; our exchange list has been enlarged 
and made to yield us valuable returns ; our finances been 
greatly improved ; our list of correspondents and donors more 
than trebled ; our members greatly increased ; an interest 
and pride awakened in the Society among all classes of our 
citizens; our eflfectiveness greatly increased by means 
of standing committees, who have been appointed for the 
first time this year ; through the repeated publication of our 
proceeding by the press of the state, the name of the Histor- 
ical Society has become familiar to all our citizens, where a 
few months ago it was almost unknown ; while our meetings, 
once slimly attended and frequently without a quorum, are 
now often too large for our limited rooms to accommodate. 

INCREASE OF THE LIBRARY. 

The rapid increase of the Library has been one of the prin- 
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cipal features of the success alluded to. The additions to 
the library the past year far exceed those of any year 
hitherto. During the 1867 there were added to it as follows : 
Bound volumes, 118 ; unbound volumes and pamphlets, 758 ; 
total, exclusive of duplicates, 876. Making the total num- 
ber of bound and unbound volumes now in the library 
about 3,300. This is in addition to some 85 unbound vol- 
umes of magazines and serials, and 71 unbound volumes of 
state laws and documents, the latter comprising a complete 
set from the organization of the territory. 

The comparative increase of the library for several years 
past may be gathered from the following statement : 



No. Be- 






Total in 




portedin 


Books. 


Pamphlets. 


Library. 


Increase. 


1858, - 


- 441 


148 


589 


289 . 


1860, 


623 


307 


980 


341(2 y's) 


1864, - 


- 826 


1,236 


2,062 


1,132(4 y's) 


1866, 


958 


1,286 


2,244 


182(2 y's) 


1867, - 


- 1,037 


1,378 


2,415 


171 


1868, 


1,155 

CHARAOTK 


2,136 
B OF Tiu: I 


3,291 

LDDITIONS. 


876 



Of the above works, all were donated, except two vol- 
umes, costing $8.14. The gratifying increase of our libra- 
ry was accomplished without any special eflEbrt. From the 
opening to the close of the year there was a constant stream 
of donations pouring in. 

While every library, formed of donations, finds a con- 
siderable proportion of its accessions of small value, we 
have been singularly fortunate in avoiding this. With 
scarce an exception, all the accessions have been valuable 
and interesting, and among them are several rare works, 
that could not have been purchased at any price, because not 
in market. 

PRINCIPAL DONATIONS. 

From the city of Bergamo, Italy, we have received twen- 
ty-five copies of their work on Beltrami, dedicated to the 
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Soci^yy indading one magnificently bound presentation 
- copy, with autographs of the city officers and corporate 
seal, together with a yaluable crayon portrait ot Beltrami, 
now framed and hanging in our rooms. G. W. Fahnestock 
presents us with seyeral volumes on the North American 
Indians, greatly adding to the yalue and completeness of our 
already fine collection on that subject ; also, a copy of his 
elegant privately printed genealogy, the "Wolff Memorial ;'' 
and a scrap book containing one hundred rebel odes, printed 
during the rebellion, and secured by him at yarious times 
with great trouble and expense, some of them- costing one 
dollar each ; besides a yaluable collection of pamphlets re- 
lating to American History, numbering 365. CoL Charles 
Whittlesey donates a large paper copy of his History of 
Cleveland. The venerable Major Taliaferro contributes 
thirty-four bound volumes, many of them valuable and rare, 
seventeen pamphlets, and a most valuable collection of MSS. 
on early Minnesota History. From Major General J. Watts 
De Peyster, several rare old volumes and pamphlets. Capt. 
C. K. Davis presents " An Impartial History of the Bebel- 
lion and Civil Wars in England^ during the reign of Charles 
the First" — ^a scarce and yaluable work. Oscar Stephenson 
donates << a collection of the Acts of the General Assembly 
of Virginia in force in 1794." Charles Trowbridge a copy 
of the first edition of that very rare work, " Williams' His- 
tory of Vermont." By Col. Wm. Crooks, a copy of ** Nic- 
ollet's Eeport," also quite scarce, and needed to complete 
our department on early Travels and Explorations in Min- 
nesota. The Cincinnati Historical Society sends us several 
rare volumes on Western History, and the Chicago Histori- 
cat Society has been very liberal in its donations. Bobert 
Clarke, of Cincinnati, Dr. John H. Hynson, Dr. A. K. 
Smith, Chauncey K. Williams, E. Slocum, and others, 
have also contributed rare and valuable works. 

Rev. Geo. Gale, F. A. Holden, D. W. Hoyt, &c., have 
contributed their genealogies to our collection on that sub- 
ject, and Prof. T. S. Parvin several volumes on Iowa His- 
tory. 
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OUB PAMPHLET COLLEOTION. 

During the year our pamphlet collection has been largely 
increased, 758 having been donated, exclusive of duplicates, 
by 52 donors, bemg eight times the number received last 
year. It is astonishing to us how little value is generally 
attached to these modest, unpretending publications. Under 
their ordinary looking covers is often hid the most precious 
historical material. They form, in the estimation of Webster, 
<<the elements of history." We urge our members and 
correspondents to increased diligence in rescuing them from 
destruction, and sending them to us. Our collection is 
already becoming valuable, comprising 2,146 pamphlets and 
unbound volumes. There is scarcely one that is not a val- 
uable contribution to history, many of them being rare and 
interesting. The principal donors this year have been 
G. W. Fahnestock, 365, carefully selected, about 100 of 
which are ** war pamphlets," now so much sought after by 
collectors; J.P.Williams, 102; William F. Phelps, 63, 
on educational and scientific subjects ; C. E. Mayo, 39 ; 
Geo. H. Morgan, St. Louis, 30; Chauncey K. Williams, 
31 ; Chicago Historical Society, 30, &c. 

9 

3MCANUSOEIPT8. 

Our collection of manuscripts is also fast increasing. 
During the year we had a most important accession, of 216 
MSS., all donated by Maj. Taliaferro, consisting of copies 
of diaries kept by him at Fort Snelling, 1819 — 1849 ; auto- 
graph letters of Gen. Taylor, Cass, Nicollet, Gen. Scott, 
Josiah Snelling and others, and mmibers of letters contain- 
ing valuable material for the history of those days. 

POBTRAITS AND PIOTUBES. 

In addition to the splended crayon portrait of Beltrami, 
before mentioned, BeV. John Ireland has donated a hand- 
somely framed portrait of Rt. Rev. Joseph Cretin, deceased, 
first bishop of St. Paul; and by Maj. Taliaferro, of I. N* 
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Nicollet, copied from an ivory portrait presented by N. him« 
self to Mrs. Taliaferro. We have a number of portraits 
promised, which may soon adorn our walls. There are now 
artists in our State capable of executing the best oil por- 
traits, and we request of our old pioneers that they procure 
theirs and donate to us. 

Prof. Wm. P. Phelps also donates us two interesting 
Washington souvenirs, — ^a view of his headquarters at 
TrentpD, N. J., 1777, and a facsimile of his celebrated 
letter of thanks to *< the white robed choir" of young ladies 
who greeted him with songs on his entrance to the same 
city in 1789. Both are framed and on our walls. We 
have also been promised by Hon. H. M. Rice, and Bishop 
Whipple, portraits of Indian celebrities of the State. 

THE MUSEUM AND CABINET. 

Important additions have ^ also been made to the museum 
and cabinet of natural history. Mr. R. O. Sweeney, curator 
of the- Natural History department, has steadily pursued his 
object of making a full set of the birds and reptilia, and, to 
some extent, the mammalia of our state. During the year 
he has prepared and added 14 handsomely stuffed birds to 
our collection, besides other specimens. Dr. Mattocks and 
Dr. H. H. Eames, each present one. Several of these are 
our largest wild birds, pelicans, eagles, etc. 

The cabinet of minerals and shells has been considerably 
increased by several donors, but owing to our limited room, 
we have no place to display them. 

Our collection of coins has received 37 additions, some of 
them rare and valuable, while our museum of curiosities and 
archsBology is slowly growing ; the fact that we have utterly 
no room to display articles being a hindrance to its more 
rapid increase 

A full list of donations, which we cannot find room to 
enumerate here, will be found in the appendix. Prominent 
among them is a large box of weapons, costumes, and do- 
mestic articles from Polynesia, collected by the Wilkes Ex- 
ploring Expedition, and donated by the Smithsonian Insti- 
2 
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tute ; a fragment of the boiler of the John Eumsey, (that 
exploded Nov. 4, 1864, with such a fearful loss of life), 
thrown 800 yards, donated by Hon. John S. Prince ; two 
remarkably fine pieces of aboriginal pottery, dug up 70 feet 
below the surface of the ground, by A. Van Vorhes, Still- 
water ; an impression from the card plate of Gen. Washing- 
ton, used for invitations to his presidential levees, dated 
** 179-." Col. H. Tindall, of St. Paul, also presents a very 
fine birch bark canoe, made by the Chippewas, a valuable 
specimen, illustrating the life and customs of one of the fast 
disappearing races that once owned our soil. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Our collection of state newspapers has already become an 
important and valuable feature of our library. During the 
past year a number of Minnesota publishers /have been solic- 
ited to contribute their journals for preser\'ation and bind- 
ing, and, in almost every instance have generously done so. 
We now receive and file, 4 quarterly ; 4 monthly magazines ; 
42 weekly papers, and 3 dailies, a list of which is given in 
the appendix. 

We have also' been promised, and hope soon to receive, a 
very valuable lot of over 75 volumes of Minnesota papers, 
covering the period of the rebellion and Indian war, a period 
usually prolific of material for the history of our state, and 
during which, owing to the suspension of the Society, our 
own files were deficient. Added to our collection made pre- 
vious to that interregnum, this donation will give us firll and 
unbroken files of most of the newspapers of the state from 
^their establishment down to the present time. 

EXTENT OP OUE PEESENT COLLECTION. 

We have on our shelves over seventy-five, and possibly one 
hundred volumes, (counting three years of a weekly paper 
one volume,) of our State papers, which should speedily be 
bound for their security against loss and damage, and for 
facility of reference. Among them are files of St. Paul 
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papers, reaching back to the issue of the first paper in the 
Territory, and almost unbroken to the present time. 

We ought really to characterize these as the . most valua- 
ble part of our collections. They contain full and other- 
wise inacessible materials for the historian, biographer and 
statistician, and will soon make our library the resort of 
students of every class. But few, very few persons pre- 
serve newspaper files. Hence, after a few years, a complete 
set becomes very scarce and valuable. A library like our 
own is the proper place to find them, and we beg our mem-- 
bers to secure and forward to us any volumes, or even odd 
numbers, of previous years, they may have, so as to make 
our set as complete as possible. We ought to have in our 
collection^ a copy of every paper ever printed in the state^ 
and perhaps can have if our members exert themselves to 
accomplish it. It should be done noWy as every year adds 
to the difficulty of obtaining the earlier volumes or num- 
bers. 

Steps should be taken by the Society to bind up our 
newspapers at once. It is estimated that $200 or $250 will 
be needed for this purpose. 

MEETINGS. , 

During the year 1867, one annual meeting, twelve 
monthly, one special, (the Carver anniversary,) and one 
field meeting were held. • It is worthy ot note that this was 
the first year of our existence during which not a single meet- 
ing of the executive council failed for the want of a quorum, 
and generally the room was crowded. The greatest interest 
has been manifested at these meetings of the Society, and 
the press of the city have given full reports of their pro- 
ceedings, thus keeping our members throughout the state 
constantly informed concerning our progress. 

THE CARVER CENTENARY. 

On May 1st, 1867, the hundredth anniversary of the 
treaty of Jonathan Carver with the Naudowessies [Sioux] , 
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held at ** the great cave," now within the limits of this city, 
was duly celebrated by the society, and was a most interest- 
ing occasion, being the first centenary of any event connec- 
ted with the history of our state yet celebrated. The mem- 
bers visited the Cave in the afternoon, enjoying the incident 
very highly. In the evening the society assembled at their 
rooms and listened to the reading of an interesting paper on 
the *' Life and Travels of Jonathan Carver," by Rev. John 
Mattocks. Other very interesting exercises followed, mak- 
ing the occasion a highly profitable one to those present. 
G. W. Fahnestock, Esq., of Philadelphia, an honorary 
member of the Society, whose previous donations had been 
most liberal, was present, and generously offered to defray 
the expenses of publishing an account of the anniversary 
celebration, which offer was accepted and the pamphlet soon 
after printed and distributed. 

riELD MEETING. 

On September 25, the Society held a Field Meeting at 
Lake Minnetonka, 30 miles from the city, to explore the 
aboriginal mounds in that vicinity. The excursion was 
numerously attended and greatly enjoyed by the members. 
Two mounds were opened, the latter yielding by far the 
finest remains yet exhumed in the State, four complete 
skulls being found. It is proposed to continue these Field 
Meetings next season, and explore' other tumuli at different 
points, under direction of the Archselogical committee. 
They are conducted without expense to the Society. 

MEMBEBS. 

During the year, there were elected thirty active mem- 
bers, seven honorary, and fourteen corresponding. The 
whole number now on our roll is 210. The gentlemen 
elected are all persons taking a deep interest in our Society, 
and many of them, both before and since their election, 
have made us valuable donations. 

There have been no life members elected for several 
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years* In 1856, without much effort, a number of Life 
Memberships, ($25 each,) were sold, and it is believed that 
the list could be largely increased now by wealthy and 
liberal gentlemen who have since become residents, thus 
securing a fund for the purchase of books, binding, &c., 
or to constitute a permanent endowment, the interest of 
which only should be used for those purposes. 

NEOBOLOGY OP THE TEAB. 

During the year 1867, only two members of the Society 
died, Hon. Chas. A. Warner, of Chaska, and Socrates 
Nelson, of Stillwater. Mr. Warner was a member of the 
Executive Council from 1864 to 1867, and while in the Legis- 
lature, took a deep interest in the Society. A biography, 
to be placed among our material for future publication, is 
in preparation. 

Mr. Nelson was one of the oldest members of the Society, 
having joined on its organization, in 1849. An obituary, 
prepared by one of its members, has been published. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The eighth number of our Annals, (the third of the new 
series,) was issued in February last, and at once distributed 
to members and sister societies. It is a neat pamphlet of 
eighty pages. The first series are now exhausted, and we 
have no copies on hand. 

EXCHANGES. 

From our sister societies we have received numerous 
favors, acknowledged 'in the list of donors elsewhere. 
During the year, our exchange list has been largely increas- 
ed, and now embraces almost every society in the country. 
By direction of the Executive Council, the Secretary trans- 
mitted twenty numbers of our last annals to the Smithsonian 
Institute for foreign exchanges, from which returns have 
already been received. 
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Nearly every State which has a Historical Society grants 
the same quantities of its publications for exchanges. Feel- 
ing the want of material of this kind, application was made 
by the Secretary to the State officers for such documents. 
Adjutant General Van Cleve generously donated fifteen 
copies of his report and Secretary Rogers fifteen copies 
of the Executive Documents. We are also indebted 
to Governor Marshall, Auditor Mcllrath, M. H. Bunnell, 
and others, for similar favors. 

PAFEBS BEAD. 

During the year, five original papers were read by mem- 
bers, as follows : *' The Pre- Adamite Man," by Dr. H. H. 
Eames; *' Life and Travels of Jonathan Carver," by Rev. 
John Mattocks ; ** The Ancient Indian Mounds and Fortifi- 
cations," by Col. Wm. H. Nobles ; << Biography of Rev. L. 
Gaultier," by Rev. John Ireland ; and *' Memoir of Lemuel 
Bolles," by John D. Ludden. Two of these have already 
been published — ^the paperon Carver, in our Carver pamphlet, 
and the memoir of Father Gaultier by the Northwestern 
Chronicle. 

WORKS ON MINNESOTA. 

Our collection of works on Minnesota, and of works 
printed in this State, steadily increases. Four bound vol- 
umes and a number of pamphlets, printed within the year, 
were received, as well as a large number issued in prior 
years. We now point ,with pride to over fifty bound vol- 
umes and 200 pamphlets, relating exclusively to our State, 
and we hope ere long to have every book and pamphlet ever 
printed in Minnesota, or elsewhere, relating to it. Our suc- 
cess in this direction already is gratifying. We have the 
finest collection of works on our own State within its borders. 
When, last summer, a gentleman from the East inquired at 
the state library for information on Minnesota, a gilt edged 
copy of ** Neill's History," and Bond's *< Minnesota and its 
Resources," (1852), were all that could be found on the sub- 
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ject. On our shelves, however, the visitor will find copies 
of Hennepin, Carver, (several editions) , Le Hontan, Charle- 
voix, Beltrami, Pike, Long, Perrot, Nicollet, and others — 
works rare and valuable, and scarcely to be had at any price. 

MANUSCRIPT PAPERS ON MINNESOTA. 

We have also among our MSS., much valuable material 
on Minnesota history, that should ere long be printed, if our 
means permit. Our members and others are continually 
adding to our stock of material, and several have now in 
preparation valuable and important papers, such as sketches 
of the early settlement of towns and counties of the state, 
biographies of the early pioneers, histories of companies or 
regiments engaged in the Indian war or the rebellion, ac- 
counts of Indian massacres and battles, adventures in the 
early settlement of the territory, etc., etc. ; all of which will 
be of inestimable value in a few years, when the events and 
actors of to-day shall all have " passed into history." 

ARCHEOLOGY. 

The committee on Archaeology have had under considera- 
tion the subject of the ancient artificial earthworks — 
**mounds" — of our state, thinking that such remains, from 
their liability to destruction by the progress of settlement, 
required their first and most earnest attention. The means 
of the Society permitting but the most trifling expenditures, 
DO surveys have been made, and but little explorations or 
excavations into the mounds have been made. However, in 
order to obtain general information of localities where earth- 
w^orks of the kind exist, and descriptions of their character, 
a circular was printed last August, and widely distributed. 
Though but little has hitherto been done in this field of in- 
quiry, yet it is hoped that within a few years, if moderate 
means are placed at the disposal of the committee, accurate 
information will have been obtained of the positions and 
character of the remains of the' mound-builders of this re- 
gion, and many relics collected of their implements, rude. 
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though they are, compared to those of Ohio and the Lower 
Mississippi. 

SCIENTIFIC. 



g 



Some progress has been made by the Society in procurin 
scientific information of value to the state. At the instance 
of a member of the Society, one of the engineers of the 
Northern Pacific Eailroad, Mr, Anthony Jones, made careful 
astronomical observations for the purpose of ascertaining the 
latitude of St. Paul, and also the variation of the magnetic 
needle at that point and St. Cloud. The results were as 
follows : 

Sept. 21, 1867— Variation of needle at St. Paul by greatest elongation 
of Polaris— 11 deg. 22 mtn. E. 

Sept. 23, 1867— Latitude of flag-staff on Capitol Building, St. Paul, by 
meridian altitude of Polaris— 44 deg. 66 min. 13.6 sec. N. 

Oct. 17, 1867— Variation of needle at St. Cloud, by equal altitudes of 
Polaris— 11 deg. 02 min. E, 

It would be very desirable, in addition to the above, to 
have the difference of longitude (time) between this city, at 
least, and Milwaukee or Chicago, which could be done by 
means of concerted signals by the electric telegraph, and it 
is to be regretted that the liberal offer of Col. Graham (now 
deceased,) made over four years ago, was not accepted by 
the Legislature or City Council, or by the private action of 
prominent citizens themselves. His offer was, that if the 
mere traveling expenses of himself and two assistants were 
paid, he would that winter determine the geographical posi- 
tions of St. Paul, Stillwater, and any other points that might 
be desirable. 

Dr. A. K. Smith, U. S. A., of Fort Snelling, has prepared 
and presented to the Society monthly reports of the meteor- 
ology of that post, carefully and elaborately drawn up, and 
which will be of great ultimate value. 

' BEI^TRAMI, AND HIS NATIVE CITY. 

A pamphlet concerning one of the early explorers of Min-^ 
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nesota, Constantine Beltrami, printed at Bergamo^ in the 
north of Italy, many years since, accidentally came to the 
notice of Mr. A. J. Hill, of this Society, then in the service, 
and temporarily stationed at Washington. Desirous of 
learning more concerning Beltrami, he addressed a letter to 
the chief Magistrate of Bergamo. - The letter was handed to 
Signor Gabriel Bosa, the author, editor of the Provincial 
Journal of Brescia, who kindly sent several copies. Some 
further correspondence occurred in reference to the papers 
of Beltrami, which so gratified the city council of Bergamo, 
by showing an interest in their townsman in so far off a land 
as Minnesota, they resolved to collect together such biograph- 
ical notices and letters as they could, and the result of their 
action is shown in the handsome volume dedicated to this 
Society, and the picture before noticed. A letter of thanks, 
written by the President of this Society, elegantly engrossed 
on parchment, was sent to the municipality of Bergamo 
through the Department of State. 

OUR FINANCES. 

The total receipts of the year from the state, including the 
balance remaining from last year's appropriation, was $781. 
This has been expended as follows : 



Rent, - - - - - 


- $150 00 


Printing,- _ . _ 


250 00 


Salaries, _ . - 


- 100 00 


Postage and Express, 


25 00 


Stationery, - - - - 


- 10 00 


Books and Magazines, - 


30 00 


Furniture and Shelving, 


- 85 00 


Debts incurred in previous years, 


- * 50 00 


For the Cabinet and Museum, 


- 25 00 


Fuel, Lights and Sundries, 


20 00 


Balance unexpended, - - - 


- 55 00 



$781 00 

The small appropriation made by the State,' has been care- 
3 
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fully husbanded, and we have never accomplished bo much 
on the same sum as this year. 

There is yet due from the state, five years' appropriations, 
from 1859 to 1864, (less $300), which should have been 
made under the act of March 1, 1856, appropriating $500 
annually to the Society, but which were not made at the 
time, as the State was struggling under financial embarrass- 
ments, and the Society did not press their payment. As 
the State is now able to liquidate this arrearage, which 
amount is legally due the Society, it is to be hoped that the 
whole, or part of the amount, ($2,200), will be cancelled 
this year. Perhaps a better plan would be to receive it in 
installments of $500 annually ; thus, (in addition to our pres- 
ent annual appropriation) securing to us a revenue of $1,000 
annually, which amount would enable us to meet all desired 
expenditures. 

PROPERTY. 

The library and cabinet of the Society, at a fair valuation, 
(based on the present market prices of scarce books, coins, 
etc., ascertained from recent sales of collections), is worth at 
least $5,000. With trifling exceptions, this collection is all 
the result of donations, showing our facility for collecting a 
valuable library without expense to the state, if our incidental 
expenses are only paid. 

• 

OUR ROOMS. 

Allusion has been made to the fact that we long since out- 
grew our present rooms, (in IngersoU's Block), and can use 
them now for little more than mere store rooms for our col- 
lection. To procure new and larger apartments is an abso- 
lute necessity, and yet the question arises how can we do so? 
To rent rooms such as we ought to have, will cost from $300 
to $500 annually, thus exhausting our entire appropriation, 
and leaving nothing for other expenses. And again, even 
if we secure larger and more cheerful rooms, the advantage 
will be but small,' unless we adopt some plan by which they 
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can be kept open, and our library made accessible to the 
public. 

DUTIES OF SEOBETABY AND LIBRARIAN. 

Indeed, it hOfS also become a necessity that this should be 
done. Hitherto, the duties of Librarian and Secretary 
have been performed gratuitously, or for a nominal com- 
pensation, but the labors of the office have increased so 
rapidly for a year or two past, that no'one properly qualified 
can be found, who is able to spare time from his business 
to perform those duties as they should be done. This 
arrangement cannot, therefore, be longer depended on. 
A change in this, matter is demanded, and its importance is 
too vital to our success to defer the movement much longer. 
We ought to have the exclusive services of a competent 
Secretary and Librarian, whose time can be given to increas- 
ing and caring for our collection, and attending to the cor- 
respondence and exchanges of the Society. Under such an 
arrangement, our collection would double in a year, our list 
of correspondents and contributors wou\d greatly increase, 
while, as far as the collection of << material illustrative of 
the history of the State — and exhibiting faithfully the an- 
tiquties, and the past, and present resources of Minnesota" 
are concerned, — which duty we are now charged with by 
statute, — we are losing most valuable time for want of some 
one to glean in that field, before the material is lost, and 
the .actors who can supply it have passed away. 

A LARGER APPROPRIATION NEEDED. 

But it is of course impossible to carry out such a plan 
without increased appropriations from the state. Our revenue 
from membership fees and dues yields us but little, and a 
generation or two may elapse before we have the wealth and 
population in this state -to support such a society by mem- 
bership fees alone, or by the revenue from endowments. 
It is to the state, then, that we must look for our principal 
support, and that support should be one adequate to our best 
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development and success » and worthy of the important 
objects of the society. 

THE SOOIETT A STATE INSTITUTION, 

The Historical Society is not a private corporation, nor a 
local institution. It is a State institution — a department of 
State — ^recognized as such in its constitution and statutes, 
and as much so as its State University, its Agricultural 
College, its Normal Schools, or its eleemosynary institutions, 
all of which it supports liberally from its public funds. 
Membership in the Society is open to any citizen at a nom- 
inal sum. Our members receive no reward or fee for their 
labors. They are given for the benefit- of the public — ^the 
people of the state. Hence, in asking merely that our 
expenses be paid, we deem that we have a meritorious 
and worthy claim. 

neoe;ssity or a public libeary. 

With a system of public schools fast rivaling those of 
eastern states, with an endowment of public land that must 
forever give cheap education to every child in the state, 
with universities and agricultural colleges to complete the 
work begun in the common school, no provision has jet 
been made for a great public library, under wise manage- 
ment and comprehensive regulations. And yet a public li- 
brary is a part of our system of education. It should con- 
tain works too rare and costly to be found in private libraries, 
and which are needed in the study of such branches of lite- 
rature, or history, or science, as individuals may be engaged 
in. It is not uncommon in the east for persons to make 
long journeys to consult works in libraries, or in pursuit of 
information to be only obtained in such places. And it re- 
mains for our own state to provide here, where her legislators 
and officers and citizens can have 'access to it, such a library 
— one which, while furnishing works on almost every topic 
which may be generally found in libraries, shall also especial- 
ly illustrate the civil, military and ecclesiastical history of 
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our own state — its literature, the record and statistics of its 
growth, its natural history, the memorials of its aborigines, 
and everything that can illustrate its past or present con- 
dition. 

' THE STATE LIBRABY DOBS NOT FILL THE WANT. 

True, the State has a librt^ry. But its collections have 
been chiefly limited to law books, and to state documents and 
statutes, for the use of the courts and the Legislature. 
These, of course, are valuable and necessary, but are not all 
that is needed. Yet under the present plan of its manage- 
ment, it is nof probable that more will be done. It has no 
system for collecting miscellaneous, literary or historical 
works by donation, or by exchange. No effort is made to 
secure or preserve material illustrating the history, archasol- 
ogy , or condition of our own state, or of securing manuscript 
contributions on the subject. There is but one person, 
really, to care for the library, or feel interested in its suc- 
cess. Even the latter element may be wanting, as fitness or 
experience for the post are not always considered essential 
in appointments given as political rewards, while in the rota- 
tions that occur, no comprehensive plan for benefiting the 
library, extending through a series of years, can be carried 
out. 

WHAT WE COULD ACCOMPLISH WITH MEANS. 

On the contrary, this Society is organized with peculiar 
facilities and opportunities for the collection and management 
of such a library as we have suggested. We have an Exec- 
utive Council of 25 members, chosen with peculiar reference 
to their experience and devotion to this subject, acting as 
trustees of its library, and overseeing its management ; with 
active members throughout the State constantly procuring 
contributions and material for us, as well as corresponding 
and Honorary Members, in almost every state and in Europe, 
sending us valuable donations. It is easy to see that we 
need only the means to enable us to amass a Library that 
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will be a pride to the -State, and of value, directly and 
indirectly, to every citizen.* 

WE SHOULD HAVE APAETMENTS IN THE CAPITOL. 

Even now our Library can be made of great value to tlie 
State, if placed 'in a position where it can be mac^e more 
accessible to the public. Apartments can be prepared for 
our use in the Capitol with but little expense, and a slightly 
increased appropriation would also enable us to keep our 
Library constantly open. 

Another plan has been proposed that has also warmly met 
with favor, which is, to constitute the Historical Society 
the trustees, if it might be so termed, of the State Library ; 
to turn over the present collection to their care, under 
proper bonds and restrictions, and thus, by consolidating 
the two libraries, one fine collection would be made. The 
sum now spent on both would liberally support it, and 
enable it to increase rapidly by the purchase of books. 

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE IN WISCONSIN. 

Precedents for such a course as this are not wanting. In 
Wisconsin the Historical Society library is kept in the capitol 

♦Whatever is done, should be done quickly, if our State ever expects 
to have a Library of value. Books on the early history of the country 
are fast becoming rare and the price greatly enhanced. A private letter 
just received from Judge Goodrich, one of our members, now Secretary 
of Legation in Brussels, says : " If I have a friend in the Legislature, 
" (and I should feel sad if I had not,) please say to him, or them, that I 
"earnestly hope a liberal appropriation will be made for the Historical 
" Society. You should have now, an appropriation of ^6,000 to purchase 
"rare and old books for your Library— books upon the early history of 
<* America. These books can only be had here, in the old world, and they 
"are here fast disappearing, and their cost is rapidly advancing. A 
"book upon America that could have been purchased for $15 twenty 
" years ago, can now scarcely be had for $100. A copy of DeBry^a 
^^ America, would now bring $2,000, and it could have been had a few 
"years ago for $300. Agents of Historical Societies of the older States 
" are here, who buy from $60,000 to $100,000 worth of these books ; 
"and it grieves me to see these gems of the past so rapidly falling 
" into their hands, and we not able to secure a dollar's worth. What 
<* we do must be done quickly. Books purchased now will double in 
" value in a very few years," &c. 
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building— really constitutingthe miscellaneous portion of the 
state library, (there being a also a law library) , and support- 
ed by the state at an annual expense of about $4,000. This 
liberal policy has enabled that Society to amass a library 
jrhich, commencing in 1854 with 50 volumes, is now a fine 
collection of nearly 30,000 volumes, the third historical 
library in size in the United States. The state alone could 
not have done this, for it would have lacked the organiza- 
tion and executive management supplied by the Society ; nor 
could the Society alone have accomplished it, as it would 
have lacked the means. 

CONCLUSION. 

If we cannot place .our Society on an enduring basis by 
such a measure as this, enlarging its field and giving it at 
once prosperity and success, we must secure means by some 
other method, or struggle along in our present cramped man- 
ner, losing golden years, during which so much could be 
done in collecting the materials for the history of our State, 
before it perishes. 

But irrespective of our success in securing this, we urge 
the members to redouble their exertions for the success of 
the Society. There is much to do. A large portion of the 
early history of our State is as yet unrecorded, or exists only 
in rude MSS. scattered about here and there, and liable to 
loss and destruction. The old pioneers, whose memory is 
the sole depository of thousands of facts and incidents con- 
cerning the early history of Minnesota, are fast passing 
away, and unless their simple story is recorded, it must for- 
ever be lost to us. We urge our members, then, to renewed 
diligence in securing this precious material, and to lose no 
opportunity to aid the Society by procuring lor it donations 
of any and all matter that may tend to illustrate the history 
and archaeology of our state, and the West generally. 

St. Paul, Jan. 1, 1868. 
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A.PPEIS^DIX: 



DONORS OF BOUND VOLUMES. 

Lawrence Taliaferro, Pa., - - - - 34 

City of Bergamo, Italy, - - - - 11 

Gen. J. Watts De Peyster, N. Y., - - - 6 

F. A. Holden, Washington, - - - 5 

B. W. Lott, St. Paul, - - - - - 5 

T. S. Parvin, Iowa City, - - - - 5 

W. H. Seward, Washington, - - - - 4 

Chauncy K. Williams, Vermont, - - - 4 

Cincinnati Hist. So., - - - - - 3 

Smithsonian Institute, - - - - 3 

Hon. Alex. Ramsey, St. Paul, - - - 3 

J. F. Williams, St. Paul, - - - - 3 

J. J. Knox, Washington, - - - - 3 

Chicago Hist. Society, - - - - 2 

N. H. Hist. Society, 2 

Col. Wm. Crooks, St. Paul, - - - 2 

Robert Clarke, - - - - - - 2 

D. D. Merrill, St. Paul, - - - - 2 

Dr. A. K. Smith, Fort Snelling, - - - 2 

S. Hopkins Emery, Illinois, - - - 2 
U. S. Naval Observatory, A. Bailey, Dillon O'Brien, 
C. H. Davis, C. K. Davis, John Disturnell, Prof. 
J. W. Foster, Rev. Geo. Gale, John H. Hynson, 
Geo. W. Nichols, John S. Prince, E. Slocum, 
Oscar Stephenson, Chas. Trowbridge, J. F. Tuttle, 

Chas. Whittlesey and S. P. Jennison, one each, 17 



DONORS OF PAMPHLETS, 



G. W. Fahnestock, Philadelphia, 
J. F. Williams, St. Paul, - 
W. F. Phelps, Winona, 
C. E. Mayo, St. Paul, 
Chauncey K. Williams, Vermont, 



- 365 
102 

- 63 
39 

- 31 
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Geo. H. Morgan, St. Louis, - - _ 30 

Chicago Hist. Society, - - - - - 29 

Dr. J. C. Rhodes, Stillwater, - - - 17 

Lawrence Taliaferro, Pa., - - - - 17 

J. B. Chaney, St. Paul, . ... 15 

City of Bergamo, Italy, - - - - 14 

Ehode Island Hist. Society, - - - 10 

Eey. J. F. Tuttle, Ind., - - - - 10 

J. Brooks, Red Wing, - - - - 6 

F. A. Holden, "Washington, - - , - - 6 

E. D. Neill, do - - - 1 6 

J. L. Sibley, Cambridge, - - - - 5 

J. WattsDePeyster, N.Y., - - . 4 

Quebec Liter'y and Hist. Seciety, * - - 3 

John C. Terryj ... - - 3 

U. S. Sanitary Commission, - - - - 3 

J. C. Hall, Minneapolis, - - - - 3 

T. S. Parvin, Iowa, - ^ - - - - 3 

American Antiquarian Society, - - - 2 

Rev. S. Hopkins Emery, Ills., - - - - 2 

W. B. Griswold, Mankato, - - - 2 

James Starkey, - - - - - - 2 

Charles Whittlesey, Ohio, .... 2 

Mrs. G. H. Woods, Minneapolis, - - - 2 

Unknown, - . - - - - 2 

Long Island Historical Society; Mercantile Library 
Association, Boston; N. H. Hist. Society; Numis- 
matic and Antiquarian Society, Wisconsin Hist. 
Society, Gen. C. C. Andrews, Robert Clarke, L. 
E. Fisher, Geo. Gray, A. Goodrich, Sherwood 
Hough, D. W. Hoyt, T. J. King, J. R. Lucas, 
Key. Thos. Marshall, Brantz Mayer, A. Mitchell, 
T. H. Presnell, A. J. Reed, Dr. T. C. Schell, W. 
Hudson Stephens, C. C. Trowbridge, A. B. Wey- 
mouth, Chas. M. Wetherell, one each, - - 24 



DONORS TO THE MUSEUM. 

PiOTUEES. — ^By the City of Bergamo, Crayon Portrait of 
Beltrami ; by Prof. Wm. F. Phelps, Winona, two photo- 
graphs of events in the life of Washington ; by G. W. 
Fahnestock, 14 photograghic copies of rare MSS., portraits, 
prints, &c. ; Maj. Lawrence Taliaferro, two portraits of 
Nicollet. 

CuBiosiTiES. — Knot of a tree, shaped like a human face» 
4 
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presented by Wm. Moore, Minneapolis ; by John S. Prince, 
piece of boiler of John Rumsey, which exploded Nov. 4, 
1864 ; by Senator Eamsey, a cane formed of wood from the 
** dead line" at Andei'aonville ; by Maj. Taliaferro, his 
official letter seal, 1819—1849 ; by Gov. S. Miller, ballots 
cast at the first electoral college, in Minnesota ; by Frank 
Slocum, piece of an oak tree, thirty feet from the ground, 
wi<^ a deer's horn imbedded in it ; by Chas. E. Mayo, curi- 
oiifijly worm-eaten piece of a ship's keel. 

Arcbleology. — ^By William Armstrong, a flint arrow 
head; by Smithsonian Institute, a box of weapons, cos- 
tumes, &c., from the Polynesian Islands ; by A. Van Yorhes, 
two pieces of aboriginal pottery. 

Papers, &o., — ^By Dr. Schell, a Japanese paper; by Mrs. 
Dr^ Post, copies of English papers, 1815 to 1817 ; L. E. 
Firfier, copy of Yokahama (Japan) Times ; Buffalo Patriot, 
June 18, 1822; James Hughes, Hudson, Wis., files of the 
Minnesota Chronicle, 1849. 

Coins. — ^By Wm. Armstrong, Washington Co., two silver 
coins, one a shilling of 1563 ; by Dewitt C. Tousley, thirty- 
one copper coins of various countries. 

Manuscripts. — ^By Hon. Frank Steele, deed of Chippewa 
Point, Minn., dated 1831, said to be the oldest deed in Min- 
sota ; by Dr. A. K. Smith, Fort Snelling, Meteorological 
Reports, May to December; by Lawrence Taliaferro, 216 
MSS. relating to Minnesota aflairs from 1819 to 1849. 

DONORS TO CABINET OF NATURAL HISTORY. 

Stuffed Birds. — ^By R. O. Sweeney, Pelicanus Amer- 
icanus, Mergus Merganser Serrator, Colymbus Glacialis, 
Podiceps Cry status — also, eight birds names not given ; by 
Dr. H. H. Eames, Pelicanus Americanus ; by Dr. B. Mat- 
tocks, fresh water Turtle, prepared. 

Minerals. — By Judge Wm. M. McCarthy, fossils in Mag- 
nesian Limestone; Dr. J. C. Rhodes, Copper and other 
minerals found in Stillwater ; Rev. John Ireland, specimen 
of Irish Peat, and same from Indiana ; by Dr. M. L. Pierce, 
Sulphuret of Iron, of the preteroid formation. 
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PERIODICALS RECEIVED AND PRESERVED. 

QUABTERLY. 

New England Historical and Genealogical 

Register, - - - Boston. 

Essex Institute and Hist. Collections, Salem, 
Heraldic Magazine, - - ' - Boston. 

Iowa Hist. Society Annals, - - Iowa City. 



MONTHLY. 



Notes and Queries, 
Minnesota Teacher, - 
Historical Magazine, 
"Western Book Seller, 
Davis Family Record, 
Farmer's Union, 



London. 
Owatonna. 
New York. 
Chicago. 
Meriden, Conn. 
Minneapolis, 



WEEKLY. 



North Western Chronicle, 
Northfield Recorder, - 
St. Cloud Times, - 
St. Cloud Journal, - 
St. Peter Tribune, 
Mankato Record, 
Shakopee Spectator, 
Rochester Post, 
Brownsville Free Press, - 
Wabashaw Herald, - 
Dakota County Union, 
Central Republican, - 
Shakopee Argus, - 
St. Charles Herald, - 
Waseca News, 
Mower County Register, 
Anoka County Press, 
Stillwater Messenger, 
Sauk Centre Herald, 
Free Homestead, 
Valley Herald, 
Taylor's Falls Reporter, 
Owatonna Journal, 
Chatfield Democrat, - . 
Argus, - - - 



St. Paul. 

Northfield. 

St. Cloud. 

St. Cloud. 

St. Peter. 

Mankato. 

Shakopee. 

Rochester. 

Brownsville. 

Wabashaw. 

Hastings. 

Faribault. 

Shakopee. 

St. Charles. 

Waseca. 

Austin. 

Anoka. 

Stillwater. 

Sauk Centre. 

Winnebago City. 

Chaska. 

Taylor's Falls. 

Owatonna. 

Chatfield. 

Red Wing. 
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Minnesota Sonth West, 
Mantorville Express, 
Gazette, - - - 

Garden City Herald, 
Glencoe Register, 
Lake City Leader, 
Hennepin County Democrat, 
Dodge County Republican, 
Le Sueur Democrat, - 
Winona Republican, 
ConwelFs North Star, 
Southern Minnesotian, 
Republican, - - 
Houston County Journal, 
Brownsville Free Press, 
Goodhue County Republican, 
Freeborn County Standard, - 



Blue Earth City. 

Mantorville. 

Hastings. 

Garden City. 

Glencoe. 

Lake City. 

Minneapolis. 

Kasson. 

Le Sueur. 

Winona. 

Minneapolis. 

Rushford. 

Preston. 

Caledonia. 

Brownsville. 

Red Wing. 

Albert Lea. 



FKOM WISCONSIN. 



Superior Gazette, 
Prescott Journal, 
Polk County Press, 



Superior, Wis, 
Prescott. 
Osceola Mills. 



DAILIES. 



Daily Pioneer, 
Daily Press, - 
Daily Tribune, 



St. Paul. 
St. Paul. 
Minneapolis. 



All the Minnesota and Wisconsin publications are do- 
nated to the Society by the publishers. The others are 
subscribed for. 



♦. 
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MEMBERS, 



HONORARY. 

Judge Asa Owen Aldis, st. Albans, Vt. 

George Bancroft, New York. 

Chas. I. Bushnell, New York. 

Gen. J. Watts De Peyster, Tivoli, New York. 

Dean Dudley, Boston! 

G. W. Fahnestock, Riiladelphla. 

Rt. Rev. T. L. Grace, St. Paul 

Dr. r. V. Hayden, Washington! 

Prof. Joseph Henry, do 

E. D. Mansfield, Cincinnati. 

Gen. R. B. Marcy, U. S. A., St. Louis 

Sig. Gabriele Rosa, Brescia, Italy! 

I. Daniel Rupp, Philadelphia. 

Gen. H. S. Sanford, Brussels. 

Hon. Wm: H. Seward, Washington. 

JohnL. Sibley, Cambridge, Mass! 

Dr. J. V. 0. Smith, ..Boston. 

Maj. Lawrence Taliaferro, Bedford, Pa. 

Bt. Rev. Henry B. Whipple, Faribault! 

CORRESPONDING. 

Rev. Wm. Barry, Chicago, 

Samuel Benezet, Apalachicola. 

Rev. John Black, .-r Fort Garry. 

Richard C. Burdick, Fort Garry' 

Thomas Clark, Superior, Wis! 

Judge David Cooper, Nevada. 

Rev. B. P. Crary, Saint Loui». 

Lyman C. Draper, Madison, Wis. 

Gen. Seth Eastman, U. S. A Washington 

P.A. Holden, ". do ' 

James Hughes, Hudson, Wis. 

Hon. J. R. Ingersoll, Philadelphia. 

Dr. B. Knickerbocker, Port Ransom, D. T 

John Jay Knox, Washington. 

Dr. I. A. Lapham, Milwaukee. 

Joseph Lemay, Pembina. 

Ex. Gov. Stephen Miller, Philadelphia. 

James Mills, Pittsburgh. 

Hon. J. W. North, Knoxville, Tenn. 

S. B. Olmsted, Texas 

Prof. T. S.Parvin, Iowa City! 
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Dr. Chas. A. Pope, St. Louis. 

Rev. S. R. Biggs, Beloit, Wis. 

Alex. Ross, Fort Garry. 

Gen. J. H. Simpson, U. S. A.^ Washington. 

Frederick Somers, New York. 

Dr. A. K. Smith, U. S. A., Fort Snelling. 

Henry Stevens, London, £ng. 

C. C. Trowbridge,. , Detroit. 

Rev. J. F. Tuttle, D. D., Crawfordsville, Ind. 

Col. Chas. Whittlesey, Cleveland, O. 

ACTIVE MEMBERS. 

LIFE. 

Wm. L. Ames, St. Paul. 

Simon W. Arnold, New York. 

D. A. J. Baker, Roseville. 

Wm. L. Banning, » St. Panl. 

J. W. Bass, • do 

Geo. L. Becker, do 

Peter Berkey, do 

William Branch, ^. do 

John B. Brisbin, do 

J. C. Burbank, do 

John M. Castner, do 

A. H. Cathcart, do 

O. R. Cowles, Chicago. 

Wm. Constans, St. Panl. 

C. P. Daley, New York. 

Gen. N. J. T. Dana, San Francisco. 

James Day,* Minneapolis. 

Lyman C. Dayton, .St. Paul. 

D. W- C. Dunwell, Montana. 

Erastus S. Edgerton, St. Paul. 

A . S . Elf elt , do 

Chas. D . Elfelt, do 

J. L. Farwell, do 

Wm. H. Forbes, do 

Frederick Freudenreich, do 

Alpheus Fuller, Fort Randall. 

David Guerin, I St. Paul. 

Vetal Guerin, do 

Geo. Hadfield, M. D., Cincinnati. 

A. F. Howes, St. Peter. 

B. F. Hoyt, , St. Paul. 

Jno. R. Irvine, do 

Harwood Iglehart, Annapolis, Md. 

N. W. Kittson,. St. Paul. 

A. L. Larpenteur, do 

W. G. Le Due, Hastings. 

Henry F. Masterson, St. Paul. 

J. C. Martin, Chicago. 

Henry L. Moss, St. Paul. 

Gov. Wm. R. Marshall, ; do j 

Charles A. Morgan, do 

Judge R. R. Nelson, do 

Rev. E. D. Neill, Washington. 

John Nicols, .St. Paul. 

L. M. Oliver, Canada. ] 

Parker Paine,. St. Paul. 



* Died since the Report was completed. 
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C. J. Pettys, San Prancisco. 

J. P. Pond, St. Paul, 

John S. Prince, /^ do 

Hon. Alexander Ramsey, do 

J. C. Ramsey, do 

John Randall, do 

Hon. Edmund Rice, do 

D. A. Robertson, do 

Daniel Rohrer, do 

J. S. Sewell, do 

Gen. H. H. Sibley, do 

Truman M. Smith, do 

John B. Spencer, do 

!Franklin Steele, do 

Geo. W. Sweet, SaukRapids. 

Moses C. Tuttle, , St. Paul. 

T. J. Vaiden, Ripley, Tenn. 

Isaac Van Etten, St. Paul. 

John Esaias Warren, Chicago. 

J. E. Whitney, St. Paul. 

M. S. Wilkinson, Mankato. 

Chas. L.Willis, '.St. Paul. 

James M. Wlnslow, do 

AKNUAL. 

Samuel E. Adams, Monticello. 

Dr. A. E. Ames, Minneapolis. 

Jared Benson, Anoka. 

Judge John M. Berry, ; Faribault. 

R. Blakeley, St. Paul. 

Joseph R. Brown, Lake Traverse. 

Rev. L. Caiilet, St. Paul. 

Col. E. A. Calkins, do 

Henry L. Carver, do 

Charles Cavileer, Pembina. 

J. B. Chaney, St. Paul. 

O. A. Churchill, Little Falls. 

Geo. Culver, St. Paul. 

C. K. Davis, do 

Wm. B. Dean, do 

Dr. C. De Montreville, do 

Hon. Ignatius Donnelly, Hastings. 

Hon. M. H. Dunnell, St. Paul. 

Henry H. Eames, do 

B.F.Ely, do 

A. Falkenshield, do 

Thomas Foster, Hastings. 

Dr. Lewis H. Garrard, Frontenac. 

Hon. Chas. D. Gilfillan, St. Paul. 

Hon. A. Goodrich, Brussels. 

G. A. Hamilton St. Paul. 

Alfred J. Hill, do 

Hon. Henry Hill, Greenleaf. 

Hon. Wm. Holcombe, Stillwater. 

Sherwood Hough, St. Paul. 

N. Hulett, Oneota. 

D. W. IngersoU, St. Paul. 

Rev. John Ireland, do 

Richard Ireland, do 

S. P. Jennison, do 

Wm. H. Kelley, do 

J. H. Eloos, • do 
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Henry M. Knox, St. Paul. 

J. R. Lucas, do 

Jno. D. Ludden, do 

Dr. T. T. Mann, Cottage Grove. 

Wm. M. McCarthy, St. Paul. 

A. McElrath, do 

Rev. J. McGolrick, do 

S. Y. McMasters, D.D., do 

Judge S. J. R. McMillan, ^ do 

Rev. Thomas Marshall, Mankato. 

Lr. Brewer Mattocks, St. ]^aul. 

Rev. John Mattocks, do 

Chas E. Mayo,. do 

H.Z.Mitchell, St. aoud. 

J. C. Montfort, St. Paul. 

Dr. J. H. Murphy, * do 

Socrates Nelson,'" Stillwater. 

' Hon. Ban'l S. Norton, Winona. 

John P. Owens, St. Paul. 

Prof. Wm. P. Phelps, Winona. 

Dr. M. L. Pierce, St. Paul. 

Dr. J. C. Rhodes, Stillwater. 

Hon. Henry M. Rice, St. Paul. 

Col. Henry C. Rogers, do 

Dr. A. Siegnuret, Henderson. 

G. Sidney Smith, St. Paul. 

Col. John H. Stevens, Minneapolis. 

Chas. D. Strong, St. Paul. 

R. 0. Sweeney, • do 

Hon. Henry A. Swift, , St. Peter. 

James W. Taylor, St. Paul. 

Jno. C. Terry, do 

A. Van Vorhes, Stillwater. 

Wm. Wallace, St. Paul. 

Chas. A. Warner,* Chaska. 

J. A. Wheelock, St. Paul. 

Rev. T. Wilcoxsen, Hastings. 

J. Fletcher WiUiams, St. Paul. 

Jno. D. Wilson, do 

Judge Thos. Wilson, Winona. 

S. B. Woolworth, St. Paul. 

Prof. B. F. Wright, do 

Chas. Zimmerman, do 

♦ Died 1867. — - 
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llEPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 



The year just closed has been one of such signal prosperity 
"to this Societj^ that it must always remain marked in its 
annals. Even the gratifying progress, thitherto unequalled^ 
made by the Society in 1867, referred to in our last annual 
report in terms of just pride, has been far exceeded by the 
.growth of the Society the past year, in every element of suc- 
cess and progress, until it has now attained an influence and 
•capacity for usefulness, promising for the future, and a just 
source of pride to all our citizens, who now cheerfully ac- 
knowledge its value and importance. 

Five years since, at the reorganization of the Society, we 
had but 826 volumes in our Library. To day it numbers 
over 6,000, bound and unbound. Such rapid growth is 
almost without parallel, while the present rate of increase 
indicates that in n few months our Library will be the largest 
in the State, as it is already the most valuable. A year ago, 
too, we were meeting in our cramped, dark, illy ventilated 
rooms on Third Street, a mere closet, where our collection 
was packed and piled away. in utter confusion. Now, we 
have these commodious, neatly iurnished and cheerful apart- 
ments, where our Library and Cabinet i,s thoroughly arranged 
and accessible to the public, and so well displayed, that, as 
one of our city papers expressed it — *' it scarcely seems like 
the same society." 



THE LIBRARY. 



During the year 1868, there were added to the Library 
1,175 bound volumes, and 1,496 pamphlets and unbound 
volumes ; making the total number of bound volumes now 
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in the Library, 2,330 ; bound and unbound together, 5,962,.. 
The progress of the Library since the reorganization of the- 
Society in 1863, is best shown by the following table : 



No. Reported In 


Booki. 


Pftmphleti. 


Total ia Library 


1864, - 


826 


1,236 


2,062 


1866, 


- 958 


1,286 


2,224 


1867, - 


1,037 


1,378 


2,415 


1868, 


- 1,155 


2,136 


3,291 


1869, - 


2.330 


3,632 


5,962 



It will thus be seen that during the year 1868, our bound 
volumes more than doubled^ while our pamphlets also in- 
creased over 66 per cent. 

PRINCIPAL DOXOR8 AND DONATIONS. 

This increase has principally been of works of a character 
especially suited to our Library, and comprising among them, 
many very rare and valuable volumes. 

The principal donor the past year was Dr. George W.. 
Fahnestock, of Philadeli^hia, whose sad and untimely death 
last month, lends an additional interest to the record of his- 
munificent gifts to this Society. During the past year we 
received from hini altogether 252 bound volumes, and 503- 
pamphlets; together with a number of pictures, curiosities,. 
&c., the whole forming by far the largest and most valuable 
donation the Society has yet received from one individual. 
Among them are a number of rare and valuable works on west- 
ern history, long since out of print and difficult to obtain, Car-^ 
ver's Travels, Drake's Cincinnati, Breckenridge's Louisiana, 
and others being of this class. The larger part of the col- 
lection, is composed of works on Pennsylvania, purchased 
expressly for this Society by Mr. Fahnestock at the sale of 
the famous '* Hazard Collection." Among them are a full 
set of the Pennsylvania Colonial Records and Pennsylvania 
Archives, 28 volumes ; Journals of the Senate and House 
of Pennsylvania, from 1803 to 1858; Journals of the Mu- 
nicipal bodies of Philadelphia, 34 volumes ; a full set or 
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Hazard's **Register of Pennsylvania/' 16 volumes; Execu- 
Hive Documents of Pennsylvania, 17 volumes ; seven bound 

Tolumes of the '< Freeman's Journal," 1808-1814 ; 12 bound 
Tolumes and several unbound volumes of Hunt's Merchants' 

Magazine, etc., etc. These works filled five large cases, the 
'freight ($50) being generously prepaid by Mr. Fahnestock. 

In his letter accompanying them he says : *' It was my design 

• to send you a collection of works illus|^rating Pennsylvania 
History ;" and as such it forms a valuable department in our 
Liibrary. Mr. Fahnestock's almost princely generosity — no 
less in this instance than in many others — must cause his 
name to be always held in grateful remembrance by this 
Society. 

From* Hon. Alex. Ramsey and Hon. I. Donnelly, we have 
received repeated favors in the distribution of public docu- 
ments, m.my of them of unusual value. Joel Munsell, of 
Albany, presents us with one bound and sixty-two unbound 
volumes. From Dr. R. O. Sweeny we have received 31 
'bound and 196 unbound volumes. From Charles F. Johu- 
rrson, 11 bound volumes. From Robert Clark, Cincinnati, 
his recent valuable reprint, " Boquet's Expedition," and 
^three other choice volumes. Rev. E. D. Neill, of Wash- 
ington, former Secretary of this Society and historian of 
'Our State, kindly remembers us with his two recent inter- 
besting volumes, *' Terra Mariae," and the "Fairfaxes," 
together with 80 pamphlets and many antiquarian matters. 
John J. Knox, Esq., of Washington, also lays us under 
obligations for repeated donations of official documents and 
^other similar gifts. J. A. Stees, of St. Paul, presents 24 
bound and 80 unbound volumes, all relating to Boston. 
L. C. Bixby, Esq., of Anoka, contributes 11 volumes of 

♦ choice literature; W. L. Wilson, Esq., 7 do.; Rev. J. 
Marvin, 6 do. ; and A. J. Hill, Esq., 5 do. From C. E. 
Mayo we have received 7 bound and 6 unbound volumes ; 

rand from J. F. Williams 32 bound and 137 unbound vol- 
fumes. Gen. J. Meredith Reed, of Albany, and Thomas 
W. Field, of Brooklyn, each have our thanks for rare pri- 
^Tately printed volumes. The venerable Major Ta;liaferro, 
.Indian Agent at Fort Snelling from 1819 to 1849, also do- 



6 ANNUAL RBPOET OF THB 

nates 7 bound and 4 unbound volumes, with valuable MSS** 
and other donations. Capt. R. Blakeley presents two rare- 
works on the history of Illinois, and George A. Hamilton ,. 
Esq., 1 on the same subject, which with two volumes from 
Col. D. A. Robertson, form valuable additions to our de- 
partment of Western history. Daniel Rohrer, of St. Paul^, 
Has donated 6 bound volumes of Minnesota newspapers; 
Orville .Brown 5 do., and Col. J. P. Owens 1 do. From 
the State of Rhode Island we have received 10 volumes ;, 
from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 20 do. ; and from 
the Surgeon General of the tJnited States, 6 quarto volumes 
of the very valuable publications of his office. 

DONATIONS PKOM SISTER SOCIETIES. 

We must also return our grateful acknowledgments to 
several sister societies for liberal donations. The Buffalo 
Historical Society sends us 18 volumes of Buffalo City Di- 
rectories, almost a complete set, and 10 unbound volumes. 

The Pennsylvania Historical Society donates 9 bound and 
8 unbound volumes, (a complete set of its own valuable 
inemoirs,) together with a fac simile of the celebrated 
* * Wampum Belt" of Penn's Treaty. The Massachusetts His- 
torical Society sends 7 volumes of its proceedings. The 
American Antiquarian Society also donates 4 volumes of its 
Transactions, and almost a full set of its pamphlet proceed- 
ings. We are also indebted to the Maine Historical Society 
for a net of its collections, 6 volumes; to the Wisconsin 
Historical Society for Vol. V. of its collections (unbound) ;. 
and to the New Jersey Historical Society, 1 do. We have 
also received from the Chicago Historical Society several 
pamphlets, and from the Chicago Academy of Sciences their 
first volume of Memoirs. The Essex Institute and the Iowa 
Historical Societies have also regularly contributed their 
quarterly publications. Prom the Smithsonian Institution 
we have received Vol. XV of their Contributions to Knowl- 
edge, and their annual report for 1867. The Parliamentary 
Library of Canada aJso donates a volume, and ttie RoyaL 
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Library, Hague, 4 volumes of the Metiioirs 6f the Royal 
Soctety of Northern Antiquaries. 

Of the publications of many of the above societies, aiid 
others, we have full sets, and hope that ere long we may 
have in our Library a complete set of the publications of 
erery learned society in the Uhited States. . 

OUR PAMPHLET COLLECTION. 

Our pamphlet collection is growing rapidly, having in- 
creased more than two-thirds the past year. It now num- 
bers about 3,630 separate publications, with but few excep- 
tions choice and desirable. Some of its departments are 
especially complete, and when our binding fund becomes 
established, a number of these should be thoroughly classi- 
fied and bound up, thus making them more accessible and 
usefiil. We are pleased to notice an increased value set 
upon these publications, though our Librarian still rescues 
many from the paper mill. Many people appear to think 
that because they are bound in cheap, temporary covers, 
their contents are not as valuable as though clothed in more 
expensive style — but by all scholars and antiquarians their 
value and importance as materials for history is fully recog- 
nized. We again urge on our friends and members to dil- 
ligently gather up docujnents and pamphlets of all kinds, 
and contribute them to our collection. Each — no matter 
how apparently humble and valueless now, has a value in 
such collections as ours, and in a few years may be worth 
its weight in gold. 

The principal donors this year are G. W. Fahne^ock, 
500; A. L. Mann, N. Y., 368; R. O. Sweeny, 196; J. 
F. Williams, 137; Joel Munsell, 62; E.,D. Neill, 34; 
American Antiquarian Society, 28, &c., with about 250 se- 
cured by exchange and purchase. 

MANUSCRIPTS. 

Our Manuscript Department has received many valuable 
additions the past year. Maj. Taliaferro, in addition to the 
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nat( ^.t. V^anesota history donated 

anc' ». » ill* same series — an Indian 

w( ,,%. ni/jf a roll ot several thousand 

E- "",..,!*« ^•St. Peters, in 1832"— curi- 

C' ^, ixv^Qienclature. From the same 

P . - »x Orderly Book of the war of 

h .v^ stationed at Sackett's Harbor. 

^ .z.;!.";^ * carefully written paper on the 

^ V;unesota. J. F. Williams donates 
^„^ juid descriptive books, military jour- 
^ ^*^v\% purchased at the sale of a deceased 
u liiis connection may be mentioned a 
>« Benjamin Franklin while Minister at 
^ ^il his autograph — a prized relic, donated 
j^^uu, of Fort Ripley, who found it in the 
.Nvij:?* rented by him in Charlestown, Mass. 
^ix^ we have received a commission signed by 
,. itt 1758, and from B. F. Hoyt, a poll list of 
^ * "*a election held in 1850. But by far the most 
« • Aud valuable of the additions to this Depart- 
V vfco original manuscript of Abraham Lincoln's Mes- 
.K^ Senate of the United States in 1863, relative to 
> M,\ barbarities in this State — valuable from its con- 
«<^ with an important period in our State history, and 
_iji)g as a memento of the lamented and truly great 
^\ r. It is accompanied by several other autographs of Mr. 
,<vvlu» together with manuscripts referring to the same. 
>wy ^^ ^^^ S^^^ ^^ Rev. £. D. Neill, one of the private 
^^^taries of Mr. Lincoln, who found them among his pa- 
1^ after his death, and obtained permission from Mr. Lin- 
^TfW& heirs to present them to this Society. In the same 
portfolio with these MSS. lies an autograph letter of Hon. 
Stephen A. Douglas, presented by I. V. D. Heard, Esq. 
In glancing at them, one involuntarily thinks of the great 
debate between the two deceased statesmen in 1858, and the 
still more memorable presidential contest two years subse- 
quent. Truly *' historical " are these valued autographs of 
two men who bore such an important part in the great 
events of the past ten years. 
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NEWSPAPERS. 

Our success in securing bound files ot newspapers the past 
year, has been very gratity ing. At the date of our last report 
we had only 37 bound volumes of newspapers. Now 109 
are upon our shelves — certainly a flattering increase. Among 
the bound files added, are six volumes of the weekly and 
daily Minnesotian and daily Democrat, 1851-2-3-4-5, pre- 
sented by Daniel Rohrer, Esq., while Col. Jno. P. Owens 
donates the weekly Minnesotian for 1851-2-3, the whole 
adding greatly to our collection of the earlier Minnesota 
papers. G. W. Fahnestoqk presented no less than 30 
volumes of Pennsylvania newspapers, among them a file of 
the Freeman's Journal during the war of 1812-15, Hazard's 
Begister of Pennsj^lvania, 16 vols., and the U. S. Statistical 
Eegister, 5 volumes, &c. Orville Brown, Esq., lately pub- 
lisher of the Central Republican at Faribault, has kindly 
donated 5 bound volumes ot that paper, from 1858 to 18^6. 
We have also in our collection 22 bound volumes of the 
N. Y. Daily Tribune, 1848-1855, and 9 volumes of the New 
Yorker (of which paper the Tribune was the successor) 
presented by Judge R. R. Nelson, who purchased them ex- 
pressly for this Society, of a person offering them for sale, 
at a cost of $100. In addition to the above we have had 
bound 16 volumes of the later Saint Paul papers, so that our 
newspaper collection already has become quite large and 
valuable for so young a society. Perseverance in this one 
direction will, in a few years place in our Library hundreds 
of bound newspaper files, making a collection of the greatest 
value. Our unbound files are also rapidly increasing. Hon. 
John B. Brisbin has donated 9 volumes of the Daily Pioneer 
and Minnesotian (1857-8-9). J. F. Williams presents a 
file of the Press for 1861, and J. B. Bell, the advertising 
agent, a number of volumes of agricultural and other papers. 

We are still receiving four daily papers, and every weekly 
paper in the State with but two or three exceptions, all dona- 
ted by the publishers. This very generous action on the 
part of persons illy able, in many instances, to afford it, is 

rapidlv placing our Society in possession of a very extensive, 
2 
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complete and valuable collectioD of our State papers. Witb 
the exception of a short time that our Society was ^^sus- 
pended" during the war, our files reach back to the first issue 
of almost every paper printed in the State prior to 1861. 

The Society should not longer delay the binding of our 
large collection of newspapers. We have now from 75 to 
lOU volumes that should be bound at once, both for security 
from damage, and facility ot reference. In their present 
condition they are almost valueless. At least $200 will be 
needed for this purpose. They will form when bound, a 
collection of the greatest value to the people of our State. 

THE VALUE Or A NEWSPAPER COLLECTION.. 

Indeed, their value and importance as materials for bistou- 
ry, cannot be over estimated. Chronicling current event* 
and topics, they form almost the sole record of thousands of 
facts that are not preserved, and cannot be preserved, in any 
other shape. What else so shows the very **torm and 
pressure of the times ?" How can the historians of next cen- 
tury write the story of the great civil conflict without patient 
study of the newspaper collections in our public libraries? 
How can the historian of our own State record its wonder- 
ful career without these very materials we are so strenuously 
urging our members to enrich our collection with? Every 
step ot our State's progress from the organization of the 
Territory, its settlement and development from a wilderness 
into a prosperous commonwealth — its varied political histo- 
ry — the saddening story of its Indian war, and the brighter 
record of its share in the war for the Union— are all to be 
found only in the newspapers we are so diligently collecting 
and so carefully preserving. 

Even now they are referred to oftener than any other de* 
partment of our Library, and we are gratified to know that 
they have proved, in some instances, of the very highest 
value and use to parties desiring them as legal evidence of 
various kinds. The titles to property, and the descent of 
estates, are very frequently based on advertisements of mar- 
riages, deaths, business partnerships, probate and mortgage 
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optices and other personal apd legal adye^isem^nts found 
in newspapers. There is scarcely an issue of an obscure 
country paper which does not contain, among its advertise- 
ments, or among its local items, information that years hence 
may affect the property, or perhaps the reputation and even 
the liberty of some citizen. Such instances occur very fre- 
quently, as every newspaper publisher knows. On several 
occasions lawyers have made long journeys from the interior 
of the State to find, in our newspaper collection, proof worth 
to them perhaps the weight in bank notes of the volume 
containing it. Of some papers published in yeai's gone, by, 
we have the only files in existence. But few beside the pub- 
lishers of a paper preserve files, and even those are frequent- 
ly destroyed by fire. Hence in a few years files become 
very scarce. It seems therefore a duty to make our collec- 
tion of State papers as complete as possible. Will not our 
members and other citizens use every endeavor to secure 
them for us ? 

THE CABINET. 

Our Cabinet still continues to receive acces«ions of value 
and interest. Capt. Charles J. Stees donates the flag pre- 
sented by the ladies of St. Paul to Co. G , Sixth Minn. 
Begt. in 1862 — a prized memento of that great; struggle in 
which the young men of our State bore their full share. 
Aboriginal pottery, remains of that mysterious race which 
inhabited onr soil prior to the present Indian tribes, have 
been contributed by George S. Lynch, A. Richardson, Rev. 
S. R. Riggs and Dr. A. I. Comfort, of Fort Wadsworth. 
Charles A. Peterson also presents us with an interesting 
relic of the "Mound Builders" — a huge stone axe dug out of 
a large mound near Vasa, Minn., being found buried near a 
skeleton of gigantic size, which crumbled to pieces on being 
exposed. It is by far the finest implement of the Mound 
Builders we have secured, and unmistakably connects 
th^t singular race with the **stone age." Maj. Long, con- 
nected with Gen. Warren's river survey, also contributes a 
smaller implement of stone, found near La Crosse; and 
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Ghas. E. Mayo and Wm. Armstrong some fine arrow heads 
found in Washington County. From Wm. Grube we have re- 
ceived what must always be looked on with the greatest in- 
terest— more so as years elapse — ^the veritable Scalp of Little 
Grow, the renowned Sioux chieftain and leading spirit of 
the bloody massacre of 1862. It is tanned^ and thus in a 
measure imperishable, and is certainly a curious memento 
of that dark period in our State history. Three fine 
curiosities and relics from the historic field of Gettysburg 
were also donated by ex-Gov. Miller. They consist of 
fragments of shells, grape shot, limbs of trees with bullets 
thickly imbedded, &c., all handsomely mounted. G. W. 
Fahnestock donated, at the time of his large gift of books, 
SO pieces colonial and continental money, assorted by States, 
a valuable and choice collection. A number of varieties of 
rebel currency and bonds have also been received. 

Our collection of Indian relics, stone weapons and remains 
of the aboriginal tribes, is becoming valuable, butds still far 
too deficient for a State in which these curiosities so abound. 
They are very frequently found, but are generally sent by the 
finders to their friends East, and ultimately go to enrich 
private or public cabinets in other States, leaving our own 
meagerly supplied. Certainly, with such facilities for col- 
lection as this State afibrds, we should have one of the finest 
archaBlogical cabinets in the country. Will not our citizens 
feel local or State pride enough to enrich a cabinet in theit 
own State with such curiosities as they may find ? 

MAPS, CHARTS, ENGBAVINGS, &0. 

Our map and chart department has made some advance. 
We have now a copy of almost every map of Miifnesota, or 
of the North West region, of which Minnesota is a part, 
from the d^ys of Hennepin down ; and curious many of 
them are. Other rare maps and charts have also been re- 
ceived from R. B. Galusha, Charles F. Johnson, G. W. 
Fahnestock and others. The most curious is one donated 
hy Thomas H. Wynne, of Richmond, Va. It is a fac sim- 
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ile on copper, engraved in 1819, of the map of Virginia 
in Capt. John Smith's very rare work of 1626. 

I. D. Eupp, of Philadelphia, honorary member, has, by 
request, donated a fine photographic portrait of himself. 
A handsomely framed portrait of G. W. Fahnestock, which 
must always be looked on with interest, was donated by the 
Secretary, to whom Mr. F. had presented it. From the 
Pennsylvania Historical Society we have received an en- 
graved fac simile of Penn's Wampum Belt. Some of the 
engraved portraits in our collection have also been framed. 
John McCIoud, Jr., has presented three framed daguerreo- 
types of old buildings in St. Paul, two of them now de- 
stroyed by fire. 

OUR EXCHANGES. 

Our system of exchanges with sister societies and other 
public libraries, has been steadily extended the past year, 
with great advantage to us. At the last session of the 
Legislature the printing law was amended, so as to give to 
the Society a few unbound copies of each of the public 
documents of the State. These have proved valuable to us 
as exchanges, but we have been compelled to have them 
bound from our own funds before we could use them as 
such. Some other works, relating to our State, have been 
secured by purchase, to use in presenting to societies which 
have kindly sent us their publications. If the Legislature 
would amend the printing law, so as to have all State docu- 
ments given to us half-bound, their value as exchanges 
would be much increased. 

THE SEAL OF THE SOGIETr. 

Among the donations the past year must be noticed the 
handsomely engraved Seal of the Society, which Judge A. 
Goodrich, one of our life members, now Secretary of the 
Belgian Legation, caused to be executed in Brussels at his 
own expense, as a gift to the Society. 
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OTTB NEW BOOHS. 

Allusion was made to the gratifying fact that since our 
last annual report, we have been provided by the State with 
suitable apartments in the basement of the State Capitol. 
The last Legislature made an appropriation for this purpose, 
and soon after the work was commenced under direction of 
the Governor. In October last we took possession of these 
apartments, which are certainly very suitable to our wants. 
They are 24 by 48 feet in size, with an 11 foot ceiling, well 
lit by four large windows, and in. every way pleasant and 
commodious. They are supplied with fuel and gas by the 
State, while neat glazed shelving has been provided for our 
more valuable books. Another room, attached to it, has 
been plainly shelved off for the storage of our public docu- 
ments, unbound books, and newspapers. Thus the probable 
increase of our Library for several years to come is provided 
with accommodations. By the above liberal and enlightened 
legislation, the Society has been placed in better circum- 
stances than ever before. The rooms are central, and so 
much more accessible to the public than before, that our 
Library has been consulted by more citizens the past three 
months, than in as many years previously, while in our old 
rooms. The improvement has added to the permanent value, 
as well as the appearance and comfort of the building, and 
the wisdom of the move has been fully vindicated. 

But we are as yet deprived of much of the advantages of 
the location, by the fact that no arrangements have been 
made whereby the rooms can be kept open, and our Library 
thus made accessible to the public during stated hours. Our 
librarian is as yet only such in name, no compensation being 
attached to the oflSce, and his own occupation has of course 
prevented him from keeping the rooms open at any regular 
hours. Thus far the Janitor of the Capitol has kindly shown 
visitors into the room, but the number is so rapidly increas- 
ing, it has become too great a tax on his time to do this 
gratuitously. Some arrangement should be made at once, 
whereby free access ot the public to our Library can be se- 
cured during certain regular hours. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOCIETY. 

During the past two years we have been compelled to 

forego the publication of our valuable and important manu« 

script materials for history, our funds being needed for more 

urgent uses. The issue of our ^^Collections" should be 

resumed ere long, as our citizens are thereby encouraged to 

>contribute historical papers that may draw forth treasures 

of material for the history of our State. There are two 

•examples of the successful results of this : the Iowa Historical 

Society, which publishes a quarterly magazine devoted to 

securing and publishing scraps of Iowa history; and the 

Wisconsin Historical Society, which is allowed to print 150 

pages a year at the expense of the State, three of the annual 

pamphlets (being consecutively paged) forming a volume. 

We have still on hand, however, a q;iantity of the pamphlets 

forming our second volume of collections. 

IN MEMOlilAM — G. W. FAHNESTOOK. 

Eeference has alieady been made to the sudden and 
untimely death of Geo. W. Fahnestock, of Philadelphia, — 
Honorary member oi this Society — ^which occurred on the 6th 
of December in the awful steamboat disaster near Warsaw, 
Ky. Mr. Fahnestock was born in Chambersburg, Pa., Sept. 
23d, 1823, but lived most of his life in Philadelphia. He 
was reared in affluence, and inherited a large fortune. 
Possessed, it seenjed from his boyhood, of literary and anti- 
quarian tastes, this enabled him to gratify them, and he spent 
most of his time in the collection of books and pamphlets — 
especially the latter— and at the time of his death had one 
of the finest private collections of pamphlets in the country, 
amounting to 85,000. Mr. Fahnestock spent about a year 
in Saint Paul in 1866-7, for the benefit of his wife's health. 
He visited our rooms very frequently while here, and felt a 
great interest in this Society, and made us many very hand- 
some and valuable donations, amounting in all to about 300 
bound volumes, 1,000 pamphlets, a large number of curios- 
ities, pictures, &Cm besides gifts in money, the whole 
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amounting to over $1,000 in value. Mr. Fahnestock was 
one of the most liberal and generous of men. He was con- 
stantly making large donations to charitable and religious 
purposes, and to public institutions, and seemed to take 
pleasure in using his wealth for the good of others. Uniting^ 
solid virtues to pleasing graces of person and polished man- 
ners, his modest worth, unaffected simplicity of character, 
christian philanthropy, and systematic benevolence, made 
him universally beloved. His death — which caused the most 
sincere sorrow among his large circle of acquaintances in 
every part of the country — v/as appropriately noticed at a 
meetins: of our Societv on Dec. 15th, when a written memoir 
was read, and several members pronounced fitting tributies 
to the deceased. In his death our Society has lost its most 
generous patron. It had been his intention — expressed to 
intimate friends at Philadelphia, as well as to members of 
this Society — to leave to it by will, a liberal bequest ; but 
before he could arrange his affairs so as to do this, he was 
suddenly and untimely cut off. 

THE FINANCES OP THE SOCIETY. 

The receipts and expenditures of the appropriation made 
to the Society by the last Legislature, are given in the re- 
port of the Treasurer, the vouchers therefor accompanying: 
the same. The small amount of means placed at the dis- 
posal of the Society has been carefully husbanded, and used 
to pay merely the current expenses of the Society. For 
actual increase of the library, we have expended only $42.80 
in purchasing books, and $44 in binding — a portion of the 
latter being for our exchanges. 

A BINDING FUND NEEDED. 

One of our principal wants is a fund for binding. Three 
hundred dollars expended in that direction now would bind 
a large proportion of our newspapers and pamphlet serials, 
thus placing on our shelves fully three hundred bound vol- 
umes. After this first expenditure, one hundred dollars 
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per annum will bind up all the accumulations from year to' 
year. Perhaps a permanent fund for this purpose could be 
raised by subscription, or the sale of life memberships, 
fifteen hundred dollars invested in securities would yield 
about one hundred dollars per annum — enough, it is esti- 
mated, for our wants in that direction for several years. 

A FIRE-PROOF BUILDING. 

\ 

Nor should we lose sight of the fact that in a very few 
years we will require a fire-proof building for our Library. 
These now commodious apartments, at the present rate of 
increase of our Library, will scarcely accommodate us longer 
than six or eight years, and unless the Capitol should be 
enlarged — of which there is little probability — we will a^ain 
be compelled to remove to more commodious quarters. 
Besides, it should be borne in mind that our present rooms 
are not strictly fire-proof, though very secure, and the risk 
of losing our valuable collection is considerable. At pres- 
ent, while it consists of only a few hundred volumes, in a 
room easily accessible, on a ground floor, it could be readily 
saved in case of fire ; but with its increase also increases 
the danger and the loss, if destroyed. 

We should therefore take early and energetic steps to- 
wards the erection, on the lots owned by the Society ad- 
joining the Capitol, of a fire-proof building sufiiciently large 
to accommodate at least 50,000 volumes. Such a build- 
ing, if built without any unnecessary ornament, but merely 
with reference to strength and security, could probably be 
erected for $20,000, a sum which we certainly ought to be 
able to raise, and should lose no time in commencing. In- 
deed, one of our oldest members has already offered to give 
$1,000 towards such a building, provided the balance shall 
be raised by subscription, and when completed, to donate to 
the Society a most valuable collection of St. Paul newspa- 
pers, from the first issue of the Pioneer, 20 years ago, to 
the present date. Will not this generous offer, made volun- 
tarily, call forth a response from other members of the So- 
ciety ? The subscriptions might be made payable in five an- 
3 
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nual instalments, for instance, thus being comparatively 
easy of payment — the fund in the meantime being invested 
in some interest-bearing securities. We believe we have 
many wealthy and liberal citizens who would take pleasure 
in contributing to the erection of a fire-proof building for 
the Society, which would at once be a monument to their 
liberality, and a blessing to posterity. 

INCBEASED APPBOPBIATIONS NEEDED. 

We again urge upon the Legislature the necessity of 
somewhat increasing the annual appropriation to our Society. 
Five hundred dollars is scarcely sufficient to pay the ordina- 
ry current expenses of the Society, conducted in the most 
economical manner. It allows us almost no means to in- 
crease our Library by purchase or binding, and none to 
secure the care and attendance of a properly qualified officer 
to discharge the difties of Secretary and Librarian, which 
seems now the prime want of the Society. A slightly in- 
creased allowance would many fold increase its effective- 
ness. 

Wisconsin has for several years allowed its Historical 
Society from $4,000 to $5,000 per year, and Iowa now gives 
its Historical Society the sum of $3,000 per annum. One 
thousand dollars is the least sum Minnesota should think of 
giving its Society. 

The State would largely be the gainer by this course. 
Our Library could be increased rapidly, and would soon be- 
come the largest and most valuable in the State. Every 
book, pamphlet, picture, &c., in our collection is in one 
sense State property. The Society cannot sell, give away, 
or convert to the .use of its members, a single cent's worth 
of its effects. If it dissolves, the State becomes the posses- 
sor of its collection. We are but the trustees to accumulate^ 
preserve and manage, for the benefit of the people of Min- 
nesota, a Library, Cabinet, &c., and to collect material* for 
the history of our State. 

No other Library, or Society in the State does, or can, 
occupy the field which we do, or perform the work which 



I ♦ 



MINNESOTA HISTOBIOAL SOOIBTT. 19 

we propose to do, and our handsome success the past year 
on very limited means, is but an earnest of what we could 
accomplish, with enlarged resources. i 

A FUBGHASING FUND NEEDED. 

While we can accumulate by donations many valuable 
works, it is only by purchase that we can pursued the col- 
lection of works in any particular department, and **sort 
up," if the phrase may be allowed, our Library generally. 
We should have at once $1,000 to complete our collection 
on Western ^history and early explorations in Minnesota — 
already very valuable, but needing a number of books for 
which calls are frequently made. The works we desire are 
not in any public Library in the State. Such a reproach 
ought no longer to exist, especially as the Statie is now 
abundantly able to remedy it. By no better hands than 
those of this Society, could, the funds for that purpose be 
expended. Among our members are a number of gentle- 
men of life-long experience and constant practice in the 
collection of books, and the appropriation would be made 
to yield the largest returns. There are m&ny other reasons 
why this Society would be the proper custodian for such a 
trust, but we need not enumerate them here. 

THE DANGER OF DELAY. 

It should be done, too, without delay. The old pioneers 
of the State, from whom we expect to obtain the most val- 
uable material for its early history, are year by year disap- 
pearing, and we are thus losing what no industry or outlay 
hereafter can replace. Books, too, on the early history of 
the country, are fast being garnered into the many fine private 
and public libraries which the rapid increase of wealth and 
intelligence, in this country are causing to spring up every- 
where, and this will not only render such books very scarce 
and difficult to obtain, but will double or treble their price. 

For other reasons, too, it is full time the work was com- 
menced, We have now in this State a population of nearly 
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half a million. In another decade it is safe to say a million 
persons will dwell in Minnesota. For the education of these 
coming hosts in our schools and uniyersity, the most liberal 
provision has been made. A great public library, wisely 
managed, is as valuable and necessary a portion of our edu- 
cational system as normal schools, or an university — and let 
not those who come after us, call us to account for neglecting 
its timely and proper accumulation. Hence, it is not so much 
for the men and women of this generation, as of those to 
come, that we are discharging this duty, of accumulating 
here a well managed library, rich in every department of 
learning ; combining not only the materials for the history 
of our State, its statistics and the annals of its progress, but 
those of our country generally, and above and beyond this, 
the treasures of its philosophy and science, of its art and its 
poetry, and in fine, the lore of every age and every people. 

St. Paul, Jan. 11, 1869. 
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A.I>I>EISII3IX 



LIST OF DONOBS TO LIBRARY— 1868. 

Bound 
Voli. Pamphlets. 

American Antiquarian Society 4 29 

Buffalo Historical Society 18 14 

L. C. Bixby, Anoka 11 

Thomas Bower, St. Faal 2 

J. H. Burleson, Ann Arbor, Mich 7 

H. Bokum, Tennessee 2 

R. Blakeley, St. Paul 2 1 

R. C. Burdick, Red River 2 

Chicago Acad. Sciences 1 

Chicago Historical Society 1 

J. B. Chauey, St. Paul 2 

H. A. Castle, St. Paul 20 

Commonwealth of Pa 20 

Robert Clarke, Gin., 2 2 

Hon. Ignatius Donnelly, Wash. 10 

Dr. C. H. S. Davis, Meriden, Conn 4 

Samuel G. Drake, Boston 2 

Be^j. Drew, Chelsea, Mass 1 

Essex Inst 1 

Rev. S. H. Emery, Illinois 2 1 

Richard Eddy, Philadelphia 1 

Geo. W. Fahuestock, Philadelphia 252 500 

Thomas W. Field, Brooklyn 1 

F. W. Frink, Faribault 10 

H.L.Gordon, St. Cloud 4 

B.B. Galusha, St. Paul 2 1 

Hon. Geo. Gale, Galesville, Wis 1 

Alfred J. Hill, St. Paul 5 8 

Charles Haggerty, St. Paul 3 

F. B. Hubbell, Troy, N. Y 2 

Horatio Gates Jones, Philadelphia 1 

Charles F. Johnson, St. Paul 14 

J. H. Kloos, Sauk Rapids 8 

J. a: Eiester, Blue Earth City 4 

Wm. H. Kelley, St. Paul 1 

Henry M.Knox, St. Paul 1 10 

John Jay Knox, Washington 2 17 

Dr. I. A. Lapham, Milwaukee 1 

Jno. D. Ludden, St. Paul 1 7 

Prof. O. C. Marsh, Yale College 5 

W. H. Mitchell, Rochester, Minn 8 

Charles E. Mayo, St. Paul 7 6 
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Bound 

Voli. Pamphltti. 



Massachusetts Historical Society 7 

Bey. J. Marvin, St. Paul 6 

Dr. Brewer Mattocks 1 i 

Hon. W. P. Murray, St. Paul 1 i 

Joseph McCloud, St. Paul. , . . l 

Dr. T. T. Mann, Cottage Grove 11 lo 

Joel Muns^ll, Albany • . . . • 1 62 

Maine Historical Society 6 

Alfred Moore, St. Paul 3 

Naval Observatory, Washington 1 

Bev. Edward D. Neill, Washington 2 82 

New Jersey Historical Society 1 

Prof. Benjamin Pierce, Washington 1 

Parliamentary Library, Canada 1 

Pennsylvania Historical Society 9 g 

J. P. Pond, St. Paul 8 

Prof. Wm. F.Phelps, Winona 105 

Hon. Alex. Hamsey, Washington 16 6 

Gen. J. Meredith Read, Albany .'. . w i 

State of Rhode Island 10 

D. A. Robertson, St. Paul 4 

Daniel Rohrer, St. Paul 6 

Hon. H. M.Rice, St. Paul 1 

David Ramaley, St. Paul 7 

Gabriel Rosa, Brescia, Italy 2 

Royal Library, Hague 4 

D. H. Rucker, Quartermaster General 6 

Saint Paul Library. 1 

Dr. J. H. Stewart, St. Paul. 20 

Gen. Ira Spauldiug ^ 4 

Hon. £. Geo. Squier, N. Y 1 

Dr. S. J. Sawyer, N. Y ; 3 

Dr. J. V. C. Smith, N. Y 8 

Smithsonian Institute, Washington 1 

Dr. E. H. Smith, St. Paul 6 

Surgeon General U. S., Washington 6 

John A. Stees, St. Paul 24 80 

Dr. R. 0. Sweeny, St. Paul 81 196 

Rev. J. F. Tuttle, Crawfordsville, Indiana 7 

Herman Trott, St. Paul 3 

Jno. C, Terry, St. Paul 1 

Maj . Lawrence Taliaferro, Bedford, Pa 7 4 

J. Fletcher Williams, St. Paul 32 187 

W. L. Wilson, St. Paul 7 

J. A. WiUard, Mankato 10 

Wisconsin Historical Society 4 

Col. Charles Whittlesey, Cleveland 2 

Prof. J. Wyman, Harvard College 1 

Lieut. E. M. Wood, West St. Paul 1 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 



At the close of twenty years of its corporate existence, 
the Society meets this evening under auspices more favorable 
than have ever surrounded it on a similar occasion. Its op- 
erations the past year have been crowned with a larger 
degree of success than we seemed warranted in hoping for 
at our last annual meeting. The action of the Legislature 
of 1869, in placing at our disposal more enlarged means than 
we had received prior to that time, has produced the most 
gratifying results in the increased usefulness and prosperity 
of the Society, and resulted m placing it on a basis where 
its future success is ensured. Indeed, the year just closed 
may be said to be the first one of our career so fer, in which, 
having secured the desic^erata of good rooms, sufficient 
means, and the services of a Librarian to attend to the busi- 
ness of the Society, we have been able to properly perform 
the work for which the Society was organized. 

THE LIBBABY. 

The rapid increase of the Library, is one of the most 
encouraging features of the success noted above. During 
the year 1869, the accessions to it were as follows : 

Bound Volumes, 861 ; Pamphlets, 2,090 ; Maps and 
Pictures, 55; MSS., 24; Files of Papers, 52; Curiosities, 
etc., 68 ; Coins, 31 ; making a total of 3,181 different articles 
added to our collection during the year. 

The sources from whence the bound volumes were received 
are: 

From Donations, 659 ; from Purchase, 100; from Bind- 
ing, 47 ; from Exchange, 55. 
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The relative increase of the Library siqce the reorganiza 
tion of the Society in 18649 has been as follows : 



No. Beported ia 


Books. 


Pamphlets. 


Total in Librarj 


1864, - 


826 


1,236 


2,062 


1866, 


- 958 


1,286 


2,224 


1867, - 


1,037 


1,378 


2,415 


1868, 


-1,155 


2.136 


3,291 


1869, - 


2,330 


3,632 


5,962 


1870, 


-3,191 


5,722 


8,913 



PBINOIPAL PUBCHASES. 

The purchases for our Library the past year amount to 
oveil one hundred volumes, secured at a cost of about $420. 
This amount would have been largely increased, had not un- 
expected expenses which it became necessary to provide for, 
considerably cut down our original estimates. The pur- 
chases have been made in the most systematic and careful 
manner. We have endeavored to secure : first, books 
relating to Minnesota ; second, to the history and topography 
of the Northwest and West ; and lastly, general American 
history, especially the more old and rare works, which are 
becoming more scarce and valuable every year. Arrange- 
ments were made by which we receive regularly the cata- 
logues of all principal dealers in rare works, and those *^ out 
of print," not only in this country, but in England and Ger- 
many. We thus secure our choice from the principal book 
marts of the world. These are carefully searched by our 
committee, the libri desiderati noted, and our orders made 
up after careful study. Our Library Committee is composed 
of gentlemen of extensive bibliogra[)hical experience, and 
we point to the results of their labors the past year with no 
small satisfaction, regretting only the somewhat limited 
means we were able to place at their disposal. 

Among the principal works purchased are: a complete 
set of the New England Historical and Genealogical Regis* 
ter, 20 volumes ; Dean's History of Civilization, 7 volumes ; 
Historical Collections of Louisiana, 5 volumes; Lewis and 
Clarke's Travels, 3 do ; Kalm's Travels, 3 do ; Peter Force's 
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Historical Tracts, 4 do; three volumes of Schoolcraft's 
works (completing our set of his writings) ; Featherston- 
haugh's *' Canoe Voyage up the Minnay Sotor," 2 volumes; 
La Hontan's work (edition of 1735) ; Sabin's Bibliotheca 
Americana, 15 parts ; Imlay's Topography ; Henry's Travels 
in North America; Tanner's Narrative of Captivity; *< Ro- 
mance of Indian Life," and << Dakota Legends," the 
two works written by Mrs. Mary Eastman while residing at 
Fort Snelling; Atwater's Tour; Francis Parkman's three 
works, ** Jesuits of North America," ** Pioneers of France 
in the New World," and *< Discovery of the Great West"; 
Ross's *« Red River Settlement;" WestV work on tlie same 
subject, and Simpson's Discoveries on the North Coast of 
America ; Lanman's " Canoe Voyage in the Wilderness," etc. 
A few of the elegant reprints, by W. P. Lunt, of Boston, 
of rare works on New England history, and some local his- 
tories, have also been purchased. 

DONATIONS. 

The donations the past year have far exceeded, in number 
and value, those of any previous year. 

The principal one is the gift by Lord Romilly, ** Master of 
the Rolls" of England, of 217 volumes of the publications 
ot the Rolls Office, containing the most important and inter- 
esting historical MSS. in the archives of Great Britain. This 
desirable gift, obtained through the friendly aid of His Ex- 
cellency, J. Lothrop Motley, our Minister at the Court of 
Saint James, is the largest and most valuable one which the 
Society has yet received at one time. Quite a proportion of 
the books are folios and quartos, and nearly all contain fac- 
similes of the original MSS. from which the printed text was 
copied, with translations and notes by eminent scholars. 
Latin, Norman, Anglo-Saxon, Welch, Gaelic and Irish 
Chronicles and State papers all appear here, and there is 
scarce a volume which is not of the highest historical vafue* 
But few sets ot these works are to be found in the public 
libraries of America. Mr. Motley, in his letter announcing 
the donation, says : ** I congratulate the Society on this 
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Talnahle contribution to its Libraij, many of the works be- 
ing already rare, and all of them important." The Society 
mnut ewer {eel gratefal to Mr. Motley for his good offices in 
seearing, and to Lord Bomilly for his generosity in making, 
this Tery ralnable and much appreciated gift to onr 
Library* 

A fitting companion to the aboTe ralnable set of archiyes, 
is the gift by Gen. Henry S. Saniord, an Honorary Member 
of this Society, of a copy of the recently published fiic simile 
ot the ^* Domesday Book" of William the Conqueror, in 
two Tolnmes. The historic interest attached to this, the 
oldei!)t manuscript in the Archives of England, as well as its 
intrinsic value (haying cost the donor about $140), must 
cause it to be always highly prized. Nor will it be regarded 
here with any less antiquarian interest than by the English 
themselves, nor examined for ancestral names with less 
success, when it is remembered how large a proportion of 
our people are tracing their genealogies back through cen- 
turi(;8 of English history. A public library must be collected 
in a coMMiopolitan spirit. In the world of literature, there 
are no distinctions of nationality. While we are neces- 
sarily much restricted to the collection of American history, 
we do not design to forget how intimately it is connected 
with that of a land which is undeniably, in more than one 
sense, our *' mother country." 

Dr. Samuel A. Green, of Boston, has been the donor, 
during the year, of 50 bound volumes and nearly 1,000 
pamphlets ; Dr. Edward Jarvis, President of the American 
Statistical Association, contributed 6 volumes and 100 pam- 
phlets on statistical subjects. From the estate of Dr. Geo. 
W. Fahnestock we have received 12 volumes, laid aside by 
him prior to his death. Daniel S. Durrie, Esq., of Madison, 
Wis., contributes 4 bound volumes and 27 unbound volumes 
relating to that State. Robert Clarke, of Cincinnati, sends 
4 of his valuable "Ohio Valley Historical Series"; and 
Jool Munsoll, ot Albany, two books and 34 pamphlets from 
his press. Dr. Pruyn, of Albany ; Rev. Dr. Vinton and 
Wm. S. Appleton, of Boston ; Rev. Dorus Clarke, Benson 
J. L vssing, the eminent historian, and others, have contrib- 
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filed valuable historical works. Among the other contribu* 
tioDS from our own citizens we may note : three rare old 
works from Judge A. Goodrich (one printed in 1492) ; 
from Eey. John Mattocks, 9 valuable volumes of " Revolu- 
tionary" newspapers, and several uYibound files; from Geo. 
A. Hamilton, 28 volumes ; Edward Sawyer, 33 volumes ; 
J. F. Williams, 20 do; Dr. R. O. Sweeny, 10; etc., etc. 

From the State of Massachusetts we have received 29 vol- 
umes ; from the Regents of the State University of New 
York, 15 volumes ; from the Department of the Interior, 33 
volumes; from the Quartermaster General of U. S. A., 15 
volumes ; and from the Adjutant General of Illinois, 8 vol- 
umes. We are also indebted to Senator Ramsey and Hon. 
E. M. Wilson, for sundry public documents. In all, over 
150 different persons and institutions have contributed gifts 
during the past year. 

FBOM OTHER SOCIETIES. 

From our sister societies we have received favors which 
we gratefully acknowledge. The Historical Societies of 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Ohio, 
Wisconsin, Iowa and Chicago, and the Essex and Peabody 
Institutes, the Boston Public Library, and others, have all 
laid us under obligations for their publications, in whole or in 
part. Our system of exchanges has been greatly extended 
the past year, and now ifkcludes several European societies, 
whose publications are regularly received. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The most gratifying success has rewarded the special ef- 
forts put forth by the Librarian to perfect our files of early 
Minnesota newspapers. During the past year, the mass of 
unbound papers which had been accumulating for several 
years, was carefully assorted into volumes, and such as were 
perfect were sent to the binder. Unremitting efforts were 
also mS.de to perfect the incomplete files. Circulars were 
widely distributed, asking for donations of old copies — even 
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of a single number. From small lots received from time to 
time, we are rapidly completing our earlier volumes, and 
will soon have an unrivaled collection of our State news- 
papers. 

Since our last annual report, we have received by gift, 
exchange and purchase, 46 unbound volumes of Minnesota 
papers, 21 of which have been completed sufficient to bind. 
The principal donation to this department during 1869, was 
by Rev. Jno. Mattocks. It consists of 7 bound volumes of 
papers published during the Revolutionary War, and a few 
years subsequent, with several unbound files covering the 
period from 1780 to 1816, the whole forming a very valua- 
ble gift. G. W. Farrington has contributed 3 bound volumes, 
and Gen. Sibley 1, of early J^innesota papers, and J. D. 
Ludden, 5, unbound. 

We are now receiving and carefully preserving nearly 60 
newspapers of our State, generously contributed by the pub- 
lishers. Whenever sufficient for a volume accumulates, they 
are bound up, and thus in a short time, our newspaper col- 
lection will be one of the most valuable sections of our Libra- 
ry. By no other institution m the State is such care taken 
to collect and preserve these most valuable records for histo- 
ry ; nor, at this day, can any collection at all rivaling ours 
in completeness be amassed, even with unlimited means. 

Some progress has also been made in binding our news- 
papers, partly through the generosity of an Honorary 
Member of the Society, Henry B. Dawson, Esq., publish- 
er of the Historical Magazine, who offered that if ten mem- 
bers would subscribe to that work, at |5 each, he would 
donate the whole amount to the Society as a fund to aid in 
binding. The amount was secured, and the money applied 
to the purpose indicated. This is the first gift of money 
which has been received for a special purpose, and it is to 
be hoped it may be the tore-runner of many generous dona- 
tions. 

PAMPHLETS. 

9 

Our Pamphlet collection has received large and valuable 
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additions the past year. In all, 2,090 have been received, 
making our whole number 5,722. The largest accession 
was the gift of Dr. Samuel A. Green, of Boston, numbering 
985 documents, many of them old, rare, and of great value. 
From Geo. A. Hamilton we have received 127 ; from J. F. 
Williams, 92 ; Chicago Historical Society, 108; Dr. Edward 
Jarvis, 107; Gov. Marshall, 22; Judge K. F. Crowell, 36; 
D. S. Durrie, 27; Joel Munsell, 34; IrvmgTodd, 51, &c. 

During the year our pamphlets have been carefully classi- 
fied into divisions by subject, and arranged into volumes of 
suitable size, with a durable wrapper, and carefully labelled, 
so that a pamphlet on any subject contained in the collection 
can be readily found. 



I 
I 

MAPS AND ATLASES. 



Our collection of Maps, Charts and Atlases, has also receiv- 
ed important accesfsions during the year, 38 in all having been 
added, some of them curious and interesting. Provision 
should be made soon for the binding of some of them into 
volumes, or properly mounting them. The principal gilts 
this year have been, G. W. Fahnestock, 19 ; R. Blanchard, 
Chicago, 5 ; Silas Chapman, Milwaukee, 6 ; J. F. Williams, 
7 ; Rev. J. Mattocks, 1 map and 1 atlas, both rare ; Wm» 
H. Chase, 1, &c. 

MANUSCRIPTS. 

A considerable number of MSS., valuable for historical 

purposes and as antiquarian curiosities, have been secured 

the past year. Louis E. Fisher, Esq., presents a MS. of 

one of Edward Everett's State papers, neatly bound. From 

Capt. Thos. H. Pressnell, of the First Regiment, a Rebel 

Orderly Book, captured on the Peninsula ; and from Mrs. 

C. K. Davis, a similar memento of the late strife, secured in 

Arkansas. O. Brown, of Mankato, gives us the Pay Roll 

of a Texas Cavalry Company. I. N. Cardozo contributes 

the record book of the **Pioneer Guard,'* the first volunteer 

military company in the State, splendidly emblazoned ; and 
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from members of **Hope Engine Company No. 1," the first 
fire engine company formed in Minnesota, we have received 
the old record books of that association. Capt. J. K. Ar- 
nold contributes the original order for the execution of the 
thirty-eight Indians at Mankato. Dr. Simonton, H. L. 
Moss, and others, old legal documents of last century. From 
Lieut. Albert Lea, (an early explorer of Minnesota,) Rev. 
S. R. Biggs, S. M. Thompson, J. W. Furber, and others, 
we have received MSS. relating to Minnesota history ; and 
from O. E. Garrison, of St. Cloud, a Memoir of the Geog- 
raphy and Topography of Stearns County. 

THE CABINET. 

Some accessions of interest have also been made to the 
Cabinet during the year just closed. Among the ''historical" 
relics and curiosities received, is a bayonet used at the Battle 
of Lexington, by the grandfather of J. B. Chancy, of our 
Society, from whom we received it; the rope on which 
Chaska^ one of the thirty-eight Indian murderers was hung, 
presented by Capt. Arnold; the ballots used in the first 
Electoral College of Minnesota, in 1860, by J. C. McClure, 
of Eed Wing ; a ticket to the Impeachment Trial of A . 
Johnson, from Senator Bamsey, &c., &c. Very fine stone 
implements and pottery of the "Mound Builders" have also 
been received from several citizens. (See "Archaeology.'^ 
Rev. G. H. Pond contributes some singular "medicine'* 
relics of the Dakotahs. Bvt. Col. Alexander Chambers, U. 
S. A., donates a bone of a Mastodon Giganteus^ a huge 
specimen, indicating by comparative anatomy, that the 
ani^ial must have been fifteen feet in height 1 For the com- 
fort of our Eastern friends designing to settle in this State, 
however, we remark that these animals do not now exist in 
Minnesota. 

Gov. Marshall has also presented the head of an enormous 
bison, killed by himself and other gentlemen in Efakota last 
July, prepared in a very lifelike and artistic manner, con- 
stituting one of the main curiosities of our rooms. Gov. M. 
also contributed the body of a Lynx, killed a few weeks 
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since near this city, the last relic, probably, of the " how- 
ling " wilderness which but a short time ago surrounded the 
site of the very building in which we are now assembled. 
We have had this animal prepared in a very life-like manner. 
A collection of minerals, 28 in number, has been received from 
Judge Crowell, and coins from T. H. Pressnell, J. B. 
Chawey, J. P. Pond, Geo. A. DuToit, F. A. Von Tagerf, 
and others. Continental and Confederate Currency from A. 
Moore, W. H. Caine, Sam'l. Sloan, of N. Y. ; and C. Hunt- 
ington. Old papers and documents from J. W. Prince, E. 
D. Isleill, Chas. Mclntyre, O. Brown, and others. 

MSS. FOR PUBLICATION. 

Unremitting efforts have been made to discover and pro- 
cure original manuscripts touching on the early history of 
Minnesota, with a view to their publication by the Society. 
During the present year, several of much interest and value 
have thus been secured. The discovery, in France, of the 
MS. of Penicaud, one of the party of Le Sueur who spent 
the winter of 1700-1 in a stockade at the mouth of the Blue 
Earth Biver, and its purchase (at the instigation of Bev. E. 
D. Neill) by the Library of Congress, was the means of our 
securing much additional light on the early French Forts in 
Minnesota. A copy was secured of all that portion con- 
cerning this region, which has been carefully translated by 
a member of the Society, and furnished with a c6pious pre- 
face by Mr. -Neill. We have also secured from Mrs. Van 
Cleve, Eev. S. R. Riggs, E. D. Neill, and others, valuable 
papers on Minnesota history, and have been promised by 
Lieut. Albert M. Lea, who traversed a portion of the State 
in 1835, a valuable MS. memoir on the region as it then ap- 
peared, written at the time by him. One ot the main objects 
of this Society is to publish memoirs of this nature, but at 
present we are totally without means to do so. We press 
this subject to the attention of the Legislature, and ask that 
the Society be authorized to have printed by the State 
Printer, a pamphlet of about 150 pages, to contain the 
manuscript materials for history now on hand. 
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BOOMS — ^LIBRABT WORK, ETO. 

The very pleasant rooms provided for our use in the State 
Capitol a few months ago, have proved a great aid to our 
success. Since April 1 , they have been constantly open, and 
OYir Librarian has beeii in attendance during the usual busi- 
ness hours about the Capitol. Several thousaod visitors4iave 
been received since that time, the Library catalogued, 
arranged, and put in order, the pamphlets arranged in vol- 
umes, and our large collection of newspapers assorted and 
prepared for binding. Over 5C0 letters on business ot the 
Society have been written, and aid given to a large number 
of persons seeking statistical or historical information in our 
Library. Already our rooms are becoming crowded, and 
more space would be desirable now. If our Library in- 
creases much more, it will be imperatively necessary. 

FINANCES. 

With great care and judicious management, the appropri- 
ation granted by the last Legislature has been made to meet 
all our expenses, and our success is an evidence that the 
trust has been well administered. Investigation into our 
expenditures is desired, that we may show how carefully 
and creditably we have used our means, with an eye to the 
best and most favorable results. 

AROH^OLOOY. 

During the past year, the Committee on Archeeolog}' have 
assiduously continued the collection of diagrams and surveys 
showing the location and position of mounds and other earth- 
works in the State, and design continuing this portion of 
their labors until every group of tumuli is noted and map- 
ped. For want of means none have been opened or exam- 
ined by the committee the past year, but we are greatly in- 
debted to several gentlemen who have done so at their own 
expense, and commuuicated to us a careful report of the re- 
sult. Especially would we mention in this connection Dr. 
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A. I. Comfort, U. S. A., of Fort Wadswortb, (now at Fort 
Randall), who examined a number of mounds, and sent ub 
the result of his careful investigations, besides contributing: 
a fine collection of aboriginal pottery, to be distributed to 
other societies. We must also return acknowledgments to 
Dr. A. Barnard, of Leech Lake, Geo. C. Lynch, J. P. Cot- 
ton, and C. M. Boyle, of St. Paul ; Messrs. Jewett& Howe, 
Deputy U. S. Surveyors, Nathan Butler, and others, for 
surveys made and other valuable aid. We have also secur- 
ed fine specimens of stone axes and other implements from 
Hod. B. D. Sprague, of Eushford, E. Berreau, Capt. A. W. 
White, and others. Altogether, the results of the year's 
labors in this direction have been very encouraging. This 
Society is -now almost the only one in the west which is giv- 
ing any systematic attention to the collection of data on the 
above subject, and ere long it must place us in possession of 
a large mass of valuable information. 

NEED OF ENDOWMENTS. 

While the liberal grant of the State aid has been the 
means of giving us an enlarged success, and for the present 
is almost our sole means of accomplishing anything, we 
must not neglect every proper effort to secure an endowment 
for our Society commensurate with its wants. A systematic 
effort, if need be, contemplating years of unremitting atten- 
tion, should be commenced and persistently kept up, to se- 
cure it. Its accomplishment has been hoped for by some, 
from the liberality of wealthy eastern gentlemen, but this 
should not be relied on. Scarcely once in a generation do 
western institutions receive such a gift, while so many east- 
ern competitors importunately stand between them and the 
source of bounty. We must look to our own citizens lor the 
endowment we should have. The rapid increase of wealth 
in our State the past five or six years, indicates that the 
reliance will not prove unavailing, if our citizens, who are 
able, will but perform their part. Indeed, among our own 
membership we should be able to secure a considerable 
endowment. Suppose that each of our members provides 
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for a bequest to the Society, of a sum amounting to an aver- 
age bf $260 each — certainly a low average. In the course 
of another generation this would be realized by the Society, 
thus securing for it the handsome sum of $30^000, the in* 
come of which would very nearly support it. And there are 
hundreds of men of means in our community, not members- 
of our Society, yet who should also esteem it a privilege to 
provide by legacy, for the gift of a portion of their means in 
the endowment of an institution like this, which with means, 
can accomplish a work for succeeding generations which the- 
latter must gratefully appreciate. How better than this can 
any one leave a monument to his memory, /* more enduring 
than brass ?" 

It is wisdom on otir part, too, to ];)ear constantly in mind 
that in a very few years we must provide a building for our 
Library, ample in its dimensions, *and perfectly fire proof. 
For the present we are well enough provided in this respect, 
but are rapidly approaching a time when these apartments, 
or, indeed, any apartments which can be provided for us in 
the Capitol (unless it should be enlarged) . will be wholly 
unsuitable. We must, therefore, sooner or later, have a 
building of our own, for the permanent deposit of our treas- 
ures of history, art and literature, for all time to come. 

OUR LIBRARY — ITS VALUE. 

To provide this seems a duty which we owe to the public. 
We are gratified in believing that our Library must always 
be the most valuable in the State, and will very soon become 
the largest. The very perfect system for its increase which 
we have adopted, and the wise regulations for its manage- 
ment, justify this prediction, as they cannot fail to command 
the confidence of all, making us the recipient in future of 
large and valuable gifts from appreciative friends and patrons 
of such Societies. 

Indeed, already our Library has some departments worthy 
of mention for their development. Our collection of news- 
papers has been before mentioned. Our Minnesota alcove 
contains now almost every work that directly or remotely 
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bears on that subject. Our collection of publications of 
historical and learned Societies, with a little more effort, 
can be made complete. Of western history we have an al- 
cove that rewards the outlay of trouble and means in its 
collection, by the array of rare and valuable works on that 
subject. Of British and American Archives and State- 
Papers, particularly the former, we have several hundred 
volumes, all of historical interest, and some difficult to ob- 
tain. Our Genealogical collefetion (and which en passant^ 
we might remark has been more studied than almost any 
other) is rapidly assuming importance. In Colonial Records 
and Archives of various States, and State Scientific and Sta- 
tistical publications, we have so far progressed that we catt 
reasonably hope soon to complete our collection. In Bibli- 
ography, an invaluable adjunct of every Library, we have 
made some progress. While in New England history, \xt 
works on our Indian races, in Magazines and Serials, and 
early travels and explorations in America, we have reason 
to feel encouraged at our accumulations. 

In one department, on the contrary, we are yet quite 
deficient. We refer to works on Slavery and the Rebellion^ 
As yet we have only a few, out of the hundreds which 'have 
been published on that subject. Some special effort should 
be made by our members to collect works or pamphlets on . 
this subject, as they must always be largely enquired after. 
A considerable proportion of every public or private Library 
hereafter formed, must consist of works bearing on this- 
grandest, most interesting and eventful portion of American 
History . 

CONCLUSION. 

Allusion was made, in opening, to the fact that the Society 
has now completed twenty years of its existence. Organized 
when the ** elements of empire " here were rude and chaotic,, 
the population small, and the community poor, its early 
progress was slow and unpromising. Indeed, when reor- 
ganized in 1864, from which time we ought to date our real 
existence, it had but 800 volumes in the Library, and those 
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of minor value. Now we look around with gratification on 
our well-filled shelves, contaijaing nearly 3,200 carefully 
selected volumes, and to the success tul operations of the 
Society the past year. Still restricted by want of means in 
our movements, we are encouraged as we look back with 
mmgled pride and gratitude over the past, and see what we 
have accomplished with patient labor and hopefulness. Let 
us now feel assured that our Society, having passed its in- 
fancy, is prepared with a strength and maturity of organiza- 
tion to advance at still more rapid pace to the position of 
usefulness and influence to which its objects and aims entitle it. 
The experience ot the past gives us additional confidence in 
hoping that our future may deserve, even more liberally 
than it has yet received, the support and encouragement of 
the public, and that we may soon rival similar institutions, in 
the older States and more wealthy cc immunities of the East. 

St. Paul, Jan, 10, 1870. 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 



In presenting' the annual report of the Society's operations 
and progress tor the year 1870, the Executive Council have 
a very pleasant duty to perform. The continued success of 
the Society in accomplishing the objects of its organization, 
are certainly gratifj^ing to its members, and satisfactory to 
the citizens of the State. Commencing its work in the ruder 
days of our Territory, then a frontier region almost without 
population, it has kept pace with the progress and success 
of the commonwealth; sharing, too, its reverses and seasons 
of despondency, yet never yielding its ground, until now it 
has become one of our most respected public institutions — 
one that has amply demonstrated its usefulness, and repaid 
the confidence and patronage of the public. 

The past year has been especially marked as one of real 
progress in our work. Our Library has increased, not only 
in the number of its accessions, but what is better, in their 
value and usefulness. Our list of correspondents and donors 
has also been greatly enlarged and extended, and our system 
of exchanges made to yield increasing fruits. The publica- 
tion of another Part of our Collections, has greatly aided 
us in this respect, and introduced us to the notice of many 
of the best historical scholars in our country. In short, our 
Society, amid the discouragements of the past, has now at- 
tained a rank in which it can rival successfully many similar 
institutions in older States, and is helping to introduce the 
name of Minnesota abroad, and sustain the asserted intelli* 
gence and liberality of our people. 
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THE LIBRAJIT. 

Many accessions of value and interest have been made to 
our Library since our last report, and its continued rapid 
growth is a matter of pride to its managers. During the 
year 1870, there were received as follows : Bound vol- 
umes, 826; Pamphlets, 1,633; MSS., 18; Photographic 
portraits and views, 9 ; Engravings, 17 ; Curiosities, 89 ; 
Maps, 25 ; files of papers, 74 ; making a total of 2,693 
articles added to our collection during the year. 

The souices from whence the bound volumes were receiv- 
ed are : from donations, 347 ; from exchange, 342 ; from 
purchase, 106; from binding, 31. 

The following table exhibits the increase of the Library 
for several years past : 

No. report- Total in 

ed in Books. Pamphlets. Library. 

1864 826 1,236 2,062 

1866 958 1,286 2,224 

1867 1,037 1,878 2,416 

1868 1,156 2,136 3,291 

1869 2,330 3,632 5,962 

1870 3,191 . 6,722 8,913 

1871 4,017 7,301 11,318 

PURCHASES. 



The very limited sum which the Council was able to place 
at the disposal of the Library Committee, the gentlemen com- 
posing that Committee have laid out to the best advantage. 
Our endeavor has been to secure principally the works relat- 
ing to the Northwest, and Valley of the Mississippi — espec- 
ially the older and rarer works, which are becoming scarcer 
every year, and are even now difficult to obtain. Among 
the accessions to this class we may mention, Lettres Edifiari' 
tea et Curieuses, (1780) 26 vols ; Voyage du Baron la Hon- 
tan, Amsterdam, 1705 ; Tanner's Narrative of Indian Cap- 
tivity; Burke's European Settlements; Foster's ^Northern 
Voyages; Voyage a laLouisiane, by B — D — . [Sabinsays, 
** Baudry Des Loziers."j ; Wynne's British Umpire ; Moll's 
do; Sagard's Gfrand Voyage du Pays des Hurons; Belations 
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de la Louisiane^ &c. Several valuable works on the Hudson 
Bay region have also been secured, — Boss's Red River Set- 
tlement; Statement respecting Red River Settlement; Robson's 
Six Years Residence in Iludson^s Bay ; Howse'sCree Gram- 
mar; Milton and Cheadle's N. W, Passage; Martin's Hud- 
son Bay Territories, &c., being of this class, which we de- 
sign to continue until complete. 

Several rare old atlases of America have also been secured, 
and a few works on Bibliography, making our collection on 
that subject quite good. A few volumes of early travels and 
explorations in the Northwest have also been purchai^ed, and 
some of the early French voyages to Louisiana. 

In all, 106 volumes have been purchased, at an average 
cost ot $1.67, a low average, in fact, considering the rarity 
and high price of some of the works. The total amount ex- 
pended for books, and subscriptions to periodicals and book 
clubs, was $237. 11, -^scarcely a fifth of the sum we should 
have had for this purpose. 

DONATIONS. 

Many of the gifts of the past year are valuable and inter- 
esting, and while no one donation, perhaps, is as large and 
valuable as some mentioned in our last report, the aggregate 
number of donors far exceeds that of 1869, while many of 
the gifts are desirable and choice. We have space, howev- 
er, to note only a few ol the most important. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green, our valuable Corresponding Mem- 
ber at Boston, whose large gifts of last year were noted 
then, again heads the list, his generous hand having con- ^ 
tributed 25 bound volumes and 864 pamphlets, chiefly on 
American history. Senator Ramsey contributes 43 bound 
and 117 unbound volumes, mostly choice public documents, 
among them the *' Tribute of Nations to Abraham Lincoln," 
and 6 vols, of the valuable and elaborate reports of the Paris 
Exposition. Hon. J. J. Knox, of the Currency Bureau, 
has secured for lis 8 vols, of the more valuable statistical re- 
ports of Congress, and from the Dept. of the Interior we 
have received 47 volumes ot Congressional Documents. All 
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the foregoing enrich a department of American archival his- 
tory ^and statistics which every public library must have, and 
all are desirous of rendering complete. Our own collection 
is^becoming important, and is frequently consulted. Hon. 
William Lochren, of Minneapolis, contributes 23 volumes 
of the Missionary Herald, and Rev. E. D. Neill, now at 
Dublin, Ireland, 3 vols, of the Annals of Faith, all contain- 
ing numerous letters and reports of early Protestant and 
Catholic missionaries to what is now Minnesota — important 
materials for our State History. The Quartermaster Gen'l 
of the U. S. Army sends 4 << Rolls of Honor," completing 
the full set of 25 volumes — a sad roll indeed, containing the 
names of literally hundreds of thousands of the martyrs to 
liberty who perished in the late strife, and whose remains 
now rest m our national cemeteries. Robert Clarke , of Cin- 
cinnati, contributes 5 volumes, being the continuation of his 
very valuable *' Ohio Valley Historical Series." Dr. F. B, 
Hough, the en^inent statistician of New York, a valuably col- 
lection of documents on statistics and social science, and 
Wm. S. Appleton, of Boston, another of his splendid pri- 
vately printed genealogical works. The Seabury Mission 
Library of our own State sends in exchange 41 volumes, 
mostly theological. Other considerable donors are : A. J. 
Hill, 22 volumes; Charles A. Cutter, of Boston, 12; J. F. 
Williams, 12 ; Wm. H. Grant, 11 ; Andrew Boyd, Albany, 
N. Y., 10. The principal gifts of pamphlets are mentioned 
under that head. Gen. C. C. Andrews, our Minister to 
Stockholm, also sends a gift ot much interest, being a nearly 
complete set of specimens of Mewspapers of Sweden and 
Norway, bound in two volumes — a fine collection of journal- 
istic literature of a country that is contributing so much ot 
the " human sea " now flowing into our own State. One of 
these papers, the Finnmarhs Posten^ is the most northerly 
paper printed in the world I It is published at Hammerfest, 
in Norway, the farthest northern settlement in Europe, on 
the shore of the Arctic Ocean, — a point, indeed, so near the 
north pole, that the " midnight sun," graphically described 
by travellers there, is a common feature of the latitude. 
A more full list of donors accompanies this report, and in 
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'referring to it, the Society returns, in general and in par- 
ticular,' its warmest tbanks for the interest manifested by 
^he donors. 

^ PAMPHLETS. 

In unbound volumes and pamphlets we have made rapid 
^progress, 1633 being added to that section of our library, 
many of them interesting and valuable. Our total number 
number now is 7301. A part of these are ready for bind- 
ing, and all, with the exception of a few received very late- 
ly, arranged in temporary volumes. Dr. Samuel A. Green, 
of Boston, is the principal donor this year, having sent us 
864. Senator Ramsey and the Essex (Mass.) Institute each 
<5ontribute 117. Addison Van Name, Esq., Librarian of 
Yale College, has sent us 75 pamphlets, catalogues, address- 
es, reports, &c. of that institution, making quite a complete 
history of the same for about half a century past. Other 
principal contributors are, Joel Munsell, 36; Dr. F. B. 
Hough, 22; Prof. W. F. Phelps, 50; Gov. H. Austin, 20; 
• Hon. R. C. Winthrop, of Boston, 18 ; Irving Todd, 21 ; D. 
S. Durrie, 16, &c. We again solicit contributions of every 
kind to this department. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

If one department of our work, more than another, re- 
ceives the attention of our librarian, it must be that of col- 
lecting Minnesota newspapers. Our state journals are thus 
rapidly becoming one of the most valuable sections of our 
library. We now receive almost every paper and magazine 
printed in Minnesota, over 70 in number, generously donated 
by their publishers ; and these files are rapidly forming an 
unequaled collection. Efibrts, with some success, have beea 
made to secure the earlier volumes of some of these jour- 
nals, which we did not obtain at the time of their publica- 
tion ; and in some cases have secured the only existing files 
of them. The unsurpassed historical value of these volumes 
is being daily demonstrated, and the time must soon come 



8 ANNUAL KErOiiT, 

when the people ol this State will feel thankful that the now^ 
too lightly valued chronicles ot our times have been collect- 
ed and preserved by some 'one knowing their value in the 
future. The efforts made by the Minnesota Editorial Asso- 
ciation to secure a reliable history of the press of each 
county in the State, has shown that of many early journals not 
a file is known to be in existence. Much history not other- 
wise recorded than in these faithful chronicles of the times, 
has thus perished. A gentleman from Southern Minnesota^ 
enquiring at our rooms a short time ago foi; a file of an early 
territorial journal, (of which we had but an imperfect set)^ 
stated that if a complete file were in existence, it would be 
worth thousands of dollars to the people of that community 
in settling the titles to property alone. Impressed with the 
value of our efforts to save these ephemeral records, the 
Editorial Convention, at its session in 1869, resolved that 
the collection now being made by this Society was '*an hon- 
or and benefit to the craft," and worthy ot their aid ; and 
every publisher in the State was urged to make our Library 
the depository of one complete file of his paper. 

We are still binding up our papers into durable volumes, 
as fast as our means permit, so that at no distant day 
that department alone will compare favorably with the accu- 
mulations of older societies in other states. 

The principal gifts to this section the past year are : by 
Geo. W. Moore, 1 bound volume ; James J. Hill, a com- 
plete file of the ^ew Nation^ printed at Winnipeg during 
Kiel's Rebellion; curious or ancient copies of papers have 
been contributed by Gov. Austin, Gen. Hancock, Chas. A. 
Manny, and S. S. Eaton. 

MAPS AND ATLASES. 

By purchase and gifts we have considerably increased our 
Map and Atlas department. Amoug the purchases we note 
Popple's Map of the British Empire in America, folio, 
1733, with a most curious map of the region now called 
Minnesota and Wisconsin ; Senex's Compleat Atlas, folio, 
1725 , with another equally curious map of this region*. Nu.-^ 
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merous smaller maps and charts in other works also pertain 
to the Freuch and British periods of our history. We hope 
to continue adding the rude and early attempts at the cartog- 
raphy of this region to our collection, until it shall illustrate 
the full process of geograpical discovery and exploration, 
from the earliest date down to the present time. They are 
of great historical value, and are always a choice portion of 
every historical library. Meantime we are making diligent 
efforts to collect every map of our own State, and portions 
of the same, that has ever been published. The engraved 
map of every town and county in the state should be in our 
portfolios. Gifts of valu|ible maps and charts have been re 
ceived from Gen. G. K. Warren, Geo. R. Stuntz, the West- 
ern Land Association, A. J. Reedj S. S. Breed, B. A. 
Mann, W. R. Wood, Philip S. Harris, M. Groff, and others, 
and a fine MS. geological map or chart of this State, from 
Mr. W. D. Hurlbut, of Rochester. 



MSS. 



Some interesting manuscripts have been secured the past 
year. Two of these are framed autographs ot Washington — 
one a military letter 'written during Braddock's disastrous 
campaign, while Washington was a Major of Virginia militia ; 
the other during his second presidency, and addressed to 
Tobias Lear, his private secretary. They were the gift of 
Hon. Wallace B. White, now of Washington city, but who 
was in 1849-50 a resident and territorial officer of Minnesota. 
Dr. R. O. Sweeny also secured tor us two other Washington 
autographs, business papers, not historically valuable, but at 
least interesting. Hon. Alex. Ramsey also sends three 
MSS. on our northern Minnesota boundary, and J. W« 
Prince an ancient deed. Capt. E. S. Cox contributes a land 
patent, date 1^18, with the autograph of President Monroe. 

CABINET. 

Owing to our limited space, we have been forced to omit, 

for the present, the collection of specimens purely illustra- 
2 
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tiDg natural history, and confine our Cabinet an8 Museum 
solely to hifetorical and archfleological curiosities. Of these 
we have secured a number, all valuable and curious. Of 
costumes, weapons, sacred ' medicine" relics, and other mat- 
ters pertaining to our fast disappearing Indian tribes, we 
have received gratifying additions ; and if our friends and 
patrons will make a little effort to procure for us such speci- 
mens of th.s nature as they can obtain possession of, we will 
soon secure a cabinet that will illustrate every portion of the 
customs and religion of our Minnesota Indian tribes, and 
wipe out the reproach mentioned by eastern tourists, that 
our State had done nothing to collect these memorials of the 
once owners of her domain. Rapidly such relics and curios- 
ities are being exported from the State by travelers, to enrich 
collections abroad. Shall not our own State have the pref- 
erence ? 

To this department Capt. E. St. Julian Cox contributes 
an ornamental head-dress, once worn by Little Crow ; J. M. 
Davis, of Superior, a small birch bsfrk canoe ; stone weapons 
have also been received from Geo. C. Lynch, a specimen of 
wampum from Chas. J. Wright, of Miuueapolis ; and a carved 
bone weapon trom Dr. W. W. Swenejr, of Red Wing. 

Dr. S. also presents us with another curiosity, of much 
interest. It is a gun barrel of the style called '*Queen Anne's 
arm," dug up at Barn Bluff, near Red Wing, three feet .un- 
der ground, over which a huge tree had grown, indicating 
by its age, the lapse of a full century since the gun was 
placed there. How, or by whose hand this old fashioned 
weapon was thus hidden, **a hundred years ago," is mere 
conjecture — perhaps by some of the early explorers, or voy- 
ageurs before the days of Jonathan Carver. The lock of the 
<iun was full-cocked. Perhaps its owner made it ready for 
use, but was stricken down by some enemy before he could 
use it* 

We have also received from Dr. C. Hill, of Pine Island, 
a curiously intergrown limb of a tree ; from Kev. John Ire- 
land, specimens of lava from Mt. Vesuvius; from Dr. S. D. 
Flagg, a curiously woven garment, found on a Peruvian 
mummy ; and from Rev. E. D. NeilU Dublin, Ireland, a stone 
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aboriginal weapon, found in an Irish bog, remarkably sin^i- 
lar in shape and material to those found in this State. Coins 
and numismatic specimens hare been received from Hon, 
E. F. Drake, E. L. Fryer, J. B. Chaney, F. E. DuToit, 
Ohas. J. Hoadley and others. 

ENGRAVINGS. 

A few engravings, photographic views, portraits, etc., all 
relating to this State, have been secured. Messrs. Stoner & 
Ruger, of Madison, Wis., the publishers of lithographic views 
of Minnesota cities, have sent eight of their views. J. C. 
Wise, of Mankato, and J. M. Thompson, of Anoka, each con- 
tribute one; Prof. J. L. Noyes, of Faribault, two framed 
photographs; Thomas Bower, of St. Paul, one do. 

ARCHAEOLOGY. 

We are still industriously collecting all the facts and in- 
formation possible regarding the aboriginal tumuli ^ and earth- 
works in this State. The most valuable contribution to our 
fitoek of archaeological information during the year, was the 
lengthy and elaborate report of Mr. C. H. Baker, civil en- 
gineer^ now of Philadelphia, on the rifle pits (so called) on 
■ the upper Mississippi River, near Red Cedar River. This 
was the first scientific examination of these earth works, 
which though long known to many peisons, (one of whom, 
Mr. T. B. Walker, of Minneapolis, had reported them to the 
Society) have not been mentioned in the bpoks of any of the 
explorers. Mr. Baker's paper was purely topographical, and 
it would be desirable to have any traditional account of these 
works, (which some think comparatively recent) that may 
exist. For briefer descriptions of ancient tumuli^ we are in- 
debted to Hon. B. D. Sprague, of Rushford ; F. A. Atwater, 
ot the St. P. & P. R. R, ; E. Berreau, of the St. P. & S. C. R. 
R. ; and to Messrs. Geo. R. Stuntz, Charles J. Wright, and 
O. E. Garrison, U. S. Deputy Surveyors, for similar in- 
formation, noted by them during recent explorations. 
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EXCHANGES. 

Our system of exchanges with other societies and iastitu- 
tions is constantly increasing, and now forms a prominent 
source of our accessions. We gratefully acknowledge valu- 
able gifts from a number of societies in Europe and Ameri- 
ca, enumer^-ted in the appendix. We have distributed to 
them, in addition to our own publications, suoh works and 
documents relating to this State as we could obtain, and in 
this we have been generously aided by individuals and insti- 
tutions who have placed at our disposal quantities of their 
publications. We are still endeavoring to extend our ex 
change system, and will no doubt, include in time nearly all 
the societies and learned bodies of this country, and many 
in the Old World. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The small appropriation made by the last Legislature to 
enable us to continue the issue of our Historical Collections, 
was the means of securing the publication of Part 1, Vol. 3, 
a neat octavo book of 138 pages. Its contents are not sur- 
passed in variety and interest by any previous issue of the 
Society, while in typographical execution it is certainly su- 
perior to any of them. It was well received by our mem- 
bers, while the press of the State, and literary reviews in 
other States, with scarce an exception, gave it the most flat- 
tering notices. From other Societies also, and from histo- 
rical scholars elsewhere, we have received gratifying approval 
of its interest and valae. It has been the means of securing 
us already considerable returns in the way of exchanges. 

The first volume of our Collections, issued in five parts of 
various dates, from 1850 to 18o6, is now exhausted, and we 
have not a copy left. Numerous requests have been made 
for it by our correspondents, and Societies in exchange with 
us, and its re-publication seems demanded. It contains many 
valuable papers, and as those having our later volumes are 
desirous of securing that also, its issue will be advantageous 
to us in many ways. 
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The design ot these Collections originally was to secure 
and publish material for the History of Minnesota. Many 
incidents and facts of a valuable nature, throwing light on 
obscure points, are as yet unrecorded, and exist only in the 
memory of our old pioneers. These pioneers are rapidly 
passing away, and unless we soon secure their reminiscences 
and contributions to our early history, it will be too late. 
Especial exertions must be made, therefore, to secure papers 
of real interest and value, and print them in our Collec- 
tions, which we hope to continue from year to year. Nu- 
merous promises have been made us by early settlers to 
record their personal experiences of frontier life, and we 
hope they will not procrastinate until it is too late. While 
this Society is expected to secure such narratives, and is 
anxious to do so, our success, of course, depends on the 
eflForts of those who hold these materials for history. And 
if posterity censures us for not securing them, we must place 
the sin of omission where it belongs. To the pioneers of the 
State we again say, do not longer delay giving us your re- 
cord of the early days of Minnesota. You can each contri- 
bute valuable facts, that perhaps no other one now living 
may know. And to our members generally, we appeal to 
secure the MSS. of deceased pioneers, which, in many cases 
are valuable, but may only become wasted or lost in time, 
by unappreciative hands. 

PASSING AWAY. 

Death has indeed been busy the past year among our pio- 
neers, most of whom were members of this Society. Five ot 
the^e ceased their life-work during 1870. Hon. D. S. Norton, 
one of our Senators in Congress, a public officer of marked 
ability ; Ex-Lieut. Gov. Wm. Holcombe, an early pioneer 
of the St. Croix Valley, a man of great purity of character ; 
Rev* T. JR. Cressey, a clergyman whose pioneering mission- 
ary labors made him widely known to the settlers in almost 
every hamlet on o\ir prairies and in our forests ; Vetal 
Guerin, almost the founder of St. Paul, and at his death its 
oldest living settler ; and more representatively the true pio- 
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neer than all, Joseph R. Brown, who at the time of his death 
was the oldest living white settler of Minnesota, and identi- 
fied with it for over torty years. A memoir of his checker- 
ed and eventful life is in preparation, and steps have beeo 
taken to secure a portrait. These rapid deaths among our 
early settlers admonish us that whatever we do must be done 
quickly. Our work has not been commenced too soon, and 
should be prosecuted with vigor. 

BOOMS. 

Attention was called in our last annual report to the fact 
that our accommodations are continually becoming more lim- 
ited. We will now very shortly reach a point at which 
more room must be secured, or the Society be greatly im- 
peded and cramped in its growth and operations. It is evi- 
dent that our present quarters,* or any quarters which we 
can secure in the present Capitol, will, at no very distant 
day, prove insuflScient for us ; so that we are justified in 
again earnestly calling the attention of our members to the 
fact that the construction of our long contemplated 7?r«^roq/" 
building is not the dream of a visionary, but an actual duty 
which will soon devolve upon us to perform. 

FINANCES. 

The appropriation of last session has been used and ex- 
pended by us in the most careful manner, and with a view 
to secure the best results, as our accounts and records, to 
which we refer with some pride, will show. Still, we have 
been cramped by insuflScient means to properly perform the 
work expected of us, and hope, if consistent with other de- 
mands on our State Treasury, that our appropriation may be 
slightly increased. 

AN ENDOWMENT FUND. 

Meantime an effort has been made by the Society to se- 
cure gome means independent of that source. Some pro- 
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gress has been made the past year, in securing an endow- 
ment fund, by the sale of a few life memberships, among 
our citizens who wish to aid the Society. We cannot ex- 
pect, however, in a new community like ours, to find many 
who have the means to devote to such a purpose ; so that 
the amount realized is not as yet large, but a commencement, 
at least, has been made, which may yet result in important 
aid. The funds gained from this source, are invested in se- 
curities, and called the Permanent Fund, the principal of 
which is irrevocably pledged to remain undiminished, the 
interest only being used as a purchasing or binding fund. 

In our last annual report, some reference was made to 
the desirability of bequests in aid of our Society. It was 
believed that many of our members and other citizens would 
if their attention was called to their duty in the matter, 
make provision in their wills, for a small bequest to this So- 
ciety, towards the accumulation ot a Permanent Fund. 
Since then, we have an example in a neighboring city, which 
ought not to be without its silent effect. The Minneapolis 
Atheneum was the recipient, through the will of one of its 
members, of a bequest of $20,000 in property, yielding an 
income of $2,000 per year. It is but seldom in the west 
that public institutions receive such liberal bequests, because 
there are as yet not many of that clasa of persons here, who 

* have the means and disposition to so use them. To some 
extent, however, every person has means which he can thus 
dispose of, and we again urge upon our membeirs and other 
citizens the claims of this Society. Even a very small be- 
quest made by each member tcjwards our Permanent Fund, 
or to aid in the erection of a building for our use, will in a 
few years provide us with a handsome endowment, the in- 
come of which will be ample to enable us to accomplish fully 

. all our purposes. 

A FIRM FOUNDATION ESTABLISHED. 

■ 

Ttie present success of the Society should assure such 
patrons, that whatever is given in this way, will be rightly 
used. We havo passed the period of experiment. Our sue- 
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cess recently has shown what we can do with means. Now 
firmly established, our future prosperity seems insured. 
There seems to be one law controlling the growth of public 
institutions, which all must have noticed. Once, through 
struggles and toil, perhaps, an institution becomes well es- 
tablished, it never lacks friends. Men delight to aid the 
already prosperous cause, who turn indifferently away from 
the appeals of the feeble or declining one. A writer in the 
New York Evening Post, speaking of a gitt to a similar 
institution in another State, well defined this law : " Let a 
foundation be well established, so as to inspire entire confi- 
dence in its perpetuity, and free gifts and offerings will be 
made to it from all quarters, and it will go on increasing in 
importance and resources beyond the wildest dreams of its 
founders." This law will apply to us, as the foundation is 
already established, and we may look for gifts and bequests 
of increasing value and number to flow in upon us. 

OUR FUTURE. 

Indeed, so perfect and well matured are now our plans for 
carrying on the work of the Society, that we need only means 
to enable us to make our institution one which the generations 
who follow us will admiringly appreciate. We have a work 
to do, that, though not tuUy understood or valued now, per- 
haps, must in time become estimated in its true importance. 
Engrossed now as all are by material wants and cares, but 
few in our State have the time and wish to project their pur- 
suits beyond those deaiands of the present. But we cannot 
lose the golden years that would elapse before in this slow 
march of progress, we could meet the general sympathy of 
all. We commenced in good time to perform our work, 
and must unflaggingly improve each moment as it passes. 
To abandon it is to lose opportunities that no regrets of the 
future, which will surely follow such neglect, will avail to 
make good. 

But that future will bring no such regrets — for it is full of 
promise. And adopting as our motto 8pe et LaborCy we 
patiently hope, while we labor, for more extended means 
and conesponding success and usefulness. 

St. Paul, Jan. 9, 1871. 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 



The continued success of the Society is an object for con- 
gratulation and pleasant retrospect, as we assemble in an- 
nual meeting this evening. The past year has been one 
marked in our career, as showing the most rapid advancement 
and success, and is truly encouraging to the friends and pat- 
rons of our Society. We feel the more pride, perhaps, in 
our present prosperous and satisfactory condition, when we 
reflect that it has been within such a brief time, and under so 
many discouragements and diflSculties, that we have achieved 
that condition, and only by a systematic good manage- 
ment, patiently carrying out plans comprehensively laid 
after careful study and reflection. Several years ago it was 
stated in our annual report, that we needed only means to 
enable us to make our Society successful and useful — a fact 
we have abundantly demonstrated, even with the limited 
means at our disposal. And we have now reached a point 
where our usefulness will not be denied, especially by the 
many citizens who have found our library furnished with 
means, nowhere else to be found in our State, to pursue legal, 
historical and statistical investigations. 

THE LIBRARY. 

Our library has increased gratifyingly the past year, both 
in value and size. During 1871, there were received as fol- 
lows: Bound volumes, 712; pamphlets and unbound vol- 
umes, 856 ; manuscripts, 91 ; photographs, 7 ; engravings, 
6; curiosities, 37; maps, 64; files of papers, 8. Total, 1,362 
different articles. 

The sources from which the bound volumes were received, 
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are : from donations, 208 ; from exchange, 36 : by purchase, 

380; binding, 88. 
The following table will show the continued advance of 

Ihe Library for several years past : 



No. report- 


Books. 


Pamphlets. Total in 


ed in 




Library. 


1864 


826, 


1,236, 2,062 


1866 


958, 


1,286, 2,224 


1867 


1,037, 


1,378, 2,415 


^ 1868 


. 1,155, 


2,136, 3,291 


1869 


' 2,330, 


3,632, 5,962 


1870 


3,191, 


6,722, 8,913 


1871 


• 4,017, 


7,301, 11,318 


1872 


• 4,719, 


8,157, 12,876 


While the number ot volumes added is not so large as we 


have before rep 


orted in one 


year, their average value is 


much greater, and has enhanced the average value of the 


entire collection. 


# 






PRINCIPAL WORKS ADDED. 



Both by gift and purchase, especially the latter, a large 
number of very valuable, works have been added to the 
Library. We can no better show how our various depart- 
ments are rapidly becoming filled with them than by giving 
below a few of the more important additions : 

General American and State Histories. — Bancroft's History of the 
United States, 9 vols.; Howe's Historical Collections of Virginia; do 
of New York; Burke's British Empire in America (1741); French's 
Gazetteer of the State of New York; Holloway's History of Kansas; 
rare pamphlets on the American Revolution, 2 vols.; Barber's Histor- 
ical Collections of New Jersey; Carroll's Historical Collections of South 
Carolina, 2 vols.; Hawke's History of North Carolina, 2 vols.; Hamil- 
ton's United States, 7 vols.; Qibb'i| Documentary History of the Rev- 
olution, j3 vols.; Foote's Virginia; Webber's Tales of the Border; 
Meek's Romantic Passages in Southwestern History; Dewees' Letters 
from Texas (1854); Ramsey's Annals of Tennessee; Howe's Historical 
Collections of the Great West; Howe's The Times of the Rebellion 
in the West ; Irving's Conquest of Florida; Mrs. Kemble's Life on a 
Georgia Plantation; History of Herkimer Co., N.Y.; Pre-Columbian 
Discovery of North America; Bonnycastle; Spanish America; Fan- 
court's Yucatan; Abbott's Mexico; Clavigero's History of Mexico, 3 
vols.; Massachusetts Historical Society's Collections, 2 vols.; Brad- 
ford's Dialogue; Hough's History of Lewis Co., N. Y.; History of 
Franklin, Conn, 
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Western History. — Domonech's Seven Years* residence in.tlie Deserts 
of North America, 2 vols; La Sailers Voyage, (Paris, 1871); Early 
Indiana Trials and Sketches; Peck's Immigrants* Guide, 1831; Ameri- 
can Pioneer, 2 vols.; Cox*s Recollections of the Early Settlement of 
Wahash Valley; Fireland's Pioneer, 7 vols.; Hall's Letters from the 
West; Hall's The West, its Soil, Productions, &c.; Hall's Notes on the 
Western States; Knapp's History of Ashland Co., O.; Norton's His- 
tory of Knox Co., O.; Pioneer Record of Ross Co., O.; Old Macki- 
naw, or the Fortress of the Lakes; Gazetteer of Missouri(1837); Hood's 
Forest Scenes; Kohl's Kitchi Garni; Northrop's Pioneer History of 
Medina Co., O.; Mrs. Kinzie'sWaubun, or Early days in the ITorth west; 
Fremont*8 Exploring Expedition, 1843; Wallace's Oregon Question; 
Western Clearings, by Mrs. Kirkland; Life in the West; Brice's Histo- 
ry of Fort Wayne, Ind.; Twiss' Oregon Question Examined; Pember- 
ton's Van Couver Island; British Columbia and Van Couver's Island; 
Four Years in British Columbia; Dunn's History of Oregon; Ohio 
Valley Miscellanies; Greenhow's History of Oregon; Historical sketch- 
es of Michigan, 1836. 

Travels and Explorations in America. — Trollope's North America, 2 
vols.; Maximilian of Wied's Travels in do.; Carver's Travels, 3d Lon- 
don edition; La Hontan, 2 editions; Avantures Le St. Beau, 2 vols., 
Receuil de Voyages, 7 vols.; La Potherie; Histoire de America; Hind's 
Narrative of Travel; Ashe's Travels in America, 3 vol.; Chambers' 
Things in America,; Chastellnx's Travels, 2 vols.; Chateaubriand, 
2 vols.; Talbot's Five Years in America; Birkbeck's Letters from 
Illinois; Fearon's Narrative of a 6,000 mile Voyage in America; 
Across the Rocky Mountains; Schoolcraft's Travels in Central Por- 
tions of the Mississippi Valley; Marryatt's Diary in America, G vols.; 
Cluny's American Traveler, 17C9. 

8ta'e Documents and Publications. — Iowa Agricultural and Insur- 
ance Reports, 1870, 3 vols.; Laws and Documents of Iowa, 6 vol.; 
Census of Iowa, 1 vol.; Agriculture of Mass., 2 vols.; Board of Edu- 
cation of Massachusetts, 1 vol.; Adjutant General's Report, 1 vol.; 
School Committee of Boston; Board of State Charities; Illinois Agri- 
cultural Society, 5 vols.; Board of Public Charities of Pa., 1 vol.; 
Manual of the Michigan Legislature; do of Wisconsin; do of Illinois. 
Wisconsin Agricultural Reports; Census of New York, 1855 and 1865, 
folio, 2 vols.; State Engineer's Reports, 3 vols.; Statutes of Canada, 
26 vols.; Geological Survey of Ohio; Geology of Iowa, 2 vols. 

Works on the Rehellion.—l^oiVB Great Rebellion; Battlefields of the 
South; Putnam's Rebellion Record, 12 vols.; History of Duryea's 
Brigade; DyeV Court of Inquiry, 2 vols.; Fourth Re-union Arriay of 
Cumberland; &c. 

JSV&^it?5rrap/iy.—Sabin's Dictionary, parts 15 to 22; The Book Buyer, 
2 vols.; Smith's Catalogue of Americana; Rhees' Manual of Public 
Libraries; Ludwig's Literature of American Aboriginal Languages; 
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J. Payne Collier's Bibliography, 4 vols.; Lowndo*8 Bibliographers* 
Manual, 4 vols. 

Ameriean Indiam and Antiqu%tie$. — ^Thatcher's Indian Biography; 
Finley's Life among the Indians; Catlin's North American Indians, 2 
Tols.; Kennedy's Origin of the North American Indians; Discovery 
of America by Northmen; Schoolcraft's Myths of Hiawatha; Brad- 
ford's American Antiquities; Stephens' Travels in Tacatan, &c., 4 
vols.; Reports of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 9 vols. 

Hudson* 8 Bay^ Red River and BritM America. — Chappel's Narrative 
of a voyage to Hudson's Bay, 1817; Notes on the Claims of the Hud- 
son's Bay Co., 1817; Sketch of the British Fur Trade in North Amer- 
ica, 1816; Ellis' Voyage to Hudson's Bay, 1747; Russell's Red River 
Country; Huysche's Red River Expedition (of 1870); Herriot's Canada; 
Buckingham's do; Hochalcga, or England in America; Franklin's 
Copper Mine River; " Dot it Down," or Life in the Northwest; His- 
tory of the Red River Troubles (of 1870). 

Biography and Genealogy. — John Adams' Life and Works; Life of 
Sir Thomas Simpson; Mrs. EUet's Pioneer Womenof the West; Burke's 
Armoury of Great Britain and Ireland; Burke's Peerage and Baro- 
netage; Burk'es Extinct Peerage; Burke's Landed Gentry of Great 
Britain and Ireland, 2 vols.; Burke's Royal Families of Great 
Britain, 2 vols.; Bancroft's Life of Washington; Parton'a Life of 
Andrew Jackson, 3 vols,; Miscellanea Genealogia et Heraldica; Vis- 
itation of Leicestershire, 1619; Ancestry of Priscilla Baker, by W; S. 
Appleton; McBride's Pioneer Biography, 2 vols; Life of Gen. Nathan- 
iel Lyon; Life of Rev. C. Bowles; Men of Progress; Marshall's Index 
to printed Pedigrees; Visitation to Notinghamshire. 

Encyclopediae and Wbrke of Reference. — Gazetteer of the World, 14 
vols.; Appleton's American Encyclopedia, 16 vols.; Annuals do, 10 
vols.; Encyclopedia Brittanica, 22 vols.; Niles Register, 52 vols.; 
Dodsley's Annual Register, 75 vols.; Edinburgh Review, 40 vols.; 
Smithsonian Contribution to Knowledge, vol. 17. 

Archives and Public Papers. — State Papers and Public Documents of 
the United States, 1783 to 1819, 12 vols.; Correspondence regarding 
International Boundary; Journals of the Congress of the United 
States, 2d to 9th inclusive; Documents of the 3d Session 40th Con- 
gress, 27 vols.; Hamilton's Federalist; Forest Laws of England; Gen- 
eral Land office Reports, 1842-66, 12 vols.; Congressional Globe, 2d 
Session, 40th Congress, 6 vols. 

PQliCHASES. 

Very fortunately we have been enabled this year to largely 
increase our purchases over any former year. In all $759 
have been expended for books, magazines, etc., against $237 
last year. Our arrangements for purchasing cheaply and to 
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advantage, and securing the rare works we need, have been 
greatly perfected, and are now believed to be all that can 
be desired. Notwithstanding the rarity of most of the 
works we have purchased, (works which are now in 
great request for the many Libraries now being formed in 
the United States,) the average cost of each volume is 
quite reasonable— $2.00, against $1.67 in 1870. The list 
of books given before, shows the kind of books we are en- 
deavoring to collect. Our first care was to secure works re- 
lating, directly or indirectly, to our State ; then, works on 
the history of the northwest, and west at large, and espe- 
cially on the Hudson's Bay, and Bed River region ; and all 
maps and charts of this region, or any portion thereof. 
Some advance has been made also, into the field of general 
American History, Biography, Geography and Statistics, as 
well as in that of our Indians Tribes and American]Antiquities. 
Nor has the department of reference been neglected, as the 
Encyclopedias and Gazetteers added show ; while works on 
Bibliography, indispensable in working a library, have not 
been overlooked. On the whole, we may congratulate our- 
selves on the results of the year's purchases. We have gone 
on carefully and judiciously, strengthening the most valua- 
ble , departments of our library, as far as our means would 
permit, nor have we unduly increased one, at the expense 
of others. 

GIFTS. 

Our friends and patrons have remembered us the past 
year with many very generous gifts, some of them of much 
value and interest. Dr. Samuel A. Green, of Boston, con- 
tinues his kind interest in our success, 20 bound and 432 
unbound volumes having come from his generous hand. 
James J. Hill, of our Executive Council, adds 26 volumes 
of Canada Laws and Statutes to our department of State 
Laws and documents, besides five volumes of history. Hon. 
J. T. Averill has sent us 37 public documents, and Hon. 
Alex. Eamsey 25 do ; Dr. Charles H. Boardman contributes 
a fine set of the Edinburgh Heview^ vols. 1 to 40 ; George 
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Culver, of St. Paul, 33 volmnes of much interest ; Kobert 
Clarke, of CinciDiiati, an old and generous contributor to 
our Library, enriches it with 8 works on western history, 
and Dr. F. B. Hough, of Xew York, with a number of val- 
uable historical and statistical volumes. To Hon. W. S. 
Appleton, of Boston ; Geo. TT. Childs, of Philadelphia ; 
Gen* W. S. Hancock; Dr. Edward Jarvis, of Massachusetts ; 
J. Munsell, Albany; W. U. Stephens, Lowville, N. Y.; 
Hon. James Shaw, Illinois ; and many others, our thanks 
are gratefully tendered for valuable works and other gifts. 
The list of our contributors will be found in the appendix. 
In all, 151 persons and institutions have contributed to our 
success the present year, for which we return our grateful 
acknowledgments. 

PAMPHLETS. 

Our pamphlet collection is increasing in a satisfactory 
manner. We have now over 8,000 pamphlets, and unbound 
volumes, most of them valuable, and frequently referred to. 
Many of them can, with much advantage, be bound, if our 
means, and the facilities for such work here would warrant 
the step. The principal donors this year have been. Dr. 
Samuel A. Green, 422 ; Dr. F. B. Hough, 51 ; John J. 
Knox, 27 ; Robert Clarke, 35 ; Dr. Edward Jarvis, 16 ; Joel 
Munsell, Albany, 14; Eev. TV. S. Alexander, Eacine, 
10, &c. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Gratifying additions have been made to our newspaper 
collection since our last report. The publishers of our State, 
with no exception worth noting, generously contribute their 
papers to this Society, by which they are cared for as their 
value and importance demands. We have now 267 bound vol- 
umes of newspapers, the greater portion of them Minnesota 
journals, reaching back to 1S49, and they are increasing at 
the rate of 60 volumes per year. During the past year we 
have had 70 volumes bound, and there are but few now 
awaiting tho binder's art. No department of our Library 
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can be more valuable than this, and none is more frequently 
consulted. "We are almost daily gratified that our care in 
collecting and preserving these memorials of the times, has 
been of the greatest value to some of our citizens, who have 
consulted them for legal, statistical, or historical data. In 
time, these must constitute the great treasury of facts for 
the historians, biographers or statisticians of our State, and 
our eiforts in securing and preserving them will be rightly 
appreciated. During the year several files have been pre- 
sented to us — ^by Gov. Austin, 4 volumes (unbound) of the 
J^ew York Tribune for 1870 ; and by G. A. Hamilton, 4 
volumes of Saint Panl papers, preserved by himself, togeth- 
er with 6 volumes filed in the oflice of the Saint Paul & 
Sioux City E. R. Company. 

PORTRAITS. 

We have been fortunate the past year in securing three 
portraits which are valuable to our collection. One is a 
capital likenes3 of Maj. Joseph E. Brown, the widely known 
pioneer and public man of Minnesota, presented by his fam- 
ily. Second — an oil portrait of Kamsey Crooks, the Presi- 
dent of the American Fur Company, the gift of his son, 
Col. Wm. Crooks, of St. Paul. The third, unframed as yet, 
is a tinted photograph of J. B. Faribault, at the time of his 
death the oldest white settler in our State. It is the gift of 
Judge Berry, who kindly procured it for us from a small 
copy in possession of the family of the deceased. 

OTHER PICTURES. 

Nathan Myrick presents us with a large photograph of 
a group of Sioux Chiefs and warriors, who, in 1859 went 
to Washington on some treaty business. Most, if not all 
of the twenty-one Dakotah celebrities represented in the 
group, are now dead, rendering the picture somewhat valu- 
able as a memento of these oncfe celebrated characters who 
heid sway over what now constitutes the most of the settled 
portion of our State. Charles E. Zimmerman, the talented 
artist of Saint Paul, has also donated to the Society a num- 
ber of portraits of old settlers, and historical views. Our 
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only regret is that our wall room lias become so limited that 
we cannot properly display what pictures we have, a fact 
which but poorly encourages others to contribute to what 
we hope may (in time) become the nucleus of a creditable art 

gallery. 

MAPS AND CHARTS. 

Our collection of maps and charts has increased gratify- 
ingly in size and value. In addition to our purchase of sev- 
eral very rare and interesting old atlases and maps of Amer- 
ica, published in the 17th and 18th centuries, we have 
received a number of others by gift — ^most of them relating 
to our own State. We are endeavoring to complete our col- 
lection on this State, and have nearly done so. Diligent 
watch is kept for every new Minnesota state, county or town 
map published. We have been generously aided in this 
effort by the lithographic publishers of this city, Messrs. 
Eeed & Monasch, and G. J. Kice, who have both contribu- 
ted copies of such maps as they have executed the past year. 
We have also received from M. N. Kellogg 11 maps ; Gen. 
Hancock, 16 ; J. W. Prince, 1 ; Gen. Holabird, 2 ; Johnson 
& Eobertson, 2 ; and from A. J. Hill, Richard Relf, C. H. 
Dixon, and J. S. Loomis, 1 each. 

THE CABINET. 

Our limited room has also greatly interfered with another 
department of our collection, viz.: the Historical Cabinet. 
Still, we have received a number of valuable curiosities. 
Henry S. Back contributes 16 specimens of mineralogy, 
from the Cottonwood and Pipe Stone region ; Capt. J. K. 
Arnold, a curiously worked saddle-bags, captured from the 
Piegans in Montana, and James J. Hill, an ornamented 
buckskin garment, made by the Manitoba Indians, and worn 
by one of the principal chiefs in that province. From Maj. 
A. H. Sibley we have received a beautiful nugget of quartz 
from the celebrated Silver Island of Lake Superior, and 
from Col. John P. Owens, of Taylor's Falls, a fragment of 
remarkably pure copper, dug up from a street in that town. 
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N. F. Barnes, of St. Cloud, contributes two historical auto- 
graphs. Currency and coins have been received from Capt. 
Charles A. Smith, Anoka ; Geo. L. Cakes, St. Paul ; C. C. 
Lowe, Lake City ; Capt. A. Cutter, Anoka ; Hon. A. Ram- 
sey, O. Dinsmore, K. H. L. Jewett, Gov. Austin, Orange 
King, and others. 

AEClLfiOLOGY. 

The progress of our archaeological investigations has nec- 
essarily been limited the past year. Still, some valuable 
facts have been developed. The following gentlemen have 
furnished us with written information concerning original 
earthworks: Wm. A. Smith, of the N. P. E. E.; B. F. 
Christlieb, of Hennepin Co.; David McKenzie, of St. Paul; 
and O. Jorgens, of Otter Tail Co. It was hoped that dur- 
ing the propress of the vigorous railroad building going on 
in our State, that many interesting relics would have been 
unearthed, and found their way to our Cabinet, but in this 
we have been disappointed. We hear of these aboriginal 
curiosities being found occasionally, but they are generally 
secured by eastern tourists, or become lost in unappreciative 
hands. Two valuable implements have been presented to us 
the past year — from C. D. Dorr, of St. Anthony, a copper 
spear head, found at that place, and from Eugenio A. J'ohn- 
ston, of St. Paul, a stone hatchet, found in the upper part 
of this city. 

FINANCES. 

The Treasurer's books show the expenditures of the So- 
ciety the past year to be as follows : 

Printing $22.75 

Stationery 17.15 

Postage 44.88 

Freight and Express 58.17 

Miscellaneous 5.35 

Purchase of Books 759.75 

Binding 174.50 

Furniture : . . . . , 258.00 

- Salary 1,200.00— $2,540.55 
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The greatest care has been taken by our committees charged 
with the expenditure of the Legislative appropriation, to 
execute the trust with an eye solely to the best and largest 
results, and in this we believe they have succeeded admirably. 

HE-ISSUE OF OUIi COLLECTIONS. 

The first volume of our Collections is now entirely out of 
print. We have not a single copy that can be given away, 
while numerous requests are being made for it, from corres, 
ponding societies and contributors. It comprises a large 
amount of valuable and interesting historical matter, and its 
re-issue seems to be a necessity. It would be of great value 
to us as an exchange, and in introducing our Society to no- 
tice abroad. As we have no means that can be applied to 
such a purpose, we respectfully suggest to the Legislature to 
•authorize the society to have the work executed by the State 
Printer, to be audited out of the general printing fund. 

ROOMS. 

We again most urgently call the attention of the Legisla- 
ture to the crowded condition of our rooms. We are now 
seriously embarassed in our operations from want of sufficient 
room, and the evil is daily .growing worse. Some provision 
is urgently needed to remedy this trouble, and we hope may 
be made at the present session. 

The subject of a suitable building for our own use is thus 
brought again to our attention. This we inust have before 
many months, and the Society and its friends should be con- 
sidering, in a serious and determined manner, the problem 
as to how means to effect the desired end may be obtained. 
Various solutions have been offered, but until some more 
vigorous and determined action is taken by the Society, it is 
not likely that anything will be accomplished. 

OUR WOKK FOK THE FUTURE. 

If this desideratum were supplied, and presuming that we 
are enabled to command means for our cmTcnt expenses, the 
future success and progress of the Society would be ensured. 
We are now expected to perform a work greater and more 
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extensive than we are prepared for, but look forward con- 
fidently to the time when more favorable surroundings may 
enable us to fulfill the most sanguine expectations of our 
friends in this respect. That we have demonstrated to the 
most doubtful the importance, value and necessity of our 
institution, none will now deny. By what other means or 
agency could the work we have done, been performed? 
Wisely, indeed, was our institution founded, and with objects 
certainly important enough to vindicate its claims to public 
confidence and support. The unparalleled growth and ad- 
vancement of the Northwest, particularly of our own State, 
unmistakably devolved upon the men of to-day the duty of 
taking active and successful means to procure a true record 
of its past history. The races that once inhabited this region 
were rapidly disappearing, and all account of their religion, 
customs and history were fading away as rapidly, to be soon 
lost unless recorded. The brave and daring pioneers of the 
I^orthwest, who explored its vast rivers and lakes, and first 
traversed the great prairies and forests of our State, plant- 
ing the mission house or the trading post in those wilds, and 
whose exploits, escapes, perils and achievements constitute 
the romantic period of our history, were becoming well nigh 
forgotten. While the no less interesting and wonderful 
events of the present generation — the settlement of the State, 
the peopling and tilling of our vast prairies and forests,, the 
building of extensive railroads and other public works, and 
the marvellous rise of our towns and cities, with all the 
institutions of the highest civilization, and whose rapid growth 
have been unexampled in history — these would have been 
lost, or so imperfectly recorded as to be useless to posterity, 
without some institution like this whose especial object it 
should be to collect and preserve those memorials. 

Such is our province, and our past success is an evidence 
that the trust confided to us has been rightly managed, in- 
spiring us with confidence to go on reaping the rewards of 
past labor, and still with hope that the future will unfold 
enlarged usefulness and success. 
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Got Horace Austin, 

Gov A G Archibald, Manitoba, 

Wm S Appleton, Boston, 

Rer W 8 Alexander, Racine, Wis. 

Hon J T Averill, 

Hon H D Barron, Washington, 

ReT. C D Bradlee, Boston. 

Byron A Baldwin, Chicago, 

W T Brigham, Boston, 

Dr Chas H Boardman, St. Paul, 

Hon J H Baker, Washington, 

Capt R Blakely, St. Paul 

Alex Begg, Esq. Winnipeg, 

B F Christlieh, Lon^ Lake, 

Robert Clarke, Cincinnati, 

J B Chancy, St. Paul, 

Geo W Childs, Phila, 

Charleg A Cutter, Boston, 

Capt Henry A Castle, St. Paul, 

Wm S Combs, St Paul, 

T Apoleon Choner, Leon, N Y, 

Geo. Culver, St. Paul, 

E F Drake, do. 

Charles H Dixon, Jo. 

J Watts De Peyster, Tivoli, N Y. 

Hon M H Dunnell, Congress, 

Hon O Dinsmore, Red Wing, 

Dr D C Estes, Lake City, 
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H B Forman, London, Eng., 
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W P Garrison, New York, 
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John W. Hammersley, N Y, 
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Rev John Mattocks, St. Paul, 
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G B Stebbins, Detroit, 
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REPORT OF THE EXECQTIVE COUNCIL. 



The Historical Society has just closed a very successful 
year, perhaps in many respects the most so of its career, 
and in presenting their Annual Report, the Executive Coun- 
cil again congratulates the members, and the people ot the 
State generally, on the gratifying condition of usefulness 
and success to which it has advanced. It has now reached 
a stage in which it can compare favorably with similar soci- 
eties in older states, very much longer established, and 
under much more favorable advantages for accomplishing 
the work devolving on such institutions. These facts are 
mentioned, not in any spirit of boasting, or self-praise, but 
to show that our condition is creditable to the generous and 
enlightened action of our State, which ha& mainly enabled 
us to accomplish what we have. 

THE LIBRARY. 

During the past year we have received as accessions to 
the library, as follows : Bound volumes, 577 ; pamphlets 
and unbound volumes, 233 ; photographs, 41 ; MSS, 5 ; en* 
gravings, 29 ; curiosities, 97 ; newspapers, 2 ; broadsides, 
6 ; maps, 14. 

I'he sources from which the bound volumes were received 
is as follows : By gift and exchange, 70 ; by purchase, 409 ; 
binding, 79. 

The total number of bound volumes in the library at pres- 
ent, is 5296, and of pamphlets, 8390, or in all, 13,686 pub- 
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lications, beingby far the largest, as we consider it the most 
valuable, collection in the State. 

PRINCIPAL WORKS ADDED. 

The following partial list of gifts and purchases of worka 
will show what are the nature and value of the principal 
accessions to our bound books the past year : 

American Indians and Antiquities. — Ojibwa Testament; 
Tanner's Narrative of Indian Captivity; Stone's Life of 
Brant; Life of Red Jacket; Logan and Cresap; McKenney 
& Hall's Indian Tribes of North America, 3 vols. ; Ameri- 
can Life and Character ; Traditional History of the Ojibwas ; 
Drake's Book of the Indians ; History ot the Baptist Indian 
Missions; Morse's Report on Indian Affairs, 1822; Cos- 
tumes, Habits and Character of the Aborigines of America. 

Politics and Political Economy. — Cobden Club Essays^ 
2nd Series ; The Oberlin Wellington Rescue ; Thompson's 
Lectures and Debates on Slavery ; De Tocqueville's Democ- 
racy ; The Federalist, 2 vols. ; The Pamphleteer, 22 vols. ; 
Bound pamphlets on Slavery, 3 vols. 

The Rebellion. — The Sanitary Commission in the Valley 
of the Mississippi; Orders of the War Department, 
1861-65, 2 vols. ; History of the 8th Wisconsin Volunteers ; 
Army of the Cumberland, 5th Annual Reunion; Prison 
Prose and Poetry, (Confederate.) 

Public Documents. — Blue Book, 1872 : Journals and 
Documents of Congress, 28 vols. ; Congressional Globe, 5 
vols. ; Patent OfEce Specifications, New Series, 54 vols. 

Encyclopedias and Works of Reference. - Haydn's Diction- 
ary of Sciences ; do. of the Bible ; do. of Dates ; Chambers' 
Encyclopedia of Literature, 2 vols. ; do. of Information, 2 
vols. ; Fosbrooke's Encyclopedia of Antiquities, 2 vols. ; 
Lewis's Topographical i Dictionary of England, Scotland, 
Ireland, &c., 15 vols. ; Appleton's Annual Encyclopedia for 
1871; Thom's Irish Almanac, 1872; Edinburg Almanac, 
1872; British Almanac and Companion, 1872; Hone's 
Every Day Book, 4 vols. ; Historical Record for 1872. 
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JBibliographicah — Sabin's Dictionary of American Books, 
<5 parts ; Private Libraries of Now York ; Allibone's Dic- 
tionary of Authors, 3 vols. ; British Museum Hand Book; 
Notes sur la Nouvello France, (Harris) ; Second Supplement 
to the Catalogue of the N. Y. Mercantile Library ; Index 
Catalogue of the New York State Library. 

European History,— JAngaxA^s History of England, 10 
volumes; Benton's Naval History of England, 3 vols.; 
Fuller's Church History ot England, 3 vols; Nichol's 

Pedigree of the English People ; Eussell's Modern Europe, 
4 vols. ; Knight's Pictorial History of England, 8 vols. ; 
Gibbon's Rome, 2 vols. 

Works on the West and Northwest. — Carver's Travels, 
third London edition ; Colton's Tour of the Great Lakes ; 
Narrative of Occurrences in the Indian Countries of North 
American ; Umphreville's Hudson Bay ; Sheldon's Michigan ; 
Annals of San Francisco ; McFie's Van Couver's Island and 
British Columbia; Lea's Notes on Wisconsin Territory; 
Minnesota as a Home for Invalids ; Red River, by J. J. 
Hargraves ; Wisconsin Legislative Manual for 1872 ; James 
Hall's ^'Statistics of the West;" Tales of the Northwest, by 
William J. Snelling ; The Net in the Bay, by the Bishop 
of Rupert's Land ; Hudson's Bay, or Every Day Life in the 
Wilds of North America ; Agassiz's Lake Superior. 

Travels and JExploraiions in America^ Descriptive Worlcs^ 
4&C. — Kendall's Santa Fe Expedition, two volumes; Coxe's 
Carolana; Trollope's Domeatic Manners of the Americans, 
two volumes; Ross's Narrative ot Arctic Explorations; 
Dicken's American Notes ; Faux's Memorable Days ; Bouch- 
ette's Canada; Parry's Journal of Arctic Exploration; 
Whymper's Alaska ; Featherstonhaugh's Excursion through 
the Slave States, two volumes ; Humboldt's Travels, seven 
volumes; Miss Martineau's Retrospect of Western Travel; 
Van Couver's Voyage, six volumes ; Brantz Mayer's Mexico ; 
Bradbury's Travels ; Mrs. Ellet's Summer Rambles in the 
West. 

General American ^ iState or Local History. — Gordon's 
American Independence, four volumes; Niles' Principles 
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and Acts of the Eevolution ; Lossing's Field Book of the 
Revolution, two volumes; Elliot's Debates on the Federal 
Constitution, five volumes ; Conwallis' Correspondence, three 
volumes ; Williams' History of the Invasion and Capture of 
Washington ; Sabine's Loyalists ; Cooper's Naval History of 
the United Statcis, two volumes ; Massachusetts Historical 
Collections, twenty-three volumes; Prescott's Conquest of 
Mexico, three vols. ; Stiles' History of Winsor, Connecticut; 
Hudson's History of Lexington, Massachusetts ; Barry's His- 
tory of Hanover, Massachusetts ; Jackson's History of New- 
ton, Massachusetts ; Bartlett's Pilgrim Fathers ; Stiles' His- 
tory of Brooklyn, three volumes ; Hough's Siege ot Charles- 
ton ; Hough's Siege of Savannah ; Rhode Island Historical 
Collections, four volumes; Williamsburg Orderly Book; 
Collins' Sketches of Kentucky ; Jones' Oneida County, New 
York ; Clarke's Onondaga County, New York, two volumes ; 
Marbois' History of Louisiana ; Annals of the Iowa Histori- 
cal Society, six volumes ; Robertson's History of America, 
two volumes ; Early History ot the Falls of the Schuylkill ;. 
Westfield, Massachusetts Bi-Centenary ; Long Island His- 
torical Collections, two volumes ; Annals of Tryon County, 
New York; Cists' Cincinnati in 1851. 

Genealogy^ Biography and Heraldry. — Visitations of Ox- 
fordshire and Devonshire, (HarleianMSS.) Drake's Diction- 
ary of American Biography ; Patronymica Britannica ; An- 
derson's Surnames ; New England Historical and Genealog- 
ical Register, 1872 ; New York Genealogical and Biograph- 
ical Record, 1872 ; Lippincott's Dictionary ot Biography, 2 
vols. ; Hayden's Index of Biography ; De Brett's Peerage, 
Baronetage and Commons, 3 vols. ; Williment's Regal Her- 
aldry ; Bradford's Arms of the Bishops ; Ellis' Antiquities 
of Heraldry ; Burke's Pedigrees ot Extinct Baronets ; Gene- 
alogies of the following American families: — Appleton, 
Alden, Abbott, Allen, Bolles, Bellows, Bergen^ Brattle,. 
Clark, Capron, Cushman, Chauncy, Drake, Dudley, Day^ 
Dumaresq, Fiske, Foister, Fuller, Foote, Oilman, Good- 
win, Guild, Gale, Grant, Glover, Hutchinson and Oliver,. 
Hutchinson and Marbury, Hurlbut, Holt, Hastings, Hoyt, 
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HuntiDgdon, Hunt, Harris, Hall, Holmes, Hosmer, Holton, 
Jarvis, Judd, Kilbouro, Lawrence, Loomis, Macy, Mont* 
gomery, Mudge, Olmstead, Pratt, Peck, Peabody, Richard- 
son, Redfield, Stranahan,^Stetson, Bawson, Stiles, Stoddard, 
Steele, Shattuck, Stickney, Slafter, Todd, Van Brant, Vin- 
ton, Ward, Watkin and Winchell ; Durrie's Index to Amer- 
ican Pedigrees ; Savage's Genealogical Dictionary^ 4 vols. ; 
Samuel Adams' Life and Services, 3 vols. ; Life of Gov. ]N. 
Edwards, of IlL ; Obituary Addresses on Daniel Webster ; 
Hazlett's Napoleon ; Memoir of Lieut. Greble, U. S. A. ; 
Life of Josiah Quincy. 

PUBGHASES. 

The amount expended during 1872 for books was slightly 
in exc3ss of any previous year. In all $965 were paid for 
books, purchasing 409 bound volumes, being an average of 
about $2.10 per volume. Considering the rarity and high 
price of some classes of works we are collecting, such as 
encyclopedias and costly works of reference, this average 
cost is certainly low, as any experienced book gatherer must 
admit. Some of these works have been out of print tor 
many years, and only turn up at long intervals in catalogues 
of book sales. These are carefully and vigilantly watched, 
and our arrangements for securing them are very complete 
and satisfactory. Any one examining the list before given 
must agree that the works are very suitable to our library 
and entirely within the purview of such an institution. In 
view of the competition now going on between the purvey- 
ors of our numerous public and private libraries, we have 
been very fortunate in securing the choice works mentioned, 
so that we can congratulate ourselves in having made sub- 
stantial and good progress during the year, towards accumu- 
lating such a library as an institution like this should have. 
We say •* towards" accumulating it, for while valuable 
generally and full in many departments, it is yet very far 
from the collection we hope ultimately to have. 
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PRESENT CONDITION OF THE LIBRARY. 



% 



Still, we have good reason for feeling a pride in it as it is, 
and to show this, a glance at its general condition may not 
be uninteresting to our friends and patrons who have had no 
opportunity of visiting it. 

Our first business was, of course, to secure every work 
relating directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, to Miunc- 
sota. This we have accomplished so completely, that on our 
shelves will be found almost everything that can illustrate the 
history of Minnesota. There are only one or two trifling pub- 
lications known on this subject that we have failed to secure. 
Even pamphlets, transient issues of the press, broadsides, pro- 
grammes, circulars, waifs that are generally thrown aside at 
the time as ** trash," — there is nothing apparently too trivial 
to find a place in our collection on our own State. Hence, our 
collection is necessarily very complete, and as we have been 
some eight or ten years in accomplishing this, it would in 
all probability require that much time for any other institu- 
tion to procure a similar collection, even if at this day it 
could be done at all. We have reason to know that our 
works on this subject have proved of the very greatest value 
and usefulness to our citizens in many ways, and it is now 
pretty generally understood that when a book or document 
cannot be found anywhere else, the ** Historical Society has 
it." The numerous references to this department for statis- 
cal or other information by persons sometimes taking jour- 
neys of considerable length for the purpose, and even the 
use of our documents as evidence in courts, fully establishes 
its value and usefulness. 

On the subject of western und north-western history, 
geography, and descriptive works, to which we are also, of 
course, giving special attention, we are beginning to be very 
strong, some 500 works directly embraced under that head, 
and many more intimately connected with it, evinces our 
diligent and successful search in that field. They embrace 
very many of the early voyages and explorations in ** Nou- 
elle France," and *« Louisiana," and the descriptive and his- 
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torical writings of the early French explorers and Relations 
of the Jesuit missionaries. We have still much to d6 in 
this field, but if we continue to have means, fee works 
needed cannot much longer escape the vigilant eyes of our 
book committee. In some special portions of this depart- 
ment we are almost absolutely complete. For instance, one 
ot our sub-specialties has been the Red River or Hudson's 
Bay region. It is pleasant to know that almost every work 
pertaining to that region mentioned in Bibliographies dating 
from 1744 to the present year, including also documents of 
the Canadian and British Parliaments down to the close of 
the *' Kiel Rebellion" is in our Library. Gentlemen from 
Manitoba who have examined it sav there is no collection 
60 complete in all British America, save in the Parliamen- 
tary Library at Ottawa. Our collection on the West, gen- 
erally, is designed^to include the central States and Terri- 
tories, Government explorations, geological or scientific and 
topographical surveys in what are now known as Dakota, 
Nebraska, Colorado, Montana, &c., and even Oregon and 
Washington and the Pacific Coast, as a good collection 
of works on British Columbia and Van Couver's Island 
testify. Our travels and explorations in America, par- 
ticularly the west, include the most valuable works down 
to a late period. 

On general American and State History we are accumu- 
lating a fine collection, and local history has not been over- 
looked as far as our means would permit. So many of these 
works having been published only by subscription, and be- 
coming so soon out of print, makes it difficult to collect 
them. They are high priced, but absolutely indispensable to 
the Library we hope time and means will enable us to accu- 
mulate. The publications of most of the Historical and Anti- 
quarian Societies of the United States are also in our Library. 
Of documentary and archival works pertaining to the United 
States, we have a very fine collection, embracing complete 
ests of the Annals of Congress, Force's American Archives, 
American State Papers, Congressional Globe, Elliot's De^ 
bates, and other works of that class. Niles' Regis terj might 
2 
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be mentioned in this connection. The documents and 
Journals of Congress, several hundred volumes, have been 
secured complete from 1844 to the present time, a period 
of almost 30 years. We have also the publications of several. 
States, Colonial and Provincial Papers, etc. , those of New 
York, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, <&c., 
being most prominent, and of the more valuable publications 
of various States, such as Legislative and Executive Docu- 
menls, Agricultural, Educational and Statistical Reports, 
Geological Surveys, Journals and Statutes, we have a large 
number* 

European History, both ancient and modern, has also 
received the attention due in a library of this nature. Of 
English History alone we have a collection numbering 300 
volumes, 220 of which are the very valuable, and in some 
cases rare, publications ot the British Record Commission. 
Of standard magazines and reviews, such as Blackwood's, 
th^ Edinburg, Dodsley's Register, Hunt's Merchants' Mag- 
azine, Historical Magazine, and others, we have complete or 
nearly complete sets. 

A number of works of reference, such as Dictionaries, 
Gazetteers, Encyclopedias, (among the latter both the Amer- 
ican and Britannica,) works costly, but indispensable, will 
give the reader ample facilities for reference on almost any 
imaginable topic. This department will still be extended. 
While the lover of Genealogy — ^and nearly every one now 
seems tinctured with a taste for that interesting study — will 
find on our shelves over 100 of the best general works on the 
subject, besides pedigrees of a great number of separate 
families, an entire library of a collector being among the 
purchases the past year. The biographical department is 
also strong, as well as the subject of the North American 
Indians, a class of works in great demand by collectors just 
now. In Bibliography, a necessary class of works in a 
library, we have a few of great value and desirability. On 
the subject of American Slavery and the Rebellion, another 
class of works now much sought after by collectors and 
libraries, we have a considerable number — the foreshadow- 
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ingy wo trust, of a choice and valuable alcove tilled with 
those works — iqcluding not only bound volumes, but pamph- 
letS) scrap-books of newspaper cuttings, MSS. (such as Con- 
federate and Union Order Books), and Confederate public 
documents, trophies, battle relics, &c« 

Of American Patent Office Reports, we have all from 
1844, and the only set in the State of the new series. The 
latter are referred to more fully elsewhere. 

Our newspaper collection is one of the most valuable fea- 
tures of our library, and so far as Minnesota journals are 
concerned, is so nearly complete that we can excusably 
boast of its value. It is referred to more fully in another 
place. Qur pamphlet collection, also more fully described 
elsewhere, is too becoming a source of pride, and now num- 
bers over 8,000 separate volumes and documents. Of maps 
uud charts of the northwest, and Minnesota in particular, 
we hare a very fine collection, being in some sub-series, 
almost complete. In portraits, engravings and MSS., we 
have made gratifying progress towards a good collection. 

We make this exhibit to show that our expenditures and 
efforts the past six or eight years have not been without abun- 
dant fruit, but wisely and successfully directed to building 
up a collection which is undeniably a credit to the State, of 
intrinsic value far greater than its cost, and which, if con- 
tinned with the success which it has hitherto enjoyed, must 
soon become, if it is not now, an institution in our State 
that no citizen can fail to feel a just pride in. 

GIFTS. 

Very many and very generous have been the gifts be- 
stowed on us the past year by our patrons. We can, how- 
ever, only enumerate a few -of the principal ones. Hon. 
Alex. Ramsey has secured for us thirty-one volumes of Con- 
gressional Publications ; Hon. M. H. Dunnell, thirteen, and 
Hon. J. T. Averill, fourteen. The Ohio Hist, and Philo- 
sophical Society places us in their debt for eleven volumes and 
eighty pamphlets, all very desirable. W. M. Stees, of St. 
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Paul, nine volumes ; 6. J. Rice, eight volumes ; Capt. B 
Blakeley, three very valuable books. Smaller, but no less 
welcome additions have been made by Capt. W. M. Heath, 
Hon. J. S. Letford, of Carver, A. Lasher, A. J. Hill, Rev. 
E. F. Slafter, of Boston, Maj. Gen. Hancock and others. 
Gifts of newspaper files, pamphlets, maps, curiosities, &c., 
are mentioned under those special heads, and a complete 
list of donors of books, and pamphlets given in the appendix, 
to which reference is hereby made. The Society gratefully 
appreciates the generous contributions of our friends, to 
whom our thanks are returned, in general and in particular. 

PAMPHLETS. 

ft 

Our pamphlet collection has received a large accession of 
valuable documents the past year, both by purchase, ex- 
change and gift. The principal donors are Irving Todd, 84 , 
E. P. Boon, N. Y., 57 ; Rev. J. F. Tuttle, 5 ; Hon. Alex. 
Ramsey, 14 ; Hon. James Shaw, 111., 25 ; F. A. Holden, 4 ; 
Dr. Samuel A. Green, 11 ; Maryland Historical Society, 17 ; 
Astor Library, N. Y., 24 ; Ohio Historical and Philosophi- 
cal Society, 80 ; J. F. Williams, 9. Most of these are 
choice and valuable. Our Pamphlet collection has now in- 
creased to over 8,000 numbers. It is especially rich on 
many subjects now much sought for by collectors. Most of 
the pamphlets are assorted by subjects, and tied in temporary 
volume covers. When our collection becomes somewhat 
more complete, many of them can profitably be bound, thus 
forming a very valuable collection. 

PATENT OFFICE SPECIFICATIONS. 

The old issue of Patent Office Reports, with which every 
one is familiar, and looked on generally as so much rubbish, 
to be ultimately thrown into the waste basket, has been 
superceded by a new series, more full and explicit in the 
specifications, and handsomely illustrated. These are not 
distributed in the hap-hazard, broadcast style of the old 
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reports, but sets are deposited with certain libraries in each 
State, under regulations made by Congress. Through the 
kind influence of Gov. Austin, this Library was designated 
as the one, [and the only one under the act of Congress 
mentioned] in this State, to be the depository of a set of the 
specifications. Taken in connection with our series ot the 
past twenty-eight years, it forms a valuable library of refer- 
ence for the mechanics, inventors and artisans of our Stale, 
aind is very largely consulted, sometimes by persons from a 
considerable distance. Fifty-four volumes have been issued 
during the year, and at the rate of their issue, the series will 
alone fill an alcove in a few months. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The value and importance of this department of our Libra- 
ry can hardly be rightly estimated, except by one like the 
Librarian, who daily sees evidences of it. We now receive 
over one hundred journals, comprising nearly all of those • 
printed in this State. These are the generous gifts of the 
publishers, and have been contributed to us with the under- 
standing that they are to be preserved by the Society as a 
collection of the journalistic literature of the State, reflecting 
credit on that honorable profession, and at the same time of 
great use and value to the citizens. The collection, arrange- 
ment, care and completion of so many issues, of course 
demands a considerable share of the Librarian's time, but 
not disproportioned to the value of the department as com- 
pared with the rest of the Library. That care has enabled 
us to exhibit with peculiar pride the shelves strained with 
the weight of over 300 bound volumes of these works, while 
we have also at least 100 volumes ready for the binder. 
They extend back over a full century of our national exis- 
tence, and may be said to chronicle with more than a 
historian's accuracy or minuteness, the important events of 
that period. Of many of the journals of our State we have 
the only existing files. And so valuable — so utterly irre- 
placablo by any sum of money, indeed, has our whole 
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collection become, it makes us solicitous for their safety, 
and is the principal argument for that fire-proof depository 
in which we hope ere many years to secure our bibliothecal 
treasures. Their destruction by fire would be a loss to the 
State now incalculable, to be more and more keenly deplored 
as years roll on. In addition to the journals above men- 
tioned, regularly sent to us by the publishers, we have 
received by purchase and gift a number of others. From 
M. C. Bussell, of Brainerd, 2 bound volumes of the Winona 
Daily Democrat, 1865 ; from G. A. Hamilton, six volumes, 
unbound, of various journals; from Col. John H. Stevens, 
of Minneapolis, files of early territorial papers ; from Rev. 
John Mattocks, some additions to the very valuable lot of 
Revolutionary papers contributed by him last year ; from J. 
D. Nickerson, 3 volumes of the Army and Navy Journal, 
&C.J &c. Arrangements were made during the year to 
secure the leading dailies of New York, Philadelphia, 
Cincinnati, Chicago, and other principal cities, these form- 
ing in a short time a journalistic library invaluable for 
reierence on almost every conceivable topic of the times. 

PORTRAITS, MAPS, CURIOSITIES, &C. 

Our appeal to our old pioneers and prominent men for 
their portraits, has met with some response. We have 
received their photographs at least, and hope in time for 
something more durable and satisfactory. It ought not to 
be fear of an accusation of vanity that prevents the pioneers 
of our State from depositing their portraits with us to pre- , 
serve for the generations to come alter us, for we have 
requested them to do so, as a duty they owe to an institu- 
tion like this, and they should comply in that light. During 
the summer our Librarian, while on a visit East, discovered, 
and procured a copy of a portrait ot Col. Josiah Snelling. 
Perhaps other portiaits of pioneers, not now known to be in 
existence, can be discovered and procured. It would be 
gratifying to have those of every one prominently connected 
with the history of Minnesota. Some valuable pictures and 
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engravings have been contributed by John McAllister, the 
well known antiquarian of Philadelphia ; also by Geo. R. 
Stuntz, of Duluth; and thirty-five photographs frrm the 
justly celebrated gallery of Charles E. Zlnimerman, of St. 
Paul. We regret that our wall room is now so limited we 
can scarcely do justice in hanging the pictures we have 
received. 

Sonae very valuable maps, most of them pertaining to 
Minnesota, or to the region closely surrounding it, have 
been contributed by Geo. Freudenreich, Hon. G. A. Kuck- 
holt, A. J. Hill, L. W. Stratton, Gen. M. D. Flower, G. 
Jay Rice, F. B. Mayer, Maj. Gen. Hancock, J. M. Wing 
and W. A. Truesdell, and others. Our map and atlas de- 
partment is rapidly becoming full and valuable, and is aug- 
mented by purchases as we have opportunity. 

A very valuable and complete set of the copper and nickle 
<5oins of the United States, from 1787 down, 85 in number, 
Avas presented to us by H. R. Frothingham, of Charlestown, 
Mass. Curious and interesti:]g relics of the late civil strife 
ha»ve been received from Dr. P. Barton, Charles Eaton and 
others. From E. D. B. Porter, ahandsome'canemadefrom 
the sallows at Mankato on which the 88 Indian murderers 
were executed in 1862, and other valuable additions to our 
cabinet from Ex-Gov. Miller, Charles H. Oakes, J. B. 
'Chaney, H. D. Champlin, W. W. Champlin, Maj. Gen. 
Hancock, S. J. Willard, Dr. P. L. Hatch, A. Moore, Sr., 
and others. Unless our apartments are enlarged we will 
soon have little or no room to properly display our cabinet. 

FINANCES. 

The Treasurer's books show the expenditures of the 
Society the past year to be as follows : 
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Books, - . - - - 

Binding, 

Express and freight, - 

Postage, - - - - 

Stationery, - . . . 

Furniture, - - - . 

Miscellaneous, - - - . 

Printing, - - - - 

Insurance [for three years,] 

Salary of Librarian, - 



$'J65 


00 


68 


00 


72 


18 


54 


S4 


11 


35 


166 


40 


27 


70 


12 


40 


150 00 


1,100 00 




1 
1 



$2,627 67 



LIBRARY WORK AND MANAGEMENT. 



Hitherto our Secretary has been also our Acting Librarian, 
thus devolving on one ofScer the entire management of the 
work and details of the library, which, with the other duties 
required of him — duties, too, quite varied and opposite in 
their nature — has more fully engrossed his time the past 
year than the proper care of health would usually warrant. 
It has been, however, in a great measure unavoidable, in 
order to give the greatest possible accommodation to the 
public. Our library is perfectly free in every respect. 
Perhaps no library in the country places less restrictions on 
its uf.e and enjoyment than are enforced in this. The most 
free and unlimited use consistent with safety and proper care 
of the books is allowed to all. It is also open a greater 
number of hours than any library in the United States, 
having but one attendant. For several months past it has 
been open twelve and fourteen hours out of every twenty-four 
— not even excepting holidays. No effort has been spared 
to learn and adopt the best regulations for arrangement and 
classification, numbering and preservation of books, and care 
of various articles, which are in force in other libraries. 
During the past year our librarian visited nearly fifty of the 
best public libraries in the United States, carefully studying 
their economy and modes of management. The experience 
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thus gained has been profitably applied to the regulation of 
our own library. 

BE'ISSUE OF OUB OOLLEOTIONS. 

In our last annual report, reference was made to the fact 
that the first volume of our Collections was entirely out of 
print, and there was an urgent necessity for its re-publica- 
tion, as there wore frequent demands for it. The fact having 
been communicated to the Legislature, with very gratifying 
appreciation that body ordered the work to be executed by 
the State Printer. It has been completed in creditable style, 
and will extend our system of exchanges very much. 

BOOMS. 

There still appears, as yet, no way in which our apart- 
ments can be enlarged, but we need more room very 
urgently. Our Librarian has about exhausted all his resources 
of arrangement, in providing shelf-room for books and 
arranging the cases so as not to overcrowd the room. We 
must soon, however, have more space or be actually retarded 
in our work and progress. 

MATEBIALS FOB MINNESOTA HISTOBY. 

During^he.past year, a determined efifort has been made 
to secure from our old pioneers and early settlers, an account 
of their own personal adventures and experiences in the early 
settlement of Minnesota, and other reminiscences of the 
pioneer days of our State. Circulars asking for written 
statements embodying the above, were sent to all whose 
address could be reached, and also, printed in several news- 
papers. The result was most gratifying. Nearly all kindly 
responded, some very full and complete, others more mea- 
gerly, but all giving valuable information, nowhere else on 
record, and placing in the archives of this Society a large 

mass of materials for the early history of the State, and 
3 
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memorials of its pioneers, whose value cannot be estimated 
in money. We hope to successfully continue our efforts in 
this direction until our record and account of the first settle - 
ment of every county and town in the State is complete. This 
must be done soon, if at all, or those who alone can supply the 
material needed will be no more. Rapidly, very rapidly, they 
are passing away, and soon the last name on the fast-shortening 
roll will be erased. We urge our members, correspondents 
and patrons feeling an interest in this work, to redoubled 
vigilance and activity. Let each one secure the account of 
some aged pioneer in his reach, and forward it to us. Some 
have already done so. The whole burden of this should not 
be left to rest on the only working oflEicer we have. He is 
doing all that perhaps can, under the circumstances, be done, 
but the details of the work and management of our now 
large and rapidly increasing library, and its rapidly increas- 
ing use by the public, now engross so much of his time, 
that it really leaves him but little opportunity to collect and 
write up the material referred to, nor can he be expected to 
make journeys into distant parts of the State to collect 
these facts, unless relieved from his duties here. We must 
therefore ask the co-operation of our friends and members 
everywhere. If this material is not collected, the Society 
cannot justly be blamed with the neglect, as they have done 
what they could with the means at their disposal. 

We again appeal urgently for original papers for the fu- 
ture issues of our Collections. There areinoin' State a 
number of gentlemen interested in historical research, who 
are amply qualified to enrich our pages with articles on Min- 
nesota history, and we hope that through the coming year 
they may be induced to furnish an abundance of contribu- 
tions, which we will endeavor to promptly publish. 

CUB THREE-FOLD WORK. 

What, it might be asked by one unacquainted with the work 
which the Society is attempting to perform, is its peculiar 
province? In the foregoing report we have endeavored to 
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answer this inquiry in full, and it might be summarised as 
follows : 

I. The collection and care of such a library of reference 
as can in no other way be secured for the State , to include ev- 
erything needed for those studying its history, statistics, 
geography, laws and institutions, its current journalistic lite- 
rature, and at the same time a general library of works and 
documents on American history not generally found in other 
collections, and which can be gathered only by the means we 
have adopted, as past experience shows. 

n. The collection, preservation from loss, and arrange- 
ment, of original material illustrating the history of the 
State ; the early settlement of every portion of it ; memoirs 
of its pioneers, accounts of their adventures and incidents ; 
manuscripts illustrating these facts ; portraits and views ; 
and the arrangement and compilation of this material in a 
form accessible and convenient for use, so as to best illus- 
trate and record the progress and growth of the State since 
its first settlement. This material can only be secured by 
keeping constant pace with the events indicated. To delay 
their collection a few years is equivalent to losing them 
altogether, as older States have discovered, compelling them 
ultimately to expend large sums to imperfectly perform what 
we are now doing, perfectly and cojnpletely, with little or no 
expense. 

ni. The proper selection from the original material thus 
obtained, of portions worthy of publication, and their issue 
in a proper form, so as to disseminate among the people of 
the State, and elsewhere, full and authentic information con- 
cerning it. 

Such, briefly, are some of the main portions of our work, 
which it will be noticed constitutes quite a wide and impor- 
tant field of labor, one that could be filled by no other insti- 
tution. Yet amid all the difficulties at first surrounding us, 
of small means and insufficient facilities, our success in 
carrying forward our work has been gratifying and more 
complete than could have been at first hoped for. Grateful 
to the people of the State for their encouragement, aid and 
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good will, we trust that our growth and progress in the 
future will keep pace in all the elements of prosperity with 
that of the commonwealth, reflecting still more credit on the 
boaFted intelligence, liberality and public spirit of its people, 
which can alone sustain and render useful an institution 
like our own. 
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P. A. Holden, Washington 4 

James J. Hill, St. Paul x 

Capt. W. M. Heath, St. Paul 2 2 

Gen, A. A. Humphreys, U.S. A « X 
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REPORT OF THE EXECDTIVE COUxNClL 



Since oar last annual report, the Society has made grati- 
fying progress in all departments of its work. Our plans 
for its proper management have all been very successtully 
carried out, and in every respect it has gone on, quietly 
and fully accomplishing the work for which it was organized. 
In presenting our seventh annual report to the Legislature, 
we do so with much gratification at the exhibit we are 
enabled to make, a record of encouragirg progress, as the 
result of persevering work and careful attention. 

LIB BABY. 

During the year 1873, we have received the following 
accessions to the library : Bound volumes, 347 ; pamphlets, 
340 ; photographs, 2 ; MSS, 6 ; engravings and paintings, 
8 ; curiosities, 13 ; maps, 11. 

The sources from which the bound volumes were received 
are as follows: purchase, 141; gift and exchange, 163; 
binding, 43. 

The total n umber of volumes in the library at present, 
are: bound, 5,648; unbound, 8,730; total, 14,373, being, 
if we mistake not, the largest collection in the State. Of 
mere numbers, however, we do not wish to boast. Our 
aim has been value and merit, not bulk. 

PUBGHASES. 

The limited means at our disposal for purchase of booksi 
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has been very judiciously, carefully and economically ex- 
pended. In all, $355.57 was invested in this manner, 
purchasing 141 bound volumes, being an average of $2.52 
per volume. Those who have, within a few months past, 
purchased the kind of works which we are endeavoring to 
secure, will readily see that the average price paid is really 
a low one. If cheapness were a consideration, we could 
have reported much larger accessions to our list. But the 
class of works we are now securing are scarce and dear, 
and each year their value and scarcity is increasing. It is 
fortunate that we have already made such progress, or the 
difficulty and cost of securing them would be very em- 
barrassing to us. The gifts we receive ^ also aid us and lighten 
our expenditure. We can now point to our well filled 
shelves with satisfaction. With i^ much accomplished by 
several years of careful attention, we have! now reached a 
stage when all apprehensions concerning our ability to finally 
secure such a library as we should have, must be quieted. 
Our library committee, with their present experience, are 
entitled both to our thanks and confidence — thanks for 
their pains-taking work so far, and confidence that they 
will carry to more perfect success their well laid plans for 
augmenting our collection. Our only regret is that we 
cannot supply them more fully with the means they should 
have. We ought to expend not less than $1,000 annually 
on books. We believe this is demanded by the wants of 
the public for such works as are likely to be needed. 
Inquiries are constantly being made here for works and 
documents which we ought to have in our collection, but 
which we are prevented from getting by our want of means • 

PBINGIPAL WOBKS ADDED. 

Among the bound volumes added to our collection the 
past year, we note the following : 

American Indians and Antiquities. — Jones' Ojebwa In- 
dians ; Absaraka, or Home of the Crows ; Brinton's Myths ; 
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Heckwelder's Narrative; Foster's Mound Builders; Bald- 
win's American Antiquities ; Dakota Text Book. 

Works on the West and Northwest. — Allen's History of 
Kentucky; Hatch's War of 1812; Young's History of 
TVayne Co., Ind. ; Bank's History of Lexington, Ky. ; 
History of Seneca Co., O. ; Cist's Cincinnati Miscellany; 
Butler's History of Kentucky ; Roberts' Sketches of Detroit ; 
Shea's Early Voyages on the Mississippi; Kip's Early 
Jesuit Missions; Crawford's Campaign against Sandusky; 
History of Columbus, O. ; Cabinet History of Kentucky ; 
McDonald's Sketches of Pioneers of the West ; Col. May's 
Journey to the Ohio River, 1788-9 ; Ross' Fur Hunters of 
the N. W., 2 vols.; Heard's History of the Sioux War; 
Minneapolis and St. Anthony Directories, 1859-60 and 
1873. 

General American^ State or Local History. — Forty vol- 
umes of Revolutionary pamphlets and documents, compris- 
ing over 200 separate tracts; Rutland, Yt., Centennial; 
Capture of Ticonderoga ; Preble's History of the American 
Flag ; Penn and Logan Correspondence, 2 vols. ; Buffalo 
and the Senecas, 2 vols. ; Ulloa's Noticias Americanas ; 
Willson's American History ; Swinton's Condensed History 
of the U.S.; Neill's Virginia Land Company ; Laws, Docu- 
ments and Journals of Virginia, 1775 to 1870, 84 volumes; 
Mass. Historical Society Proceedings, 1871-3; Minutes of 
the Council of New York, 1691, 1775, 2 vols. ; Calendar 
of N. Y. Land Papers; Index to Marriages, New York; 
Directories and County Histories of Massachusetts Counties, 
6 vols. 

The Bebellion. — Documents of U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion, 2 vols. ; Bulletin of U. S. Sanitary Commission, 2 
vols. ; Gen. Orders War Department, 1861-3, 2 vols. ; 
Sixth Reunion Army of the Cumberland; Medical and 
Surgical History of- the War, 2 vols. 
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PubVc Documents. — Congressional Grlobe, 7 vols, ; Patent 
Office Specifications, 16 vols. 

Politics and Political Economy. — ^Townsend's Analysis 
ot Civil Government; Hon, W. D. Kelley's Speeches and 
Addresses; Adams on Slavery; Baring on Slavery; Gra* 
ham's "Who Js to Blame." 

Genealogy f Biography and Heraldry. — Gen. Hull's Me- 
moirs; Gen. Hull's Military and Civil Life; Life and 
Speeches of Daniel Webster ; New York Genealogical and 
Biographical Record; N. E. Genealogical Register; De- 
Brett's Baronetage and Knightage for 1875; DeBrett's 
Peerage for 1873 ; DeBrett's House of Commons for 1873 ; 
Antiquities and County Families of Wales, 2 vols. ; Wal- 
ford's County Families of Great Britain ; Lossing's Lives of 
the Signers of the Declaration; Memoir of Edward B. 
Dalton ; Sibley's Harvard Graduates, 1st vol. ; Life of Gen. 
Knox. 

J^ot Otherwise Classified. — Historical Record, 1874; 
Notes and Queries, complete set, 46 vols. ; Sabin's Biblio- 
theca Americana; Gray's Atlas; Gibbon's Decline and Fall 
of Rome, 10 vols. ; Lubbock's Prehistoric Civilization ; 
Summering in the Wilderness, [Adirondacks] ; Topograph- 
ical Survey of the Adirondacks ; Smithsonian Contributions, 
vol. 18; Smithsonian Annual Report, 1871; Grand Lodge 
of Iowa, F. A. M., 3 vols. 

GIFTS. 

Our members and friends have not been unmindful of us 
the past year, as many and valuable gifts have been re- 
ceived from them. A list of the books and pamphlets con« 
tributed, with the names of the donors, are appended to 
this report. Where all have been so generous, it would 
appeal unnecessary to make special mention, except of 
those *' tried and true" contributors, whose names appear 
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in our report year after year, in connectioa with generous 
gifts. Among these we ought, in justice, to mention par- 
ticularly, Hon. Alex. Ramsey, Hon. John T. Averili, Rev. 
J. F. Tuttle, of Crawfordsville, Ind. ; Hon. Thos. H. 
Wynne, Richmond, Ya. ; Robt. Clarke, Cincinnati ; Joel 
Munsell, Albany, N. Y. ; Dr. John J. Dewey, St. Paul ; 
8aml. A. Green, Boston; Dean Dudley, Esq., Boston; as 
well as the Virginia Historical Society, the New York State 
Library, the Surgeon Oeneral's office, — all of whom have 
sent valuable contributious. 

The generous gift, by the publishers, of nearly one hun- 
dred Minnesota journals, for preservation in our library, is 
more fully acknowledgedx elsewhere. 

CABINET AND PIGTUBES, ETC. 

A number of fine engravings, photographs and prints 
have been received, adding considerably to our portrait col- 
lection. One of these, a splendid large photograph 
^framed) of the late Horace Greeley, one of the most re- 
markable men America has produced, was contributed by 
CoL Wm. Crooks. Charles D. Elfelt, Esq., has donated a 
painting of Fort Snelling, executed in 1852, by Sergt. 
Thomas, U. S. A., a self-taught artist, whose views of 
scenery hereabouts and portraits, we find frequently spoken 
of in the journals of that period as praiseworthy efforts. 
In a few weeks, when our rooms are enlarged, we hope to 
properly display these pictures, and others which have been 
promised and that we hope soon to receive. 

Our cabinet has been enhanced by a few very acceptable 
curiosities. Wm. Freeman, L. W. Stratton, and Dr. A. I. 
Comfort have contributed some interesting aboriginal relics, 
found in this State. Gen. C. C. Andrews, U. S. Minister 
to Stockholm, has received for us from the Government of 
of Norway, a bronze medal, struck in commemoration of the 
recent coronation of King Oscar. 

Several interesting MSS. also have been received. One is 
poll-list of the town of St. Paul, contaiqing a roll of the 
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itizens here over twenty years ago. The other oonsistB of 
two Yolumes of the Register, kept by J. W. Prince, at 
what is known as ** Minnesota Headquarters'* in New York 
city — a place always visited by Minnesotians when in 
Ootham. These volumes (which are the gift of Mr. Prince,) 
cover a period of ten years, commencing in the spring of 
1863, and contain the names of thousands of the citizens of 
our State, with the dates of their visits there, and must 
always be regarded with interest. 

NEWSPAFEBS. 

Our collection of newspapers of the State still increases in 
size and value, and numbers at present 367 bound volumes, 
many of them rare, and some unique. They are increasing- 
at a rapid rate, and must always constitute one of the most 
important and valuable features of our library, and be re- 
ferred to in future by increasing numbers. We now receive 
and preserve with care, all the papers published in the 
State, with a few unimportant exceptions. They are the 
gift (as above referred to) of the publishers, whose gener- 
osity, added to our care, is thus providing for the future 
people of the State, a treasury of materials for history^ 
whose value in the years to come^ can scarcely be overesti-^ 
mated. 

BOOMS. 

The enlargement of the Capitol building the past year, 
was a very fortunate measure, as providing us with the 
additional room of which we have been in sore need for 
several months. In a few weeks, as soon as the apartment 
adjoining our own is vacated, we will be placed in possession 
of the same, thus securing a suite of rooms which will 
amply provide for our wants for some time to come, and 
until a building for our special use, secure from fire, and 
ample for the increase of our library for two or three gen- 
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erationsy can be provided for our use, as we confidently 
expect will ere many years be done. 

WORKS FBOH THB STATB LIBRABT. 

The state Library, soon to be removed from its present 
quarters to the new wing, is hereafter to be strictly devoted 
to law books and documents. There are a few miscellaneous 
works now in the collection, so incomplete and limited in 
scope, as scarcely to be worth keeping in a library of that 
kind. It has been determined by the Trustees of the 
Library to turn a part of them over to the care^of this 
Society. Classified with our own, they will give additional 
completeness to several of our departments, while, divided 
as at present, between two collections, their use by the 
public is attended with some inconvenience. 

OONTBIBUTIONS TO MINNESOTA HISTORY. 

We have used unceasing efforts to collect from our friends 
and correspondents, new and hitherto unpublished papers 
regarding the history of what is now Minnesota, with biog- 
raphies of its pioneers, and other matter appropriate for 
publication in our historical collections. Several very inter- 
esting and valuable papers have been received from Gen. 
H. H. Sibley, containing reminiscences of his thirty-nine 
years' residence in Minnesota ; from Mrs. Gen. Van Cleve, 
whose recollection of Minnesota events extends back to the 
year 1823 ; from Dr. Thos. S. Williamson, of St. Peter, 
unexcelled for intimate acquaintance with the history, cus- 
toms and language of the Dakota nation ; and from other 
writers, the whole constituting a valuable contribution to 
our State history. These papers are embraced in an appen- 
dix to the present report, and form also the continuation of 
our series of published collections. 

COPIES OF GENSUS RETURNS. 

Frequent inquiries have been made at our rooms , to 
2 
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inspect some ot the earlier census lists of Minnesota, espec- 
ially those of 1850 and 1857. Unfortunately, this Society 
has no copy of those important records, and indeed, there 
is no copy of either the census of 1850 or 1857 in the State, 
60 that when any items are needed from those documents, 
it is necessary to send to Washington and procure them, 
the expense being considerable. It is respectfully suggested 
to the Legislature, that if a very small sum, say $200, were 
Appropriated for the purpose, copies of the above censuses 
<$ould be procured, and they could then be kept on file among 
the archives in the Secretary of State's office, or in this 
Society. The value of these records for historical a^d 
other purposes, as showing the early settlers and residents 
of the various localities of our State, is very great. 

GENEBAL OONDITION AND PBOaBESS. 

The increased use of the facilities afforded b/ the Society 
has extended perhaps even more rapidly than the facilities 
themselves, having doubled at least within a year past. 
This fact we are gratified to notice, as it shows that our 
labor has not been vainly bestowed, nor the means placed 
At our disposal unwisely granted. It encourages us in the 
belief that the real intention and objects of the Society are 
now understood, and that it has the ability to carry out 
those objects. 

If it has at any time not fully met the expectations of the 
public in any way, (and perhaps no human institution has 
ever been wholly free from some criticism,) it must be re- 
membered that our means and facilities are quite limited. 
There are many difficulties we labor under, which we would 
gladly remove, but cannot now do so. Perhaps a larger in- 
come would obviate nearly all of them. But for this we 
must wait until circumstances seem more propitious. In 
all our measures and operations hitherto, we have used the 
closest calculations and most rigid economy. Our object 
has been to do the most we could with our small means, and 
to lay the least possible burden on the State. We believe 
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no one can say that we have not been prudent^ careful and 
judicious in all our expenditures » and further, we think the 
past is a guarantee that we will continue to be so, even with 
greatly enlarged means. The kind appreciation we have 
generally received from all classes of our citizens, and the 
generous aid they have given us in every possible way, is en- 
couraging. To such we need not say, what they already 
know, that our work is for their benefit. And more largely, 
perhaps, for the future, than for the present. The work we 
are doing, in collecting the materials for the history of the 
State and its people, is one that must be done now, or it can 
never be done at all, except so imperfectly as to scarcely be 
worth the doing. We feel willing to abide by the verdict 
of posterity as to the value of our work, and the manner in 
which we have performed it. 

With the vantage we have already gained, the collection 
we have accumulated, the firmly established position we 
have won, not only in our own State, but in the estimation of 
Societies with whom we correspond, in other parts of the 
country and in Europe, and our present experience in con- 
ducting the work entrusted to us, we are pardonably hope- 
ful that our future success will be in an increasing ratio, 
and that prosperity will always attend our Society, com- 
mensurate with our opportunities and our duties. 
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A.J. Cheney, Chicago 4 
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Hon. Gordon E. Cole, Faribault 1 

J. C. Dalton, M.D., New York 1 

Martin Danehay, St. Paul 2 

Dr. John J. Dewey, St. Paul 82 

Bev. James Dobbin, Faribault 8 

Dean Dudley, Boston 6 

Hon. Mark H. Dunnell, Congress 2 

Daniel S. Durrie, Madison, Wis 1 

H. E. Frothingham, Charlestown, Mass 1 

Dr. Saml. A. Green, Boston 1 17 

Hon. Wm. G. Hammond, Iowa City 1 

Hon. t,Y. D. Heard, St. Paul 1 

Dr. F. B. Hough, Lowville, N. Y 4 

Sherwood Hough, St. Paul 1 

H. H. Hurlbut, Baciae, Wis 1 

Johnson & Smith, Minneapolis 6 

Hon. Wm. D. Eelley, Congress 1 1 

Wm. H. Kelley, St. Paul 72 

Hon. W m. Lochren, Minneapolis 1 

John A. McAllister, Philadelphia « • . . f 1* 
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Bey. E. D. Neill, MinDeapolis 

Prof. Edward North, Clinton, N. Y 

John Y.Page, St. Paul 

Bey. A. B. Paterson, St. Paul 

Theo. S. Panrln, Iowa City 

J. P. Pond, St. Paul 

Hon. Alex. Bamsey, Congress I 

Hon. James Shaw, Mt. Carroll, 111 

Hon. A. C. Smith, Litchfield 

Dr. Chas.E. Smith, St. Paul 

Dr. J. V. C. Smith, New York 

Hon. Melville C. Smith, New York 

Samuel Smucker, Newark, O p 

W. Hudson Stephens, Low ville, N. Y 

Bey. J. W. Strong, D.D., Northfield 

L. W. Stratton. Minneapolis 

Hon. Chas. Sumner, Congress 

Bev. J. F. Tuttle, D.D., Crawfordville, Ind 

Addison Van Name, New Haven, Conn 

O. S. Westcott, Chicago 

Charles Whittlesey, Cleveland, O 

C. K. Williams, Butland, Vt 

J. P. Williams, St. Paul 

Bev. Thos. S. Williamson, St. Peter 

Prof. N. H. Winchell, State University 

Hon. Thos. H. Wynne, Bichmond, Ya. 



7 


8& 


1 


1 




4r 




1 


1 




8 


2 




lO 


20 


5 


3 


12 




.18; 




& 




a 




9r 




& 


1 


\ 




2 


1 






20 




1& 




1 


2 






3- 


2 




2 




1 






» 


2 


^ 



FROM SOCIBTnES, I19STITUTI0KS, BTC. 

Surrey Archeeological Society, England X 

Congr. Inter. Anth. and Arch., Brussels 1 

Historical Society of Pa 1 

American Antiquarian Society 1 

Board of Public Charity, Pennsylvania 1 

Cornell University, N. Y .....< ^ 

New Bedford, Mass., Public Library 1 

Boy al Danish Antiquarian Society 2 

Boyal Historical and Antiquarian Society, Ireland.. 1 

Astor Library, N. Y. . . • 2 

U. S. Naval Observatory S 2 

Mass. State Board of Health X 

Virginia Historical Society 75 ^ d 

Smithsonian Institution 2 

Trinity College, Hartford, Conn * S 

Bhode Island, Historical Society ) 

Tribune Printing Co. , Minneapolis 1 

Mass. Historical Society 1 

Eongelike Norske Universitet, Christiana 15> 

Peabody Museum, Cambridge, Mass I 

Public Library, Cincinnati, 1 

Public Library, Chicago ] 

Surgeon General's Office, U. S. A 2 
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Swedish Bureau of Statistics 20 

Wool Manufacturer's Association, Boston 4 

IU>yal Society of Denmark • 1 

Essex Institute, Salem,Mass & 

Wisconsin Historical Society * 2 

Commissioner of Patents, Washington «. 16 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCtt. 



The close of the first quarter century of the Society's 
existence, finds it in prosperous circumstances, and with 
satisfactory means of usefulness for the fulfillment of its 
objects. Twenty-five years ago it had scarcely an exist- 
ence beyond a name, havingLbeen incorporated but a few 
weeks before, and but just organized under its charter, 
dated Oct. 20th, 1849. It was without means or resources, 
with no membership except the few corporators, without a 
library or any place to keep one, or in which to hold its 
meetings, and with an imperfect idea of the work devolv- 
ing upon it. The population of the Territory was but a 
few hundred, and a considerable proportion of these could 
not read English. There was no wealth, and but little of 
what is termed culture, among the people, who poor and 
struggling with hard fortune in a new country, had but little 
time to devote to literature, or science and history, or to 
anything, in fact, that did not immediately concern the 
bread-and-butter question. 

Starting on its career weighted with such adverse influ- 
ences, it will readily be seen that in its earlier years its 
history was a record of progress made under discouraging 
circumstances. Oftentimes its organization was all but 
abandoned. Sometimes for months it made no progress, 
nor accomplished anything. It was not until about 1868 
that it secured means to properly carry on its work, and 
apartments suitable to its use. Since that time dates the 
real success of the Society, and it has steadily progressed 
to its present very successful condition. 
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THE LIBRART. 



During the year 1874 we received the following acces- 
sions to our Library : Bound volumes, 768 ; pamphlets, 
642; photographs, 25; manuscripts, 4; files of papers, 34 ; 
engravings,!; curiosities,!; maps, !2. Total, !, 487. 

The sources from which the bound volumes were received 
are as follows: By purchase, 539; binding, 35; by gift 
and exchange, !94. Of the pamphlets, 485 were gifts, !57 
purchased. 

The total number of volumes in the Library at present 
are: Bound, 6,4!!; pamphlets, 9,372 ; total, !5,783. 

• 

PURCHASES OF BOOKS. 

Our purchases pf books this year have been somewhat 
larger than usual, but have oeen made very successfully 
as far as the best advantage of the library is concerned. In 
all, $!,!00 have been expended, purchasing 539 bound and ^ 
!57 unbound volumes. Excluding the latter, together with 
subscriptions to magazines, maps, &c., gives an average of 
$2 per volume for each bound book. The average of !872 
was $2.!0, and of !873, $2.52. Considering the usual high 
price, and the rarity of a large proportion of the works 
we have purchased, such as Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, 
and works long- out of print — all of them being in strong 
and handsome binding, and of the best editions, any one 
acquainted with books will see that our purchases have 
been made with a very successful eye to economy, and at 
a less price than, in general, the same works could have 
been procured by any private purchaser. We have this 
year adopted the plan of importing direct, and in our own 
name, thus saving the profits, costs and expenses hitherto 
incurred in purchasing through importers. 

In addition to a considerable number of works on the 
history and biography of the Northwest, and of America in 
general, we have added some standard works on European 
history, both ancient and modern, that seemed necessary 
to give a completeness to our Library, and facilities for 
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readers to study epochs of history that had not been cov- 
ered by any works hitherto in our Library. Our collection 
on history in general is now quite complete, and composed 
of the best standard works. Of course American history is 
Qur specialty, particularly of the West, and our purchases 
are in the main directed to that department. Our State, 
local, and general United States histories, and of particular 
periods of the same, are becoming quite complete. These 
are works which are so generally published by subscrip- 
tion, in small editions, and not kept for sale by the trade, 
they can only be picked up by a vigilant watch of book- 
sellers' catalogues, second-hand dealers' stocks, auction 
sales, and through the exertions of agents who make book 
hunting a business. Our accumulations cannot, under such 
circumstances, be rapid, and we can only complete our 
collection by persistent effort and watchful care, extended 
through a term of years. 

THE DRAKE LIBRARY. 

We say only by such a method, but this is necessary 
simply on account of our limited revenue. If the State 
should see fit, it could secure by a somewhat larger outlay, 
*' once for all," a complete library, without waiting for the 
slow accumulations of years, as we are now doing. Our 
Society is now offered an opportunity of this nature, 
which, if the means could be secured, we ought to ac- 
cept. Samuel G. Drake, the eminent antiquarian and 
bibliopolist, of Boston, offers us the whole of his remarka- 
ble collection relating to American history, biography, 
ethnology, geography, Ac, comprising some 10,000 bound 
volumes, about 50,000 pamphlets, numerous maps, en- 
gravings, manuscripts, &c., at a price to be agreed on by 
impartial referees. Mr. Drake, with better opportunities 
than almost any one else in this country has enjoyed, and 
with his rare and unsurpassed experience and skill, has 
been many years collecting this library, which, in com- 
pleteness, variety, and the rarity and value of most of the 
works, probably surpasses any private library in the United 
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States, which is now, or is likely ever to be for sale entire. 
Mr. Drake's declining years and feeble health alone induces 
him to part with this choice collection. He has affixed no 
particular value to it, but thinks it may, on appraisal, 
reach $50,000. It may, however, be assessed as low as 
$36,000. Even at the former figure, it is considered, by 
competent judges, to be a prize worth contending for. Mr, 
Drake is willing to take the amount, whatever it may be, 
in five annual payments, with interest. Our Librarian, 
whose experience in bibliographical matters can, we 
think, be relied on, carefully examined the library the past 
season, and pronounces it richer aqd more complete than 
Mr. Drake's advertisement claimed for it. Any western 
State that secures it will be fortunate. It would have 
been sold long since to one of the eastern States, only for 
the fact that they all possess libraries covering largely the 
same ground. For a State, situated as ours is, having no 
public library of much completeness, it would be eminently 
proper — nay, even on selfish grounds, a good speculation, 
to purchase such a library. Added to our 15,000 volumes 
and documents, it would give our State at once one of the 
largest and most valuable libraries in the country — cer- 
tainly the largest, one only excepted, in the West, or that 
the West will probably boast of in many years. In a very 
brief time, comparatively, from the increasing rarity and 
value of such works, it will double in value, while to col- 
lect the same works now, even if they could all be had, 
which is quite impossible, would cost far more than the 
aggregate sum now asked by Mr. Drake for his collection. 
We are therefore of the opinion that it would be an ad- 
vantage to the State to accept Mr. Drake's offer. 

ISSUE OP COLLECTIONS. 

An appendix to our Annual Report of 1873, consisting 
of several interesting and valuable papers relating to the 
history and biography of Minnesota, was printed separately 
by order of the Legislature of 1874, and distributed as 
part 2, volume 3, of our Collections. It was very favor- 
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ably received, and has been of great service to us in in- 
troducing the Society to notice abroad, and in securing 
for us exchanges, &c. The work has also received very 
flattering compliments from the press, both of our State 
and eastern cities. The committee on publication in their 
preface very justly remark : 

" The favor with which Part I was received leads us to 
conclude that the style of its contents was happily chosen, 
and that a miscellany of biography, history, reminiscences 
and incidents of our pioneer days is perhaps as appropriate 
a shape as we could adopt. In contents so varied, every 
one studying our history can j5nd something to choose from 
to aid him in his researches." 

We are accumulating manuscript for the publication of 
another part of about the same size, and hope to issue the 
same in a few months. In this connection we may be per- 
mitted to ask that gentlemen who have promised to pre- 
pare papers on different subjects, will hand them in as soon 
as possible. 

BOOMS. 

The State Library having been removed in March to the 
new wing of the Capitol, the apartment adjoining our own 
was vacated, and the two were then connected by passages, 
almost doubling the space hitherto occupied by us. A por- 
tion of this was subsequently rendered useless by the ven- 
tilating and heating apparatus constructed for the Senate 
chamber, but the net gain in room was still very valuable 
to us, and badly needed. Our funds have been insufficient, 
however, to properly furnish it. 

The Legislature of 1874 having made an appropriation 
to build a fire proof vault for the Secretary of State's office, 
added to it a small sum to finish and equip the lower story 
of the same for our use, thus utilizing the area which would 
otherwise have been lost, and securing for us a spacious and 
thoroughly fire-proof vault, something we have often felt 
the need of, to preserve from loss or the possibility of de- 
struction by fire, of a number of rare documents, books, 
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mannscripts, files of papers, &c., of which there are no 
other copies. 

HXWSPAFBBS. 

Onr department of newspapers increases gratifyingly. 
We have now 542 bonnd yolnmes, together with abont 100 
unbound volames or files, some of the latter not quite per- 
fect The work of preparing and completing them has 
progressed steadily the past year. 

We again gratefully acknowledge the gift, by the pub- 
lishers, of over 90 papers in this State, and Wisconsin and 
Dakota, of regular files of their journals. These are care- 
fully preserved, bound and arranged, and are rapidly form- 
ing a department of Minnesota journalism that the 
contributors may well be proud of, and which, while 
reflecting credit on their liberality, we trust may be of 
pecuniary advantage to them all, as it already has in a few 
cases. 

During the year we secured by purchase and exchange 
or gift, some rare and valuable volumes of papers. One of 
them is the London Gazette^ 13 volumes, folio, from 1665 
to 1713, and the London Chronicle^ 1757 to 1762, 12 vol- 
umes, quarto. These were procured at a very low price, 
and are of great value and interest historically, as well as 
valuable specimens of early journalism. A quite complete 
set of the Columbian CentineU from 1786 to 1824, was 
received from Harvard University Library in exchange, 
and 9 volumes of bound newspapers, completing gaps in 
sets of our papers, was secured in exchange from the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. With some small breaks, 
we now have files of newspapers for over two centuries 
back. 

Mr, Hamilton, of our Executive Council, also contributes 
several volumes of Saint Paul papers (valuable for ex- 
changes), and files have also been received from Messrs. 
R O. Sweeny, M. J. Olum, Wm. H. Kelley, Judge J. M, 
Berry, and others. 
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CONCLUSION. 



In conclading this report, we must express our gratifica- 
tion at the prosperous condition of the Society generally. 
As we observed in the opening paragraph of this report, it 
is now the oldest of our State institutions, and we feel a 
just pride in having it at the same time the best managed 
and one of the most useful. 

We think that it is now established on a very secure and 
prosperous basis, and with as ample facilities for carrying 
on its work as we could hope for at this stage of the State's 
development. The confidence shown in it by our citizens, 
and the good will manifested by generous gifts and encour- 
aging words, are truly gratifying. Our constant endeavor 
will be, as heretofore, to advance in greater usefulness and 
development, and that it will become, in an increasing 
measure, an honor to the State, a benefit to its people, and 
an evidence of the intelligence, culture and liberality of 
her citizens. 
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REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 



In presenting a report of the operations and work of tbe Society 
for the year 1875, the Execative Coancil feel largely encouraged at 
its success during that period, notwithstanding the many drawbacks 
which have tended to retard our rapid development, principally re- 
sulting from the financial condition of the State. Nevertheless our 
plans for its progress and success have been well rewarded by its 
steady growth and enlarged usefulness during that period. While this 
growth has not been rapid, nor unusual, a condition we could scarcely 
expect at the present time, it has been marked by promising features, 
which give the most ample encouragement to its managers. 

THE LIBRARY. 

The accessions to the library the past year have been, bound books, 
168 ; pamphlets, 378 ; curiosities and relics, 7 ; pictures (engrav- 
ings and photographs) 12 ; maps, 13 ; manuscripts, 1 ; files or 
volumes of papers, 2. The sources from which the bound volumes 
were received, were — by purchase, 23 ; by binding, 30 ; by exchange, 
23 ; by gift, 92. 

The total number of bound volumes now in the library is 6,579 ; 
pamphlets and unbound volumes, 9,750 ; total, 16,329. 

As our purchases during the year 1874 were somewhat extensive, 
and befbre the payments for the same were fully completed, trenched 
to some degree on the fund appropriated for our use the present 
year, we did not purchase, during 1875, as much as we would oth- 
erwise have done. Then, too, the finances of the State were some- 
what heavily strained by unexpected expenses and outlays resulting 
from the memorable ^' grasshopper invasion" the preceding year, 
and it was our wish to add as little as possible to the expenditures 
of the State government for the year 1875. We therefore confined 
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• oarselves to the bare runniDg expenses of the society as closely 
as possible, or oar increase of Library would have been much larger 
than it is. Nevertheless, we have added a considerable number of 
valuable publications to our shelves the past year. Mere numbers 
has never, at any time, been our aim. Ten works of value and 
rarity .might not represent much space on our shelves, nor ad<l 
many figures to our enumeration, yet outweigh in value and worth 
whole alcoves of ephemeral and cheap volumes, with which the 
market is always crowded. Our Librarian and Library Committee 
keep up a vigilant watch among the catalogues of dealers in America 
and England, and are rewarded by frequently securing some «' gem" 
of almost precious rarity, needed to complete our collection of 
books on the northwest, and sometimes at a surprisingly low price. 
But in general these scarce books are high-priced, and the bar- 
gains referred to are few and far between. There are now so 
many public libraries in the field, with large means at command, 
and private buyers with apparently bottomless purses, that what 
books of true value and rarity our Stale may purchase, cannot be had 
cheaply, as the word is generally understood. Nor, with the small 
means at our disposal, can our accumulations be rapid. It is only 
by patient, persistent, watchful efibrt, extended through years, that 
we will secure the realization of our wishes, and make our library 
such an one as the state should possess. 

GIFTS, EXCHANGES, ETC. 

The main source of increase has been, and perhaps until our 
means are more extensive, must continue to be, donations. The 
donors to our collection have been unceasingly generous, and mind- 
ful of our wants. Nor are these all our own citizens. The latter, 
of course, have given us generous gifts, and feel a growing pride 
in the Society and the work it is designed to accomplish. But a 
remarkable proportion of the contributors are gentlemen residing in 
the East, and some in Europe, who feel a general interest in institu- 
tions of this nature, and a wish to aid them. From this class of 
persons (and our acquaintance with them is continually growing) 
comes a very large proportion of our library increase. It only il- 
lustrates a universal law which appears to govern institutions of 
this kind. Some years ago, when our Society was so feeble as to be 
little more than an experiment, it was remarked in one of our annual 
reports, that if we could once but get successfully started, and in- 
spire confidence in our management and future success we should 
find plenty of generous friends to help us, and the little nucleus of 
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a library would soon swell into something valuable and extensive, 
by the gifts of those, who, following an oft illustrated sentiment 
of our nature, are willing to aid those who are successful and de- 
serving. The unbroken and constantly increasing stream of gifts 
pouring into us from widely varied and ever multiplying sources, 
proves this law. 

Of course we have been years ia working up and securing this 
list of correspondents and contributors, but it ia a fixed and reliable 
element of our prosperity. Much of it may be classed under the 
head of '' exchanges." Ten years ago we had scarcely an institution 
or society on our exchange list. Now there are 112 societies and 
libraries similar to our own, with which we regularly exchange pub- 
lications. Nineteen of these are in Europe. Many of these' insti- 
tutions publish works of great value and expensiveness. There 
are also a number of bureaus, commissions, departments and insti- 
tutions, State and national, which regularly supply us with their 
publications. Most of these works, valuable and costly, are hot 
sold by the trade, and can be had only by exchange and s^ift. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

In exchange for these gifts, we have not always been able to 
make an adequate return, but our own publications, and such State, 
documents as we are by law entitled to, have been used as fully as 
possible for that purpose. During the past two years we have not 
been able to continue the issue of our publications, the third vol- 
ume of which is still incomplete. 

Last summer, however, Mr. J. F. Williams, a resident of Saint 
Paul, who had spent his leisure time for several years in collecting 
and writing up a history of the city and county, cflered it to the 
Society, on condition that it should be published in good style, the 
Society to have the copyright and all profits which might result 
therefrom. As the Society did not have the means requisite to 
issue the work, some of its members advanced the same, with the 
understanding that they should be repaid out of the proceeds of the 
sale of the work. The book has been printed, and will be ready for 
publication about the last week in January. There is no doubt but 
that the proceeds of its sale will repay the cost of the printing, and 
leave dome funds in the Treasury of the Society, besides furnishing 
a suflicient number of copies to use for the exchanges before noted. 

OUR MEWSPAP£R COLLECTION. 

If one department more than another receives the loving care of 
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oar Librarian, it most be that of collecting Minnesota newspapers. 
Oar boand series of State joarnals are thas rapidly becoming one of 
the most valaable portions of oar library. The importance 
of this department of oar work cannot be over-estimated, and 
the time will soon come when the people of this State will feel thank- 
fal that the now too lightly valued chronicles of the passing day 
were collected and preserved by some one knowing their valae 
after the lapse of a few years. Indeed, we are now almost daily 
gratified that oar care in collecting and preserving these memorials 
of the times has been of the greatest value to some of our citizens, 
who have consulted them for legal, statistical or historical data. 

As materials for history^ newspapers are unsurpassed, and their 
value cannot be over-estimated. Chronicling current events and 
topics, they form almost the sole record of thousands of facts and 
occurrences that are not, and can not, be preserved in any other 
way. What else so shows the very "form and pressure of the 
times ?" How can the historians of the fature write the storv of 

ft/ 

our recent great civil conflict, for instance, without patient study 
of the newspaper collections in our public libraries ? How can the 
historians of our own State record its wonderful career without 
these very materials we are so strenuously endeavoring to collect? 
Every step of our State's progress from the organization of the 
Territory, its settlement and development from a wilderness into a 
prosperous commonwealth — its varied political history — the sad- 
dening story of its Indian war, and the glorious record of its share 
in the war for the Union, are all to be found mainly in the newspa- 
pers which we are so diligently collecting and preserving. 

They are even now referred to oftener than any other department 
of our Library, and have, in many instances, proved of the very 
highest value and use to parties procuring legal evidence. Indeed, 
newspaper files are oftener taken into court than any o'.her class of 
documents. The varied nature of their contents will explain this. 
Their advertisements alone are a record of unrivalled value and 
interest. The titles to property, and the descent of estates, very 
frequently depend on advertisements of marriages and deaths, 
business partnerships, probate notices and mortgage foreclosures, 
and other legal and business advertisements in our newspapers. 
There is scarcely an issue of an obscure country paper which does 
not contain, among its advertisements, or among its local items, 
information that years hence may effect the property, or perhaps 
the reputation, and e\en the liberty of some citizens. Such in- 
stances occur very frequently, as every newspaper publisher knows. 
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On several occasions, lawyers have made long journeys from the 
interior of the State, to find, in our newspaper collection, proof 
worth to them almost the weight in gold of the file containing it. 
And this must occur more frequently, in the future, as the value of 
property increases, and titles are more often contested. 

A gentleman from one of our largest counties, enquiring at our 
rooms not long ago for a file of an early Territorial journal, (of 
which we had but an imperfect set), stated that if a complete file 
were in existence, it would be worth thousands of dollars to the 
people of that county, in settling titles to property alone. Of very 
many of these papers we have the only known files. And so valu- 
able — so utterly irreplacable, in fact, by any sum of money, has 
our whole collection become, it makes us keenly solicitous for their 
safety, and is the principal argument for the erection of a fire-proof 
building for our use — a depository, the want of which is becoming 
pressing and urgent. The destruction of our 550 volumes of news- 
papers would be a loss to the State now incalculable — to be more 
and more keenly deplored as years roll on. 

PATENT OFFICE SPECIFICATIONS. 

Some months ago, the Commissioner of Patents designated this 
Library as one of the depositories for the oflicial copies of all speci- 
fications and drawings of Patents. The series have been regularly 
received since that time, and now number 94 volumes. We have, 
also, all the previous issues since 1844, and five volumes of the Pa- 
lent OflSce Gazette.. They constitute a series of great value to the 
inventor and mechanic, and are largely used, being the only set in 
the State. We have, also, secured, (by purchase), as a necessary 
adjunct to this collection, some valuable scientific works, diction- 
aries of science, mechanics and technical works, so that any ques- 
tions arising in the use of the patent specifications can be made 
plain. , 

PHOTOGRAPHY AS AN AID TO HISTORY. 

The collection of photographs of our scenery in its natural state, 
before it was, or will be, marred by the hand of man— of our ever 
changing and rapidly growing towns and cities — of our scenes and 
localities of historical interest and pride — of our early settlers and 
prominent pioneers and public men^-of our Indian inhabitants, 
scarce noticed by our present generation, but destined to possess a 
wondrous interest to those who succeed us when that strange people 
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have passed away — all these have been among our main objects. 
Photography is one of the most valuable aids in preserving history 
which we have. Recognising this fact, last winter the Society ap- 
pointed Charles A. Zimmerman, of St. Paul, its photographer — an 
honorary appointment, but devolving on him the duty of securing 
for this Society whatever views of persons or places would come 
within our scope. Mr. Zimmerman has very actively engaged in 
that work, and has secured and presented to the Society some 
handsomely framed scenes and portraits of historical value. Among 
them are enlarged copies from daguerrotypes of street scenes in St. 
Paul at a very early day, when a cluster of log cabins occupied the 
spot on which stand now some of the finest business blocks in the 
State. It is our wish to secure similar views of every town in the 
State, taken at different periods, showing its growth. The valuable 
series of Legislative groups taken annually since 1857, by Mr. 
Zimmerman, should also be in possession of this Society, but our 
means are scarcely sufficient to enable us to secure them now, 
although offered largely below their value. 

ROOMS, IKSURAKOE, ETC. 

The unfitness of the apartments now occupied by the Society, 
and their crowded condition, has been mentioned in previous re- 
ports. In calling attention to this again, it is only to say that this 
condition of things is more than ever urgently demanding a suitable 
provision for our library. It is too valuable to risk in such unsafe 
quarters longer than absolute necessity compels. We have an in- 
surance on it of $5,000, but this is not one-fifth of its value. Be- 
sides, its 550 bound volumes of newspapers, and 200 unbound vol- 
umes, could not be replaced by money. Their loss would be de- 
plorable. A safe fire-proof building is the great necessity of the 
Society now, and one to which we again respectfully call the atten- 
tion of its friends. 

With this accomplished, there would be little difficulty in secur- 
ing all the means necessary for our work. Endowments would be- 
gin to appear — which are withheld now for a very good reason, but 
are promised when that is accomplished. The generosity of our cit- 
izens, never appealed to in vain, would soon amply establish and 
sustain the Society, commensurate with all needs, could we once 
safely gather our biblical treasures in such safe, secure, permanent 
quarters. 
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DEATHS OF TWO PROMINKNT MEMBERS. 

During the past year, several of the most active members and 
supporters of the Society have been removed by death — Judge A. 
G. Chatfield, ot Belle Plaine ; B. F. Hoyt, and Hon. Parker Paine, 
of Saint Paul ; Maj. W. H. Forbes, one of the corporate members 
of the Society ; and more recently Dr. 8. Y. McMasters and Rev. 
John Mattocks, of the Executive Council. The deaths of these two 
well-known and able clergymen, both of whom had labored for many 
years for the success and welfare of the Society, was a severe loss 
to it and to the State, and their places will be difficult to fill. 

CONCLUSION. 

The work devolving upon this Society is of a three-fold nature, 
and may be briefly summarised in the collecting^ preserving and pub- 
lishing of msitenaXQ for the History of Minnesota. 

1. Collecting. The principal labor involved is in the collection 
of this material, which includes everything illustrating the history 
of the State ; its early settlement, and of every portion of it ; me- 
moirs of its pioneers, accounts of their adventures and incidents ; 
manuscript and printed matter relating to it ; portraits and views ; 
newspapers, maps, etc. This material, (or most of it,) can only be 
secured by keeping constant pace with the events indicated. To 
delay their collection a few 3'ears would be equivalent to losing t||iem 
altogether, as older States have discovered, compelling them, ulti- 
mately to expend large sums to imperfectly perform what we are now 
doing, perfectly and completely, with comparatively small expense. 

2. Preservation: The care and arrangement of the material 
mentioned, and its compilation in a form convenient and accessible ; 
also, the management of such a library of reference as can be se- 
cured by the special means in use by the Society, to include every 
thing needed for those studying its history, statistics, geography, 
laws and institutions, its current journalistic literature, and at the 
same time a general library of such works and documents as are 
not generally found in other libraries, and which can be gathered 
only by such means. 

8. Publication .- This is perhaps the least valuable of the three 
divisions of our work, as the constant use of the Library by persons 
2 . 
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preparing articles, reports, statistics, and works for publication, 
accomplishes this portion of the design to a considerable extent, by 
disseminating the information collected, without oatlay on our part. 
Such is a brief synopsis of our plan, which may be interesting to 
those who have not hitherto had an opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with the designs of our institution. We feel very much 
gratified, as we look back over the past progress of the Society, at 
our success, despite the insufficient means we have had. It would 
be doing^ an injustice to many liberal and active friends and co- 
laborers of the Society, if we did not give the credit of most of this 
success to them. Means alone will do much, but means with such 
energy and devotion, will enable us to succeed as fully in our work 
as the most sanguine could hope. 
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The continued success and prosperity of the society during the 
past year, in all departments of its work, is one of the prominent 
features of the present report, which we present with much satis- 
faction. We feel, as we look back on our success, and contrast 
the condition of the society now with what it was a brief period 
ago^for example, at the close of the war, when it was reorgan- 
ganized, with enlarged meo-ns — that the time of experiment has 
passed, and we are now securely established and in a condition to 
carry out all our objects and intentions. Like other of our state 
institutions, we have struggled up from a small beginning, shar- 
ing the reverses and prosperity of the commonwealth alike, until 
we have builded on a secure foundation. j 

THE library: 

During the year 1876 we received the following accessions to 
our library and cabinet; Bound volumes, 424; pamphlets, 262; 
photographs and engravings, 18; MSS., 2; files of papers, 4; cu- 
riosities, 2; maps, 5. Total, 717 objects. 

The sources from which the bound volumes were received, are 
as follows: by purchase, 251; binding, 63; gift and exchange, 
110. Of the pamphlets, all, with exceptions too few to notice, 
were gifts and exchanges. 

The total number of volumes in the library (Dec. 1) are: bound, 
7,003; pamphlets, or unbound, 10,012. Total, 17,015 publica- 
tions. 

PURCHASES. 

While our purchases the past year have not been large, we have 
added a number of very important and valuable works to our col- 
lection. Among the more prominent additions are the following : 
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HUtory — Eastern States, 

History of Annapolis, Md. 8vo, Baltimore, 1872 O. M. Taylor- 
History of Maryland. 12mo. Baltimore, 1 852 J. McSherry . 

The Chronicles of Baltimore. 8vo. Baltimore, 1874 J. T. Scharf- 

Annals of Annapolis. 12mo. Baltimore, 1841 D. Bidgely^ 

Connecticut Historical Collections. 8vo. New Haven, 1836.. J. W. Barber- 
History of Norwich, Conn . 8vo. 1866 F . M. Caulkins. 

Annals and Family Records of Winchester, Conn. 8vo. 

Hartford, 1878 John Boyd. 

History of Windham Co., Conn. 8vo. Worcester, Mass, 1874.. £. D. Larned. 
Connecticut Historical Collections. 8vo. New Haven, 1886 . .J. W. Barber- 
Extracts ftrom the Records of Colchester, Conn., Hartford, 

1864 CM. Taintor. 

History of jWinchendon, Mass., 8vo. Wlnchendon, 1868... .A.P.Marvin. 

History of Haverhill, Mass, 8vo. Haverhill, 1861 G. W. Chase. 

History of Barnstead. Mass. 8vo. Lowell, 1872 J. P. Jewett. 

History of the Town of Plymouth, Mass. 12mo. Boston, 1885 . . Jas . Thacher. 
History and Antiquities of New England. 8vo. Worcester, 

1841 J. W. Barber* 

History of Nantucket. 12 mo. Boston, 1835 Obed Macy. 

History of Western Massachusetts : 2 vols. 3 2mo. Spring- 
field, 1855 J. G. Holland* 

History of Dedham, Mass. 8vo. Boston, 1827. E. Worthington^ 

Historical Collections of Massachusetts. 8vo. Worcester, 

* 1844 J. W.Barber. 

History of Rhode Island and Newport. 8vo. N. Y., 1853. Rev. E. Peterson. 
Report upon the Census of Rhode Island. 8vo. Providence, 

1867.... 4 Edwin M. Snow. 

The Dorr Rebellion in Rhode Island. 8vo. Washington, 1846 . . . . E. Burke. 
Centennial Celebration, History of Reading, Vt., &c. 8vo. 

Bellows Falls G. A. DatiSv 

Founders of New England, &c. 4to. Boston, 1860 S. G. Drake. 

History of New Hampshire, up to 1830. 8vo. Manchester, 

1875 E. D. Sanborn. 

History of Klrkland, New York. 8vo. New York, 1874 A. D. Gridley. 

History of the State of New York ; 2 vols. 8vo. N. Y., 1871. J. R. Brodhead.- 

History of Qaeensbury, N. Y. 8vo. Albany, 1874 A W. Hold«'n, 

History of New York City. 8vo. New York, 1872 Wm. L. Stone. 

Reminiscences of Saratoga and Ballston. 8vo. N. Y , 1875. Wm. L. Stone. 
A Condensed History of Cooperstown. 12mo. Albany, 1862. S. T. Livermore. 

Annals of Luzerne Co., Pa. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1860 Stewart Pearce-. 

Authentic History of Lancaster, Pa. 8vo Lancaster, 1869. J. I. Mombert. 

History — Western and Southern States, 

Sketches of Western Adventure. 8vo. Covington, Ky.. 1872. J. A. McClung. 
Alton [111.] Trials. 12mo. New York, 1«38 W. S. Lincoln. 
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The History of the State of Ohio. 8vo. Detroit, 1875.. John S. 0. Abbott. 
Ohio Annals, Historic Events, &c. Svo. Dayton, 1876. ..C. H. Mitchener. 

The Annals of Kansas. 8vo. Topeka, 1876 D. W. Wilder. 

J^ebraska; Its Advantages and Resources. 8vo. N. Y., 1875. E. A. Curley. 

The Texas Scrap Book. 8vo. New York, 1875 D. W. C. Baker. 

Alabama; Her History, Resources, War Record, &c. 8vo. 

Montgomery, 1872 W. Brewer. 

^ Historical Collections of Georgia. 8vo. New York, 1855 Geo. White. 

Sketches and Recollections of Lynchburg, Va. 12mo. Richmond, 1858. 

History of Oregon, 1792-1849. 8 vo. Portland, 1870 W. H. Gray. 

it ecollections of the Early Settlement of Carroll Co., Ind. 8vo. 

Cincinnati, O., 1872 J. H. Stewart. 

<jrazetteer of Missouri. 8vo. Saint Louis, 1875 R. A. CampbeU. 

Illustrated History of Iowa. 8vo. Chicago, 1876 Tuttle & Durrie. 

Illustrated History of Wisconsin. 8vo. Boston, 1875 ... .Tuttle & Durrie. 
The Mines of Colorado. 12mo, Springfield, Mass., 1867. ..O. J. HoUister. 

Biography and Genealogy, 

Oenealogy of the Dutton Family of Pa. 8vo. West Chester. 1871 . 

Gilbert Cope. 
Crcnealogy of the Descendants of Thomas Angell. Svo. Providence. 1872. 

A. F. Augell. 
Biographical History of Lancaster Co., Pa. Svo. Lancaster. 1872. 

Alex. Hvrrls. 
The Chapman Fnmlly Genealogy. 8vo. Hartford. 1 854.... F. W Chapman 
Oenealogy of Dea. Stephen Hart & Descendants. 8vo. Hartford. 1876. 

Austin Hart. 
Genealogical Memoir of the Newcomb Family. 8vo. Elgin, 111. 

J. B. Newcomb 
Geneak>gy and History of the Family of Williams. 12mo. Greenfield. 

Mass..\ S. W.Williams 

Biographical Sketches of the Moody Family. 18mo. Boston. 1847. 

C. C. P. Moody. 
Memoranda of the Descendants of Amos Morris. 12mo. New York. 1868. 

E. L. Hart. 

The Upton Family Memorial. 8vo. Bath, Me. 1874 John A. Vinton. 

Memoir of Mre*. John West. 12mo. London. 1856 John West. 

Life of Maj. Gen. Wm. Henry Harrison. 8vo. Philadelphia. 1840. 
Memoir of Roger Williams. 8vo. Boston. 1876 N. M. Dexter. 

The Bebellion, Etc, 

The Lost Cause Regained. 12mo. New York. 1868 E. A. Pollard. 

Among the Guerrillas. 12mo. New York. 1866 Edmund Burke 

The Freedmen of the South. 12mo. Cincinnati. 1869 .. .L. W. Slaughter. 

Battlepieces and Aspects of the War 8vo. New York. 1866. 

Herman Melville. 
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The Natural History of Secession. 12mo. New York. 1864. 

T. S. Goodwill 
D!ary from November 18, 1862, to October 18, 1863. 12mo. New York. 1864* 

A Garowski^ 
American States— Churches and Slavery. 16mo. London. 1864. 

J. R. Balme. 
Ninth Reunion Army of the Cumberland. 8vo. Cincinnati. 1876. 
Pictorial History of the Civil War. 8 vols, 8vo. Philadelphia, 1870. 

B J. Lossing^ 
MigcellatKous. 

Canada Pacific Railway, 8vo. Ottawa. 1874 S. Flemings 

The History of Ireland, 8 vols., 8vo London, n. d Thos. Wright. 

The Native Races of the Pacific Coast, 6 vols., 8vo. N. Y . . H. H. Bancroft. 

The British Almanac and Companion, 46 vols, 12mo. London 

The Indian in hiB Wigwam, 8vo. Bufifalo. 1848 H. R. Schoolcraft. 

History of New France, 6 vols., 8vo. New York. [Trans, by Shea.J 

F. X. Charlevoix. 
The Olden Time, 2 vols., 8vo. Cincinnati, O. [Repub.].*.. N. B. Craig. 
Dictionary of the English Language. Folio. London. 1730.. N. Bailpy. 
North Ameriean Review, 117 vols., 8vo. Boston 

In all, 251 volumes have been added, at a total cost of $496.15, 
being an average of nearly |2 per volume; It is a matter of 
regret that our limited funds restricted us so much in the purchase 
of books, as there has not been so favorable a time for some years 
to purchase desirable books cheaply, as during the past year. 
Yet, with our small resources, we can add scarcely more to our 
library than many a well to do gentleman does to his private 
collection. Four or five hundred dollars per year permits but a 
small increase for a public library, which has so maily demands 
upon it as ours has, and must serve for so large and extended a 
p<)pulation, with such varied wants. Only for our careful way of 
purchasing, and the experience obtained by .practice as to how^ 
and where and what to buy to advantage, we could not have 
succeeded as well as we have, with the above small expenditure 
in adding rare and desirable works to our shelves. But we 
should observe that mere numbers has not been at any time our 
aim. Had quantity and cheapness been an object, we could 
perhaps, have bought 2,000 volumes for the above sum — 
pretty fair works, too. But they would not have beei^ the kind 
of works we want now. The time may come when they will be 
desirable, but they can then be purchased just as cheaply and 
easily as at present. What we are most desirous of securing 
now are those rare and valuable works regarding the early history 
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of the country, and especially the West— works growing scarcer 
and higher priced every year, owing to the latge number of public 
libraries now being formed in this country, many of them with 
ample means, as well as an increasing number of private 
collectors, whose purses seem larger even than many of our public 
institutions. Fiction, which forms the bulk of the issues of 
most of the circulating libraries, has no place at all on our 
shelves worth mentioning. Our object is to instruct — not amuse, 
and every work ever purchased for our shelves is of real value. 
The closest watch is kept on catalogues of dealers, both in the 
TJ. S. and England, enabling us to select the best works at the 
lowest prices. Of course, with our restricted means this is a 
slow way of building up a library, but we are » making steady 
progress, at least. Since we began making purchases 10 years 
ago, there has been an average number of 225 volumes purchased 
per year, at an average cost of |448 per annum, or a fraction less 
than $2 per volume. Considering the rarity and high price of 
most of the scarcer works we are securing, and the costliness of 
works of reference, such as encyclopedias, dictionaries, &c., the 
above average is certainly a very reasonable one, and we have 
been fortunate in our purchases. So continually enhancing in, 
rarity and value are most of the works purchased, that we believe 
the above 2250 volumes are worth now, and would sell, for twice 
what they cost us. 

To properly make the advance demanded of us, we should be able 
to lay out |1,000 per year in books, at least. This would enable us to 
complete, or at least render sufficiently complete, several depart- 
ments which would give our library an enlarged usefulness, without 
making any burdensome addition to our annual appropriation. That 
-sum would enable us to meet more nearly the demand upon us. 
We are now continually pressed by scholars, by scientific and pro- 
fessional men, investigating certain lines of study, to purchase 
works which they have not the means of procuring, but which 
should be provided by the state for the use of its people. These 
works are generally, costly, so that we are scarcelv in better con- 
dition to purchase them than the scholars themselves. Most of 
these works do not exist in any library in the state which is ac- 
cessible to the public, and our citizens have been compelled to go 
to Madison or Chicago, to pursue investigations on subjects in 
which we could give them no aid. As the commonwealth at large 
shares and profits, directly or indirectly, in the result of such 
study and researches, at least as they add to the sum of knowl- 
edge among those whose knowledge is generally made most useful 
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and available to others immediately around them — ^it is evidently 
the duty of the state to foster, encourage and assist such research 
and investigation among its citizens, especially where the outlay 
is comparatively small. 

GIFTS. 

By far the largest part of our increment, thus far, has been 
gifts from members and correspondents of the society, and the past 
year this source of accession has not been diminished, even in 
view of the financial stringency. In all, 110 bound and 262 un- 
bound volumes have been received, besides a number of valuable 
pictures, curiosities, etc. A list of the same accompanies this re- 
port, as an appendix, but this gives no idea of the value and choice- 
ness of many of the gifts. We might especially mention among our 
contributors the past year. Dr. Samuel A. Green, of Boston, who 
has continued the generous aid he has given us for several years 
past. Gen. R. W. Johnson, of St. Paul, is the donor of some 40 
volumes of State Adjutant General's Reports, issued during the 
war, a class of works now much sought after. Hon. Alex. Ram- 
sey, and Hon. S. J. R. McMillan contribute valuable official pub- 
lications. Robert Clarke, of Cincinnati; Joel Munsell, of Albany, 
N. Y. ; Isaac Smucker, of Newark, 0.; Rev. C. D. Bradlee, of 
Boston, and others, names to be found on our roll of contributors 
for years past, again give us evidence of their kind remembrance. 
J. J. Howard, L. L. D., London, contributes his valuable publica- 
tion " Miscellanea Genealogica et Heraldica, " and J. L. Chester 
his recent elaborate work '' Registers of Westminster Abbey.'* 
Hon. David Burt, Superintendent of Public Instruction, and Rev. 
Dr. Strong, of Carlton College, and Rev. D. C. Lyon, merit our 
thanks for special efforts to complete our sets of journals of religi- 
ous bodies. Mr. C. A. Zimmerman, the photographic artist, con- 
tributes some valuable views of St. Paul and Minneapolis, taken 
some 20 or 25 years ago. To Hon. G. A. Hamilton, of St. Paul, 
and J. F. Williams, Centennial commissioner from Minnesota, 
we are indebted for about 100 publications on the subject of the 
Centennial Exhibition, catalogues, reports, etc., a valuable and 
interesting history of that event. 

While we must depend mainly on purchasing for securing 
most of the rare and valuable works needed for any department, 
the proportion of gifts in our annual increase is significant. Out 
of 7,000 bound volumes on our shelves, we have purchased only 
2,250, or 32 per cent, leaving 4,750, or 68 per cent, as the result 
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of the generosity of our members and patrons, while nearly every 
one of the 10,000 pamphlets, together with maps, pictures and 
-curiosities, are also gifts. 

And this stream of valuable contributions is flowing in with in- 
•creasing volume. The old law that to him that hath shall be 
^iven, applies with remarkable truth to a society like this. In a 
:former report we adverted to this curious law governing the 
growth of public institutions. Once it has attained, through 
long struggles and toil, perhaps, a prosperous standing, men seem 
^o vie in aiding it, who would have turned away from its appeals 
when feeble and uncertain of success. A writer in the New York 
Evening Post^ referring to a gift to a similar institution in another 
-state, well defined this law: ^' Let a foundation be well establish- 
ed, so as to inspire entire confidence in its perpetuity, and free 
gifts and offerings will be made to it from all quarters, and it will go 
on increasing in importance and resources beyond the wildest 
tdreams of its founders." 

We have, since that date, amply demonstrated the truth of the 
Assertion. Our accessions during 1876 were from over 20 States 
and Territories, and several foreign countries. It is true, we were 
several years in securing and making available this source of in- 
crease, but it has now become of great importance. Many of the 
gifts we>receive are of considerable value. Rare works, privately 
printed books of very small editions, gifts from authors of mono- 
graphs, family genealogies, &c. Some are sets of works, others 
only a pamphlet, perhaps, but all contributed for some object, be- 
<iause the work was known to be valuable, or rare, or desirable. 
Many were never for sale at all, but were printed for presentation 
only. It may be known to many that there is rapidly growing up 
in our country a class of persons of fine literary taste and skill, 
united to ample means and liberal disposition, who delight in hunt- 
ing up literary curiosities, and purchasing them for presentation 
to institutions like our own, where they will be appreciated and 
preserved. The late Geo. W. Pahnestock, whose generous and 
valuable gifts to us were noted in an earlier report, was an exam- 
ple of this class. This presents strongly the advantages a Society 
such as this possesses in collecting a valuable library, and to this 
end the systematic and untiring efforts of our librarian, and other 
members, are directed. 

OUK NEWSPAPER COLLECTION 

Continues to increase in size and in value, gratifyingly. Our 
2 
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librarian has made this department a specialty, and has devoted to* 
it a zealous and watchful care, and with pleasing results. We 
have now over 600 bound volumes of newspapers, the larger part 
of them relating to our own State, and commencing with the first 
paper, the "Minnesota Pioneer," April 28, 1849, coeval with the 
birth of our Territory. Of many of the journals of our State we 
have complete files. Of many of them we have the only files in. 
existence. Indeed, it may be said, regarding almost any of our 
volumes, that they are utterly irreplacable by any sum of money ; 
while, collectively, the wealth of the Indies would not again gather 
them, in the event of their destruction. Their safety is one of the 
main reasons which lead us to wish so keenly for a fireproof de- 
pository. The loss of these complete and admirable materials for 
the history of our State and its people, would be deplorable, and 
be more and more keenly felt as years rolled on. They are, in 
general, not to be had outside of our library. So few files, even 
of more important journals, are preserved, and these often bear 
the hazard of loss and waste by fire, or carelessness and ignorance, 
that he who would undertake now, even with the treasures of a 
realm at his command, to gather these ephemeral chronicles of the 
past, would return almost empty-handed. It is well that our So- 
ciety began its collection of these invaluable records of our his> 
tory simultaneous with their appearance, and continued it, as far 
as our means would permit, until the present time. It is true,, 
there are gaps in the collection which somewhat mar the chrono- 
logical completeness of the series of some of the journals, although 
by the overlapping of the other files these periods are tolerably well 
covered. It might be proper to add here, that this occurred through 
no dereliction of the Society. These hiati represent the dark days- 
of financial disaster, rebellion, and Indian massacre, from 1859 to 
1862, a period when the Society was left utterly without a penny^ 
to pay postage with, and its most active workers absent in the 
army. Some of the valuable files covering this period have 
been secured since, and indeed, we have a fair collection on that 
interesting period of State history, but not so complete as it would 
have been, had not the only income the Society had (an appropria-^ 
tion of $500 in State scrip, worth sometimes not over 40 cents on 
the dollar) been totally withdrawn. 

To give a more deunite idea of the extent and completeness of 
our collection of Minnesota journals, we give in the appendix a list 
of the bound* files arranged alphabetically under the name of the 

* In addition to these bound volumes, we have some unbound files, covering different 
periods, so fraicmentary that we have left them, for the present, in that condition, but, if 
no o^>portualty soou otfers to complete them we will bind them also. 
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towns where published. This catalogue will be useful to those 
elsewhere in the state, wishing to see what materials for the his- 
tory of their counties we have in our collection. 

GEKBRAL REMARKS ON THE COLLECTION. 

It will be observed, on examining the list, that the files of a few 
papers appear somewhat irregular. There are numerous reasons 
for this. The frequent changes in the proprietorship, caused by 
financial reverses, would call for a revision of the mail list, and all 
free papers (for they were sent to us free,) were generally cut off. 
There were also frequent changes in name, which did not, how- 
ever, affect the consecutive issue of the journal without other 
change. Very frequently the offices of publication werfe moved 
from one town to another during the county seat struggles of the" 
earlier days — changing the place of issue merely, the pap r being^ 
otherwise the same. No business has been subject to more fluc- 
tuations, uncertainties and vicissitudes than journalism in Minne- 
sota, during its earlier years. The enterprises of this nature 
started and "run" a few months, and then discontinued, make a 
list of formidable length.* Of many of these journals we have the- 
only files in existence. There is not one, no matter how small or 
fragmentary, which does not contain most valuable matter, to be 
found in no other shape. 

Had the Society possessed the means, during the earlier years, 
to have secured, by subscription, the complete journalism of the- 
territory, our collection would be much more full and valuable 
than it is, and could probably have been made absolutely com- 
plete. Those collecte4 we^e the generous gift of the publishers, 
themselves, in nearly every instance, struggling against pecuniary- 
disaster, and perhaps illy able to make the contribution. Even 
now, some papers which are unable . to furnish us with copies, 
could be secured thus, were it not so manifestly unjust to the 
others who have generously sent us their issues free. It has been 
once or twice proposed bv members of the legislature to couple 
with the annual appropriation by the state for publication of the 
session laws a proviso that eiach journal receiving that patronage 
shall contribute a copy to be preserved here. This has never been 
done, however, and we still rely on the voluntary action of the 
publishers, knowing that the pride which every journalist feels in 
his important profession, will cause him to feel solicitous of send- 

* Oat of 42 Joarnala received and filed by this Society in 1867, no less than 22 are noir 
discontinued. 
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ing to US, for preservation, a complete file of his paper. This 
Society, and the people of the state, for whom they are acting, 
must always gratefully remember the generosity of the newspaper 
publishers in Minnesota and adjacent states, in aiding in the form- 
ation of a collection of such splendid and invaluable materials for 
a history. 

VALUE OF KBW^PAPBRS AS MATERIALS FOB HI8T0BY. 

There is not an issue of the smallest and feeblest country news- 
paper which does not contain matter which, perhaps years hence, 
may be of the most vital importance, affecting the estates, the 
reputation, nay, even the liberty, of some citizen. Lest it might 
be supposed that we have overrated newspapers as materials for 
history, we quote from a chapter in the recent report of the 
Bureau of Education, on "Public Libraries in the United States," 
written by Hon. A. R. Spofford, Librarian of Congress : 

"The modem newspaper and other periodical publications afford 
the truest, the fullest, and on the whole, the most impartial image 
of the age we live ii> that can be derived from any single source. 
Taken together, they afford the richest material for the historian 
or the student of politics, of society, of literature, and of civiliza- 
tion in its various aspects. What precious memorials of the day 
even the advertisements and brief paragraphs of the newspapers 
of a century ago afford us ! While in a field so vast it is impos- 
sible for any one library to be more than a gleaner, no such insti- 
tution can afford to neglect the collection and preservation of at 
least some of the more important newspapers from year to year. 
A public library is not for one generation only, but it is for all 
time. Opportunities once neglected of securing the current peri- 
odicals of any age in continuous and complete form seldom or 
never recur. The principle of selection will, of course, vary in 
different libraries and localities. While the safest general rule is 
to secure the best and most representatives of all the journals, 
reviews, and magazines within the limits of the fund which can 
be devoted to that purpose, there is anftther principle which should 
largely guide the selections. 

" In each locality it should be one leading object of the princi- 
pal library to gather within its walls the fullest representation 
possible of the literature relating to its own State and neighbor- 
hood. In every city and large town the local journals and other 
periodicals should form an indispensable part of a public library 
•collection. Where the means are wanting to purchase these, the 
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proprietors will frequently furnish them free of expense for a pub- 
lie use; but no occasion should be lost of securing, immediately 
on its issue from the press, every publication, large or small, which 
relates to the local history or interests of the place where the li- 
brary is maintained. This collection should embrace not only 
newspapers, magazines, etc., but a complete collection of all cas- 
ual pamphlets, reports of municipal governments, with their sub- 
divisions, reports of charitable or benevolent societies, schools^ 
etc., and even the prospectuses, bulletins, catalogues, etc., of real 
estate agents and tradesmen. Every library should have its scrap- 
book (or series of them) for preserving the political broadsides and 
fugitive pieces of the day which in any way reflect or illustrate- 
the spirit of the times or the condition of the people. These un- 
considered trifles, commonly swept out and thrown away as worth- 
less, if carefully preserved and handed down to the future, will be 
found to form precious memorials of a bygone age. 

"How many pages of our modern philosophic historians are il- 
luminated by traits of character and manners derived from these 
ephemeral handbills, broadsides, ballads, and other forgotten 
'* rubbish " of the centuries that are gone. While the files of the 
journals of any period furnish unquestionably the best instru- 
ments for the history of that epoch, it is lamentable to reflect that 
so little care has ever been taken to preserve a fair representation 
of those of any age. The destiny of nearly all newspapers is swift 
destruction; and even those which are preserved, commonly sur- 
vive in a provokingly fragmentary state. The obvious causes of 
the rapid disapjiearance of periodical literature are its great vol- 
ume, necessarily increasing, with every year, the difficulty of lodg- 
ing the files of any long period in our narrow apartments, anci the 
continual demand for paper for the uses of trajie. To these must 
be added the great cost of binding files of journals, increasing in 
the direct ratio of the size of the volumes. As so formidable an 
expense can be incurred by very lew private subscribers to period- 
icals, so much more important is it that the public libraries should 
not neglect a duty which they owe to their generation as well as 
to those that are to follow. 

" These poor journals of to-day, which everybody is ready to 
stigmatize as trash not worth the room to store or the money to 
bind,' are the very materials which the man of the future will 
search for with eagerness, and for some of which he will be ready 
to pay their weight in gold. 

" These representatives of the commercial, industrial, inventive, 
social, literary, political, moral, and religious life of the times 
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should be pfeserved and handed down to posterity with sedulous 
care. 

*' No historian or other writer on any subject, who would write 
conscientiously or with full information, can afford to neglect this 
fruitful mine of the journals, where his richest materials are fre- 
quently to be found. 

" In the absence of a great library of journals, or of that uni- 
versal library which every nation should possess, it become? the 
more important to assemble in the various local libraries all those 
ephemeral publications, which, if not thus preserved contempo- 
raneously with their issue, will disappear utterly and elude the 
search of future historical inquirers. And that library which 
shall the most sedulously gather and preserve such fugitive memo- 
rials of the life of the people among which it i^ situated, will be 
found to have best subserved its purpose to the succeeding genera- 
tions of men." 

PATENT SPECIFICATIONS. 

Our patent specifications continue to be of the greatest use and 
value to artisans and manufacturers. We have received, during 
1876, twelve volumes of the specifications, and the weekly issues 
of the *' Patent OflBce Gazette." We have now 105 volumes of 
the new series, 46 of the old, and 8 bound volumes of the Gazette 
— total 156. This is the only set in the state, complete and acces- 
sible to the public. It extends back, complete, a period of over 30 
years, commencing with No. 4,914, in the year 1846. At the 
writing of this report, the current number is about 184,000. We 
have* also recently procured the republication, by the Patent Ofl&ce, 
of all the specifications and drawings from 1790 to 1836, in one 
volume, and also the general index of all inventions from 1790 to 
1874. We now only lack the numbers from 1836 to 1846, and 
these will probably be republished by the patent office. 

There are artisans and manufacturers who resort to our rooms 
and study our patents during their leisure hours, as regularly as 
professional men study their own class of works. In view of the 
enormous number of patents now extant, covering almost every- 
thing "under the sun, " it is absolutely necessary for mechanics 
who are pondering any invention, to see what has been patented 
in the same line, before spending any time or money. 

The large and increasing use made of these specifications, is a 
good evidence of their value, and taken in connection with the 
fact that there are now firms in our state engaged in patent solic- 
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iting and agency, shows that ttere is already springing up in our 
«tate quite a considerable class of inventors and ingenious me- 
chanics, a most valuable class to any community, and one that 
should be encouraged by every means open to the state. The 
stimulus given to the natural ingenuity of the ^'Yankee" race by 
the large profit on any successful article enuring to the discoverer 
or patentee, has awakened the study of mechanical science^ and 
natural philosophy to a degree unknown before, and will result in 
valuable discoveries among our citizens, which will increase the 
wealth and resources of the whole commonwealth. Indeed, 
libraries and cabinets of natural history and laboratories to facili- 
tate such investigations are now a necessity. Quite a number of 
patents have already been issued to citizens of this state. As 
proper aids to the study of these patent specifications, a few works 
of reference, or hand-books, are needed on scientific subjects, such 
as architecture, chemistry, mineralogy, mining, hydrostatics, 
dynamics, and the physical sciences generally. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

No effort has been spared during the past year, to collect 
contributions from those pioneers of our State, who are able to 
furnish them, of such facts and events in our early days, not yet 
recorded^ as will throw light pn the pre-territorial days of 
Minnesota, and properly narrate the part borne in the planting of 
•our commonwealth, by its old settlers.. This is a work which 
must not be delayed, as the few who can furnish these valuable 
facts are rapidly passing away, or becoming too infirm to 
undergo the application necessary to write any extended narrative. 
We are not unmindful of the precarious chance to secure the 
valuable reminiscences they alone can give, and one of our main 
duties is now to accomplish this. Several gentlemen have 
valuable papers in preparation. We have already done much 
in that direction, in the publication of three volumes of 
historical collections filled with valuable matter, and hope to 
continue the series, until every point of our early history shall 
have been written up and published for the information of our 
citizens and scholars elsewhere. In this connection, we again 
urge (not only our members) but any and every citizen who can 
write anything, to do so. If not printed immediately, — though 
we publish as promptly as our means permit, — the manuscript 
will at least be safe and available for use. 

In our annual report a year ago, we alluded to a work called 
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"History of the City of St. Paul and County of Ramsey,'' the 
copyright of which was offered to the Society, by the author, on 
the condition that it would publish the same, the profits to go to 
the Society. A few of our members generously advanced the 
means to issue the work, which was done in a very neat and 
creditable manner, forming Vol. IV of our "Collections.'" It 
was not so successful pecuniarily as had been hoped, owing to the 
financial stringency, but enough were sold to pay all expenses of 
publication. The Society has also been enabled to use the 
remaining copies in exchanging with sister Societies, to distribute 
to the press, and to trade for other books. Some 200 copies 
have thus been used to advantage, and 150 remain, which may 
yet be sold. 

We are receiving in our work of securing facts about the 
unwritten history of the State, valuable aid from the "Old 
Settler's Association of Minnesota." It is in reality a branch of 
this Society in many respects. The memoirs and facts collected 
by it, are precisely what we need, and as the OH Settlers deposit 
their papers, books and documents with us, for safe keeping, are 
accessible for use. When that Association dissolves, as it must 
in time, by the death of its last member, this Society is to receive 
its records and other property. 

PUBLISHED MATERIALS FOB MliTNESOTA HISTORY. , 

Reference was made, under another head, to the value of ephe- 
meral publications, such as pamphlets, papers, broadsides, hand- 
bills, &c., as materials of history. Their value will be most re- 
cognized by those who have most used, or most endeavored to col- 
lect them. We wish to remind our members, and all citizens, of 
the desirabilitj'^ of making our collection complete, in everything 
relating to Minnesota. Nothing need be considered too trifling 
for our purposes. It may seem trifling now, indeed, but as its 
preservation is one •f our objects, in the future (and our work is 
largely for the future) its full value will be known. 

For instance, the journals of our various religious bodies is one 
branch of materials having a peculiar value, as including the 
natnes of large classes of our active citizens. Our librarian has, 
by special effort, succeeded in completing sets of journals of six of 
the leading denominations in this State. Some are now absolutely 
complete, and of these there are probably not more than two or 
three complete sets in Minnesota. No one, except those who have 
endeavored to gather a set of such pamphlets, could realize how 
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scarce, how almost unobtainable, they become, sometimes within 
a few months after their publication. As many of these are 
printed in other cities of the State, and thus escape the knowledge 
of the librarian, our friends in those places are urgently requested- 
to secure and forward to us these waifs for preservation. 

Societies and organizations of various kinds, after operating 
spme years, often disband. Their records might ultimately be val- 
uable, if there were any place to deposit them. This society offers 
such a place for archives of that kind, where they will be secure 
from the loss which generally overtakes such ownerless documents. 

ROOMS — PROPOSED FIRB-PROOF BUILDIJSTG. 

In one of our previous reports, we called attention to the 
crowded condition of our rooms, which taken into connection with 
our steady growth, points to a period quite near at hand, when our 
present rooms will be totally inadequate to contain, or at least 
properly accommodate, our bibliothecal treasures. In fact, we are 
already quite hampered in our growth and operations, by our re- 
stricted quarters, while they are unhealthy and otherwise unfit for * 
our purposes. 

We are, therefore, justified in again, more pointedly perhaps 
than previously, calling the attention of our members and patrons 
to the absolute necessity of providing, before many months, a 
commodious fire-proof building for our use. We can then meet 
more nearly the • demands upon us for securing, preserving and 
rendering attainable for use, our treasures of knowledge in its 
many departments. How such a building is to be secured, is a 
question we shall have to defer solving until the issue is to be 
squarely met. Perhaps a way will then be seen out of our diffi- 
culties. Such a building will perhaps cost, indeed, ought to cost, 
$2§,000. Whether this should be: 1. Furnished by the State; 
2. Raised by subscription; or, 3. Partly by both, are questions 
we do not now propose to discuss. At any rate, when the finan- 
cial pressure is lifted, the matter should receive our serious consid- 
eration. If it is not delayed until the flames shall have swept 
away these gatherings of quarter of a century, we shall be fortu- 
nate. 

LIBRARIES AS A KORAL POWER. 

We have thus enumerated, somewhat in detail, the objects of 

the Society, and the means now used to carry out those objects. 
3 
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We feel greatly encouraged as we refer to the latter division of the 
subject, and indulge in a pardonable pride in that success. If we 
should not in any particular, however, have fulfilled the expecta- 
tions of our friends, we can only say, there is much we wisJied to 
do, which we were without the means to accomplish. 

Nor have we overrated the importance and value of our work. 
Indeed, it would scarcely be possible to do so. We live in an age 
of remarkable mental activity. Public libraries are now rightly 
estimated as one of the greatest promoters of what is termed mod- 
em civilization, and culture, and one of the chief adjuncts of our 
fine and valuable educational system. Many regard them, indeed, 
as a sequel, rather than a department, of that system. While they 
may have a special work, or division, like the Normal School, or 
the University, they supplement the work of both. The schools 
awaken the thirst for knowledge — libraries gratify it. Emerson, 
"the Sage of Concord," has said — that "the great library is to 
the modern learner the equivalent of the University." It is, in 
many respects, even more than a University. It gathers and re- 
^ cords the learning, the ideas, the history, the progress of each age. 
Generations may come, play their noisy part, and disappear, leav- 
ing scarce a record of what they were, or what they did, except 
what is found in the scroll of the historian, or the archives of the 
municipalty, and the public library, enduring and changeless, 
gathers and treasures up these records at the last. Silent and 
voiceless, yet living and speaking, they stand on its shelves. 

It does not play a conspicuous part in society. Its existence 
may be unnoticed by the mass of men, yet it reaches and moves 
them all the same with its sileiit, yet powerful forces. From these 
fountains of thought, streams of information continually flow, in 
various directions, and to various results. It is reproduced in a 
myriad of ways, and enriches a multitude of eflForts. The pulpit, 
the press, the rostrum — three powerful forces in society — would 
have but a tithe of their power, without the public library. 
Through them it speaks to millions, and its potent influences si- 
lently, but surely, tell on the destiny of the nation. 

^* Libraries, " to quote a recent writer, "have ever been the con- 
servators of popular intelligence. Whenever and wherever a col- 
lection of books has been formed, then and there other agencies 
of knowledge and thought cluster together. Books are the nucleus 
about which culture crystallizes, like a gem of many facets. They 
are at the center of literature, science and art. They illuminate 
education, religion and life. They are the stimulus of students, 
the strength of scholars, and the delight of men of taste." 



HISTORICAL SOCIETT. 19 

Such is the importance of the trust devolving upon us, and hop- 
ing that we may administer it in the future as we believe we have 
in the past, justly and successfully, this report is respectfully 
submitted. 
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^PPEN^DIX. 



LIST OF DONORS. 



FROM INDIVIDUALS. 

Bound Vols. Unboand. 

Geo. W. Anderson, Esq., St. Paul 1 

Hon. C. C. Andrews, Stockholm 1 

Hon. M. E. Armstrong, Yankton, D. T 1 

Mrs. Mary C. Baker, St. Paul 1 

Rev. C. D. Bradlee, Boston 5 

J. B. Chaney, Esq., St. Paul 21 

Richard Chute, Esq., Minneapolis 1 

Joseph L. Chester, London, Eng 1 

Rob't Clark, Esq., Cincinnati, O 1 2 

P. Cudmore, Esq., Le Sueur 1 

Maj. Gen. J. Watts De Peyster, New York 1 

Prof. Wm. W. Folwell, State University 20 

Dr. Samuel A. Green, Boston 1 44 

Geo. A. Hamilton, Esq., St. Paul 2 13 

John H. Hanson, Esq., St. Paul 1 

N. J Herrick, Lawrence, Mass 3 

J. J. Howard, LL. D., London, Eng 12 

Col. Albert H. Hoyt, Boston 1 

Gen. R. W. Johnson, St. Paul 40 

Seneca G. Lapham, Esq., Milwaukee ' 1 

Rev. D. C. Lyon, St. Panl 6 

Hon. S. J. R. McMillan, St. Paul 1 

Frank J. Mead, Esq. , Minneapolis 3 

Joel Munsell, Esq., Albany, N. Y 29 

James Nesbitt, Esq., Troy, N.Y 2 

T. 8. Parvin, Grand Sec. of lowii 2 

Prof. W.F.Phelps, Winona 1 

Hon. Edmund Quincy, Boston 1 

Hon. AleK. Ramsey » St. Paul 47 

G. S. Sargent, Esq., Brookline, Mass 1 

Edward Sawyer, Esq., St. Paul 1 2 

Dr. Isaac Smucker, Newark, O 1 

Rev. H. A. Stimson, Minneapolis 1 

Rev. E. M. Stone, Providence, R. 1 1 

Rev. J. W. Strong, D. D., Northfleld, Minn 8 

J. F. WiUiams, St. Paul 6 68 
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FROM SOCIBTIBS, INSTITUTIONS, BTC. 

American Antiquarian Society 1 

Massachusetts Historical Society 1 

Vermont Historical Society 1 

New England Historic-Genealogical Society ^ 1 

Sssez Institute, Salem, Mass 5 

Georgia Historical Society 2 

Maryland Historical Society 2 

New Jersey Historical Society 1 

Pennsylvania Historical Society 2 

Western Reserve and Nortliern Ohio Historical Society 1 

Free Public Library, Worcester, Mass 1 

Astor Library. New York 1 

Feabody Museum of Archseology, etc., Camb ridge .... I 

Yale College x 3 

Mercantile Library, New York v.. 1 1 

^Philadelphia Library Company 1 

State Library of Michigan 1 

Indiana State Archseological Convention 1 

Bureau of Education 2 

Surgeon General's Office 1 

State Board of Health, Mass 1 

Department of Interior 88 2 

Pennsylvania State Board of Charities 1 

War Department U. S 1 

Royal Historical Society of England 1 
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CATALOGUE OF BOUND NEWSPAPERS. 



Albert Lea Freeborn Co. Eagle, Jan. 15, 1859, to May 12, 1860. 

Freeborn Co. Standard, Sept. 29, 1860, to Jan. 23, 1862. 

Freeborn Co. Standard, Jan. 1, 1868, to Dec. 81, '73, (2 vol.) 

Alexandria Alexandria Post, Sept. 22, 1868, to Dec. 30, 1876, (2 vol.) 

Anoka.. Anoka Star, Oct. 3, 1863, to Sept. 3, 1864. 

Anoka Union, Jan. 2, 1868, to Dec. 27, 1870. 

Anoka Co, Press, Jan. 26, 1869, to Dec 30, 1872. 

Anoka Co. Union, Jan. 3, 1871, to Dec 30, 1876, ,(2 vol.) 

Anoka Co Republican, Jan. 1874, to Dec. 1876. 
Austin Mower Co. Mirror, Nov. 4, 1868, to Oct. 13, 1869. 

Minnesota Courier, Mar. 26, 1862, to Dec. 24, 1862. 

Minnesota Courier, Jan. 6, 1863, to Jan. 6, 18 !4. 

Mower Co Register, Mar. 10, 1864, to Sept. 1864. 

Austin Register, Jan. 3, 1867, to Deo. 30, 1876, (3 vols.) 

Mower Co. Transcript, July 16, *69, to Dec. 30, 76, (2 vols.) 

Mower and Fillmore Co. Republican, Oct. 7.'^, to Dec. 30, 76. 
Beaver Falls .... Beaver Falls Gazette, 1870. 

Belle Plaine.... Belle Plaine Enquirer, March 18, 1858, to Oct. 12, 1861. 
Blue Earth City. Blue Earth City News, Nov. 2, 1861 to July 12, 1862. 

South West Minnesotian, Auj?. 2, 1862, to Sept. 13, 1862. 

The South West, March, 1868, to Sept. 2, 1871. 

Blue Earth City Post, 1869-76. 

Blue Earth City Bee, 1876-6. 

Brainerd Brainerd Tribune, Feb. 10, 1872, to Dec. 26, 1876. 

Brownsville Brownsville Herald, Aug. 2, 1856, to Jan. 23, 1868. 

Southern Minnesota Herald, Mar. 1, 1868, to Apr. 16, 1859. 

Brownsville Free Press, Dec. 16, 1866, to May 21, 1869. 

Western Progress, Apr. 28, 1869, to May 7, 1870. 

Caledonia Houston Co. Journal, Feb. 2, '69, to Aug. 31, *69. 

Cannon Falls .... Cannon Falls Beacon, 1876. 

Carver Carver Co. Democrat, May 17, 1869, to Aug. 3, 1869. 

Carver Co Free Press, 1876. 
Chaska Valley Herald, Sept. 4, 1862, to Nov. 6, 1862. 

Valley Herald, Jan. 2, 1864, to Dec 27, 1876, (6 vols.) 
Chatfield Chatfleld Democrat, Dec. 18, 1868 to Aug. 27, 1864 (2 vols.) 

Chatfleld Democrat, Jan. .5, 1867, to Dec. 26, 1876. 

Chatfleld Republican, Nov. 16, 1869, to Oct. 16, 1861. 
Delano Big Woods Citizen, ) 187B to Dec. 30, 1876. 

Wright County Eagle, ) 

Delavan Delavan Bee, 1872 to 1874. 

Detroit Detroit Record, May 18, 1872 to Jan. 80, 1875. 

Duluth Duluth Minnesotian, April 24, 1869 to Dec. 26, 1874, (2 vols.) 

Duluth Tribune, May 4, 1870 to Nov. 6, 1876. 

Duluth Herald, 1876. 

Duluth Minnesotian-Herald, 1875 and 1876. 

Duluth Morning Call, dally, Jan. 4, 1871 to May 28, 1871. 

Duluth Weekly Democrat, April 2, 1871 to Oct. 1, 1871. 

Eyota Eyota Advertiser, (m.) 1870 to 1876. 

Fairmont Martin County Atlas, April 11, 1868 to Dec. 29, 1869. 

Martin County Review, Aug. 20, 1870 to Aug 16, 1872. 

Martin County Sentinel, 1875 and 1876. 
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Faribault Central Republican ) June 23, 1S58 to Dec. 30, '76 (9 vols.) 

Faribault RepubPean > 

Faribault Leader [and Democrat,] Aug. 2, 1870 to July 
^ 11,1875. 

Northern Statesman and Western Farmer, "^ov. 12. 1861 to 
March 18. 1862. 

Farmington Farmington Telegraph, June 4, 1868, to Aug. 26, 1869 

Farmington Press, Aug. 4, 1870 to Dec. 25, 1876, (2 vols.] 

Fergus Falls Fergus Falls Advocate, April 22, 1871 to Nov 9, 1876. 

Fergus Falls Journal, July 24, 1873 to Dec. 30, 1876. 
Garden City .. .v. Garden City Herald, Oct. 23, 1867 to Aug. 5, 1870. 

Glencoe Glencoe Register, Jan, 16, 1859 to June 22, 1860. 

Glencoe Register, Jan. 18, 1862 to July 12, 1862. 
Glencoe Register, Jan. 9, 1868 to Dec. 22, J 870. 
Glencoe Register, March 2, 1871, to Dec. 28^ 1876, (2 vols.) 
McLeod County Register, April 9, 1868 to July 2, 1868. 

Glenwood Glenwood Eaale, Nov. 4, 1871 to Sept. 26, 1874. 

Granite Falls ... Granite Falls Journal, 1875 to 1876. 

Hastings Hastings Independent. Jan. 27, 1859 to Dec. 25, 1862. 

Hastings Independent, Jan. 28. 1864 to Dec. 29, 1866. 
Hastings Ledger, March 26, 1869, to Oct 8, 1859. 
Hastings Democrat, Dec. 3, 1859, to Ap. 27, 1861. 
Minnesota Conserver, April 25, 1861 to March 26, 1862. 
Minnesota Conserver, Jan. 8, 1863 to Nov. 13, 1866. 
Hastings Gazette, Oct. 6, 1867 to Dec. 31 1876, (3 vols.) 
Dakota County Union, Oct. 23, 1867 to Dec. 31, '76, (3 vols.) 

Henderson Henderson Democrat, April 3, 1856 to May 4, 1861, (2 vols.) 

Henderson Times, Jan. 6, 1872 to April 29, 1875. 

Hokah .' . . . Hokah Chief, March 27, 1868 to Feb. 5, 1859. 

Hokah Chief, Feb. 7, 1860, to Nov. 18, 1862. 
Hokah Blade. Nov. 1876 to Dec. 30, 1876. 

Jackson Jackson Republic, March 6, 1870 to Dec. 28, 1876, (2 vols.) 

Kasson Dodge County Republican, Aug. 1871 to Dec. 1870. 

Dodge County Republican, June 23, 1871 to Dec. 26, 1876. 
Lac qui Parle. . .Lac qui Parle Press, 1873 t^o 1876. 
La Crescent .. ..La Crescent Plaindealer, April 16, 1861, to Nov. 1, 1862. 

Lake City Lake City Times, March 1, 1862, to Dec. 27, 1862. 

Lake City Leader, Aug. 5, 1865, to Dec. 30, 1876, (4 vols.) 
Wabasha County Sentinel, Feb. 8, 1871, to Dec. 31, 1876. 
(2 vols.) 

Lanesboro Lanesboro Heiald, Sept. 17, 1868, to Nov. 14, 1871. 

Lanesboro Clarion, Nov. 28, 1871, to Dec. 26, 1871. 

Le Sueur i. .Le Sueur Courier, Dec. 11, 1867 to Aug. 27, 1873, (2 vols.) 

Litchfield Meeker Co News, Jan. 7, 1871, to Dec. 29, 1873. 

Ledger and News-Ledger, Jan. 1, 1874, to Dec. 30, 1876. 

Madelia Herald, 1873 and 1874. 

Mankato Mankato Independent, Feb. 4, 1860, to December 20, 1862. 

Mankato Record, March 29, 1861, to Oct. 29, 1861. 
Mankato Record, Jan. 18, 1862, to Dec. 20, 1862. 
Mankato Record, Jan. 3, 18^3, to June 16, 1863. 
Mankato Record, July 18, 1863, to Dec. 16, 1866. 
Mankato Record, Dec. 7, 1867, to Dec. 31, 1876 (3 v ols. 
Mankato Review, Jan. 6, 1873, to Dec. 28, 1875. 
Mankato Union, July 17, 1863, to Dec. 29, 1865. 
Mankato Union, Jan. 3, 1867, to Dec. 24, 1876 (8 vols.) 

Mantorville Mantorville Express, March 18,1858, to Dec. 29,1876.(7 vols.) 

Marshall Prairie schooner, >^ . .^-^ to Dpo I87fi 

Marshall Messenger, 5 ^^^•' ^^^^' ^^ ^^^'> ^^^^' 

Minneapolis St. Anthony Express, May 31, 1851 to June 17, 1864. 

[and St. Anthony] Apr, 21, 1860, to Feb. 28, 1861. 

North Western Democrat, > May 24, 1854, to July 12, 1856. 
Minnesota Democrat yJuiy 19, l^'56, to Oct. 17, 1857. 

Minnesota Republican, Nov. 30, 1854, to Oct, 11, 1855. 
Minneapolis Gazette, Mar. 16, 1858, to Oct. 1, 1868. 
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Minneapolis ....Minuesota State News : W., Jan. 14, 1860, to Dec. 10, 1862. 
[& St. Anthony] The State Atlas, Jan. 7, 1868, to Aag. 24, 1864. 

Minneapolis Chronicle, D . Jane 16, 1866, to Apr. 80, 1867. 

Daily Tribune, May 26, 1869, to Dec. 31, 1876. (13 vols ) 

St. Anthony Falls Democrat, Oct. 8, 1869, to Dec. 28, 1871. 

Daily Evening News, May 1, to Dec. 81, 1872. 

Daily Evening News, Jan. 8, 1873, to May 30, 1873. 

Daily Evening Times, Jan. 1, 1873, to Dec. 30, 1873. (2 vols.) 

Daily Evening Mail, Jan. 2, 1876, to Dec. 31, 1876. 

Nordisk Folkeblad, Mar. 17, 1869, to Dec. 30, 1876 

Citizen, 1874, to 1876. (vols. H-5.) 

Buddstikken, Sept., 1873, to Dec. 28, 1876. 

Gopher Mirror, 1874. 

(Total, 38 vols.) 
Monticello Wright County Repablican, Sept. 22, 1860, to June 8, 1861. 

Northwestern Union, Feb. 22, 1862, to April 12, 1862. 

Wright County Times, Jan. 3, 71, to Dec. 24, 76, (2 vols.) 

Moorhead Iltd River Star, July 6, 1872, to Dec. 30, 1876. 

New Ulm New Ulm Pioneer, Jan. 7, I860, to Aug 9, 1862. 

New Ulm Plaindealer, Nov. 12, 1870, to Dec. 6, 1872. 

New Ulm Herald, Aug. 1874 to Dec. 30, 1876. 
Northfleld Northfield Telegraph, May 13, 1861, to March 19, 1862. 

Northfleld Standard, July 1872 to Feb. 10, 1876. 

Otter Tail Otter Tail City Record, Sept. 30, 1871, to May 11, 1872. 

Owatonna The Representative, Jan. 9, 1861, to March 18, 1861. 

Owatonna Plaindealer, Oct. 1, 1863, to Nov. 30, 1866. 

Owatonna Journal, Dec. 8, 1870, to Aug. 1876, (2 vols.) 

Owatonna Register, Oct. 23, 1867, to April 30, 1868. 

Perham Perham News, 1876. 

Pine City Fine County News, Oct. 1874 to Dec. 1876. 

Preston The Republican, Nov. 2, 1861, to Oct. 23, 1876, (4 vols.) 

Fillmore County Republican, Nov. 4, 1870, t6 Sept. f7, 1876. 

Preston Republican, 1876. 

Princeton Princeton Appeal, 1874 to 1876. 

Red Wing Sentinel, Jan. 1, 1869, to April 24, 1861 

Goodhue County Republican, Feb. 3, 1860, to Aug. 26, 1864. 
do. Jan 4, 1867, to Dec. 31, 1876, 

(3 vols.) 

Goodhue County Volunteer. Feb. 19, 1862, to Aug. 24, 1864. 

Red Wing Argus, Jan. 2, 1868, to Dec. 31, 1876, (3 vols.) 

The North Star, Dec. 1, 1871, to Dec. 3, 1872. 

Grange Advance, 1874 to 1876. 
Bed Wood Falls .Red Wood Falls Mail, Sept. 17, 1869, to Dec. 27, 1872. 

Red Wood Gazette, Jan. 1, 1873, to Dec. 31, 1876. 
Rochester Rochester Democrat, March 18, 1868. to Oct. 21, 1858. 

Rochester Free Press, Jan. 1, 1868, to Jan. 6, 1869. 

Rochester Post, Nov. 2, 1859, to Aug. 2, 1862. 

do. April 18, 1863, to Sept. 22, 1864. 

do. Oct. 12, 1867, to Dec. 31, 1876, (3 vols.) 

Rochester Repc^lican, March 6, 1862, to Aug. 24, 1864. 

The Federal Union, Jan. 4 1868, to Dec. 26, 1873. • 

Central Record, (S. W.,) Feb. 4, 1871, to Dec. 80, 1871. 

The Minnesota Record, Jan. 27, 1872, to March 7, 1874. 

Record and Union, 1874 to 1876. 

Nordisk Volkeblad, March 12, 1868, to May 14, 1868. 
(Total 16 volumes.) 

Rush City Chisago County Post, 1876 to 1876. 

Saint Charles ...St. Charles Herald, March 13, 1868, to Oct. 2, 1868. 

St. Charles Times, 1874 to 1876. 
Saint Cloud The Democrat, March 3, 1859, to July 19, 1866, (3 vols.) 

The St. Cloud Times, April 9, 1864, to Nov. 6, 1864. 

do. Sept. 16, '66, to Dec. 31, 76, (3 vols.) 

St. Cloud Journal, Jan. 2, 1868, to May 26, 1876, (8 vols.) 

St. Cloud Journal- Press, May 26, 1876, to Dec. 30, 1876. 

St. Cloud Press, 1872 to 1876. 
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SaiDt Paul; One hundred and thirty-one volames, ftrom April 26, 1849. 

to Dec. 31, 1876. 
Saint Peter St. Peter Courier, Ap. 26, 1866, to Jan. 1, 1868. 

St. Peter Free* Press, May 27, 1857, to Dec. 7, 1869. 

St. Peter Tribune, Jan. .9, 1863, to Dec. 31, 1876, (6 vols.) 

Minnesota Statesman, Oct 8, 1858, to Dec. 23, 1869. 
Sauk Center.... Sauk Center Herald, Jan. 9, 1868, to Dec. 26, 1876, (3 vols.) 
Sauk Rapids .... Sauk Rapids Frontiersman, Sept. 29, 1869, to Dec 22, 1859. 

Sauk Rapids Ne^ Eia, Jan. 26, 1860, to Nov. 29, 1860. 

SaukRapids Sentinel, Jan. 1, 1868, to Dec. 31, 1876, (3 vols.) 
Shakopee Shakopee Independent, Nov. 10, 1855, to Feb. 11, 1867. 

Valley Herald, Feb. 25, 1857, to Oct. 28, 1857. 

Scott Co. Democrat, Ap. 9, 1859, to Aug. 24. 1861. 

Scott Co. Argus, Nov. 13, 1861, to Dec. 31, 1862. 

Shakopee Argus, July t, 1863, to Sept. 25, 1865. 

Shakopee Argus, Feb. 14, 1867, to Dec. 31, 1876, (3 vols.) 

Shakopee Spy, Dec. 16, 1868, to Dec. 8, 1870. 

Shakopee Spectator, Nov. 16, 1867, to Ap. 2, 1868. 
Spring Valley... Western Progress, June 16, 1870, to Dec. 31, 1876, (3 vols.) 
Stillwater St. Croix Union, Jan. 4, 1854, to Dec. 1857. 

Stillwater Democrat, Jan. 8, 1859, to Feb. 2, 1861. 
' Stillwater Messenger, June 8, 1858, to Mar. 11, *68, (4 volis.) 

Stillwater Messenger, Dec. 23, 1870, to Dec. 31, 76, (2 vols.) 

Stillwater Republican, Mar. 18, 1868, to Dec. 8, 1870. 

Stillwater Gazette, 1873, to Jan. 6, 1876. 
Taylor's Falls .. .Taylor's Falls Reporter, Feb 23, 1860, to July 31, 1862. 

Taylor's Falls Reporter, Jan. 2, 1866. to July, 1873, (3 vols.) 

Taylor's Falls Journal, July, 1873, to Dec. 1876. 

Wabasha Wabasha Co. Herald, Jan. 29, 1859, to Dec. 26, 1875 (6 vols.) 

[and Reed'sJ Wabasha Co. Journal, Oct. 29, 1859, to Aug. 31, 1861. 

Minnesota Patriot, Jan. 8, 1859, to Oct. 1, 1859. 
Waseca Waseca News, Nov. 29, 1867, to Dec. 30, 1874. 

Waseca Radical, Jan. 1, 1875, to Dec. 31, 1876. 
Wasioja Minnesota Beacon (s. w.) June 15, 1860, to Sept. 16, i860. 

Free Will Baptist (m). May, 1862, to Nov. 1862. 
Wells Wells Atlas, Jan. 20, 1870, to Dec. 9, 1874. 

Faribault Co. Leader, 1874 and 1875 (imperfect.) 

Willmar Willmar Republican, Jan. 28, 1871, to August 26, 1873. 

Wilton Waseca Home Views, June 3, 1860, to Sept. 26, 1861. 

Waseca Citizen, Dec. 26, 1860, to March 27, 1861. 

Windom Windom Reporter, Sept. 11, 1871, to Dec. 31, 1876, (2 vols.) 

Winnebago City. Winnebago City Press, June 28, 1870, to Dec 14, 1871. 

Winona Winona Republican (w) Nov. 27, 1856, to Sept. 24, 1862 

(2 vols.) 

Winona Republican, Jan. 2, 1867, to Dec. 31, 1876, (3 vols.) 

Winona Republican (daily) Jan. 1, 1876, to Dec. 31, 1876 (2 
vols.) 

Winona Express, Aug. 14, 1855, to Oct. 16, 1855. 

Winona Argus, Feb. 26, 1857, to Sept. 3, 1857. 
Winona Times, Feb. 6. 1868, to July 17, 1868. 

Winona Democrat, (weekly) Nov. 20, 1868, to Nov. 17, '60. 
Winona Democrat,(daily) Jan. 8, '68, to Nov. 12, '68, (2 vols.) 
Winona Herald, May 7, 1869, to Dec. 31, 1876, (3 vols.) 
(Total, 16 vols.) 
Worthington ...Worthington Advance, 1874 to 1876. 
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Bayfield, Wis.... Bayfield Press, Oct. 13, 1870, to June 16, 1872. 
Ashland, Wis. ..Ashland Press, June 22, 1872, Dec. 31, 1876, (2 vols.) 
Osceola, Wis... Polk Co. Press, Jan. 1, 1868, to Dec. 30, 1876, (3 vols ) 
Superior, Wis... Superior Times, Sept. 20, 1870, to Dec. 31, 1876, (2 vols.) 
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Prescott, Wis.. .North western Democrat, Dec. 14, 1868, to Dec U, 1869. 

Prescott Journal, Jsii. 1, 1868, to Dec. 80 1870. 
New Uichm'd,W.St. Croix, Republican, Aug. 1869, Dec. 1870. 
Yankton, I). T.. Yankton Press, Mar. 1, 1871, to Dec. 26, 1878. 
Bismark, D. T .. Blsmark Press, Aug. 1878, to Dec. 27, 1876. 
Fargo, D. T . . . . Fargo Express, 1874. 
Winnipeg, I>. T.Manitoban, 1870-2. 

News Letter, (seml-w'y) Feb. 22, to June 21, 1871. 
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The close of the twenty-eighth year of the existence of the 
society, finds it in a most successful and prosperous condition in 
every particular, beyond any previous time, and we are gratified at 
being able to report such good progress. The past year has added 
to our strength and usefulness, to an unexampled degree. Our 
library has increased more than in any single year previously, to 
say nothing of the value of the books added, white every depart- 
ment of our work has been prospered and pushed forward with 
good result. In presenting this encouraging report, we do so with 
pride at the gratifying condition of the society, and that it has now 
become so well established, returning the aid and patronage of our 
citizens by its value and usefulness, as a public institution. 

THE LIBRARY. 

During the year just closed, we received the following accessions 
to our library: bound volijmes, 1072; pamphlets and documents, 
828; maps, 21; photographs and engravings, 6; MSS, 2; files of 
papers, 2; curiosities, 18; total, 1943 objects. 

The sources from which the bound volumes were received, were — 
by purchase, 368; gift, 293; binding, 291; exchange, 120. Of the 
pamphlets and documents, maps, &c., all were received by gift and 
exchange. 

The total strength of the library, Dec. 1, 1877, is: bound volumes, 
7171; unbound, 10,835; or 18,006 titles, 356 maps, &c. 

PURCHASES. 

Our purchases, the past year, while not large, have secured to us 
many valuable works and sets of works. A list of the more im- 
portant ones are given in the Appendix to this report. 
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In all, we have purchased 368 volumes, at a cost of $667.64, or 
an average of $1.81 per volume, something less than the average 
price of preceding years. In addition to this, $80.23 was expended 
in the subscriptions to magazines and journals, making the total 
for purchases, $747.87. To ih'n^ should be added $302.05 for 
binding; making in all, $949.95, expended this year on the direct 
increase of the library. 

While this may appear a considerable sum to those who have not 
had experience in the purchase of books, it is really a very limited 
sum on which to build up a library, such as ours is expected to be, 
and does not allow of a very rapid increa.se. But even with this 
sum we have made not only a respectable addition in numbers, but 
have added works of unmistakable value and influence. The price of 
such works is generally pretty high, and although our library com- 
mittee has become quite experienced and successful in securing bar- 
gains, yet the class of books we are now trying to procure, are not 
cheap, and in the nature of things, cannot be. The standard works 
of reference, issued by reliable pnblishers, are generally quite high, 
priced, while the rare works on American history, especially local 
history, are now becoming scarcer and dearer each year. So many 
public libraries are now being formed in America, designed to cover 
this special field, besides a host of private collectors, many of them 
with more means than the public institutions themselves, the books 
are sought after with a competition which has resulted in greatly 
enhancing their price, and making ifc more and more diflicult, each, 
year, to secure them. In the fao^ of this, and the extensive field we 
have to cover, we have sometimes been almost discouraged,on account 
of our inadequate means, as compared with our wants. Desirable 
works oflered to us at a great bargiiin we have been compelled to de- 
cline. And this is more to be regretted* since this will result in our 
eventually paying far more for the \vorks, as they are yearly growing 
more difficult to get, and highej* in price. 

We have added the past year a tew encyclopedias and works of 
reference, dictionaries, &c. There ia a class of books we should, in 
addition to these, endeavor to secure, i. e. costly, illustrated works, 
too expensive to be found in private libraries, but valuable for refer- 
ence. It is expected that these should be found in public libriaries, 
but as yet we have been unable fcu procure them. For the mere 
amusement of readers we have made no provision. There are only 
nine works of fiction in our entire library, and these represent 
special subjects. 

With the limited expenditure tor books we have made, our 
increase is certainly gratifying. It should be noted, however, that 
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but for the many generous gifts we have received, constituting 66 
per cent, of our bound works, we could not have made the fine pro- 
gress above noted. 

• GIFTS. 

The gifts received the past year have been many and valuable, 
and we refer to them with grateful recognition. Dr. Samuel A. 
Green, for some years past a leading contributor, has again added 
126 pamphlets and 2 volumes to our collection. Senator S. J. R. 
McMillan contributes 32 bound volumes, among them 12 volumes 
of the Congressional record. Rev. J. F. Tuttle, Crawfordsville, 
Ind., gives 37 valuable pamphlets; Irving Todd, Hastings, 93 do.; 
J. P. Pond, St. Paul, 10 bound volumes, 100 pamphlets, and several 
hundred papers; E. F. Drake, do., 10 pamphlets; 6. A. Hamilton, 
do., 3 bound volumes and 19 pamphlets; Judge E. C. Palmer, do., 
38 volumes of the Atlantic Magazine, unbound, &c. Hon. James 
Shaw, Mt. Carroll, 111., I. F. A. Studdart, St. Paul, A. J. Hill, Hon. 
Alex. Ramsey, Gen. J. H. Baker, H. P. Upham, Hon. J. H. Stewart 
and others, of St. Paul, have also placed us under obligations for 
valuable gifts, while some others are mentioned under the heads 
Cabinet, Archaeology, &c. 

The Commissioners of Patents of Great Britain, have generously 
donated 95 volumes of the abridged specifications of patents of that 
country. The War Department, U. S., has also contributed several 
volumes of Wheeler's Geographical Survey west of the 100th Meri- 
dian; while the Hayden Geological Survey have sent us a full set of 
the reports of that survey. These works are valuable and expen- 
sively illustrated, and relate to the region west of us, regarding 
which we are endeavoring to secure a complete collection, so far 
with much success. The Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Statistics, Bureau of Education, and other departments at Wash- 
ington, have also sent us valuable works at their disposal, and 
promise to continue the favor regularly in future. 

Mrs. Rev. A. B. Paterson, widow of one of our pioneer clergy- 
men, has given to us two manuscript volumes, of meteorological 
observations, kept by him from 1859 to 1876. These are valuable, 
because they are known to be thorough, reliable and complete. 

Our sister societies have also generously remembered us, some of 
their contributions being quite too valuable and extensive to be 
classed under the head of exchanges, though sent as such. The Wis- 
consin Historical Society, the Massachusetts Historical Society, the 
Vermont Historical Society, the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 



8 ANNUAL REPORT. 

&c., have been among the most generous donors, the first named 
contributing 98 bound and 62 unbound volumes. 

CABINET. 

Our cabinet of archaeological and historical curiosities haS received 
some valuable additions, but we are now so pressed for room, we 
hardly deem it good policy to actively pursue the collection of 
such objects, to' the exclusion of books and documents, though 
gratefully accepting all offered. 

W. H. Williams, of Aitkin, has sent us a splendid specimen of 
stone axe found in that county, and some fine stalactites from 
Black Hills. J. H. Hanson has also contributed some gold quartz 
from the same region, and Benj. S. Brodbelt, a valuable specimen 
of gold quartz from Montana. Hon. J. H. Bak'er contributes a 
copper bracelet, a pre-historic relic, from the north shore of Lake 
Superior. Mr. J. H. Thurston, confederate scrip, flint arrowheads, 
etc. J. F. Williams donates an immense Buffalo Skull, found by 
him at White Earth, which must have belonged to one of the 
largest patriarchs of those herds which once roamed over most of our 
State. Clement Beaulieu, Jr. contributes a stuffed fawn's head, 
which is thought to be a sort of medicine charm in the Ojibwa 
nation ; and from Charles Be'aulieu, we have received one of the 
curious mocauks of maple sugar, made by that people. Rev. 
Ignatius Tomazin, late of White Earth, has contributed a beautiful 
and curiously ornamented Indian pipe. We have also received 
from the late Allan Morrison, of White Earth, a cane once owned 
by Alex. Henry, the celebrated explorer of the northwest, made by 
him while a prisoner among the Ojibwas after the conspiracy 
of Pontiac, in 1763. Henry was grandfather of Hon. Norman 
W. Kittson, the well known pioneer of this state. He gave 
the cane, after carrying it some years, to the late Wm. Morrison^ 
and he in turn gave it to Allan Morrison, who a short time before 
his death sent it to us. The Academy of National Sciences of 
Ottowa, 111., D. S. Ebersol, Esq. Prest., through S. S. McKenney, 
Esq., of this State contributed a cast of a small cannon used by 
Tonti, one of the early explorers of the west, in 1683-4. 

ARCHAEOLOGY. 

We have also received from B. M. Randall, of St. Peter, two of 
the largest pre-historic stone implements ever found in this country, 
and which are more than usually interesting. They are immense 
stone hammers, shaped out of granite boulders, each weighing 
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some 60 or 60 lbs. They were both found in the vicinity of St. 
Peter, one on the surface, and the other four feet underground. It 
was at first somewhat of a puzzle what such ponderous hammers 
could have been used for, as they are too heavy to use by hand. 
Their shape, appearance, &c. indicate that they had been used in 
some sort of a frame. It is conjectured that they were fastened in 
an elastic beam or pole, resting on a fulcrum, and so arranged that 
a slight pressure of the hand would oscillate them, and that they 
were thus used for pulverizing corn on a flat or hollow rock. This 
theory is the most plausible that can be advanced, and is un- 
doubtedly the correct one, more especially as one of the hammers 
was found very near a flat or hollow rock, such as described, and 
bearing marks evidently made by such usage. 

The rapid settlement of our state, and the turning up of its soil 
in various places, is developing quite a number of these pre-hisioric 
remains, both of copper and stone, a few of which are from time to 
time finding their way into our cabinet, until we are beginning to 
have a very respectable collection. If our fidends into whose pos- 
session such specimens may come, or who may find them in the 
hands of others, will aid us in securing them, we will in a short 
time possess a cabinet which will very well illustrate the Archaeo- 
logy of Minnesota. We are in receipt of letters from time to 
time, from other parts of the United States, and also from 
Europe, making inquiry regarding pre-historic remains found 
in this state, and it is our intention, as soon as we can do so, to 
prepare and publish a monograph containing all the information 
on that subject which we are able to procure, and to illustrate it 
with suitable engravings. 

BINDING, — ^PEEIODICAL LITERATURE, &C., 

During the year we have made as diligent progress as we could^ 
in binding our files of newspapers, and a number of magazines^ 
documents, sets of pamphlets, &c. They are thus with compara- 
tively small outlay, rendered available for reference and use. This 
has added many valuable works to our shelves. Complete sets of 
Harpers Magazine, Atlantic Monthly, &c. were secured in that 
manner. So many works accumulate in libraries which require 
binding, it is always a considerable source of library expense. We- 
have avoided it, as far as possible heretofore, by purchasing these' 
periodicals and serials in sets, already bound, but this deprives us 
of the use of the current numbers. The only magazines we have 
taken regularly the past year are such as came directly within our 
scope, as works of reference, viz : 
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Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Bioflrraphy, quarterly, issued by the 
Historical Sociefy of Pennsylvania. 

Miscellanea (jenealogica et Heraldica, edited by Joseph Jackson Howard, 
LL. D., London, En^la^d, monthly. 

New England Historical and Genealogical Register, quarterly, issued by the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston. 

The library Journal, monthly. New York. 

New York Genealogical and Biographical Register, issued by the New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Society, quarterly. 

American Magazine of History, monthly, New York. 

The first three of these are the generous gift of the publishers. 

We have now complete, or approximately complete, sets of some 
of the leading periodicals and reviews of this country and England, 
The Gentleman's Magazine, Edinburg Review, Blackwood's Maga- 
zine, North American Review, Niles Register, Harper and Atlantic, 
N. E. Historical and Genealogical Register, Hunt's Merchants' 
Magazine, Historical Magazine, Notes and Queries, Missionary 
Herald, &c., are among the most important of them. Fragmentary 
sets of others are on hand, which we are completing as rapidly as 
possible. This department of our works forms a library in itself. 

These thousand or more volumes embrace exhaustive treatises, 
by the ablest writers, specialists in most cases, on almost every con- 
ceivable topic of history, social science, literature, philosophy, bio- 
graphy and theology. With the new edition of Poole's Index to 
Periodical Literature, which will be issued in a few months — a key 
to these treasures of literature — this department of our library must 
:acquire a hitherto intangible value. We respectfully request our 
jpatrons who may have volumes or even odd numbers of magazines, 
±0 donate them to us. 

PATENTS. 

We continue to receive the monthly volumes of specifications of 
the U. S. Patent Office, and also the Patent Office Gazette, weekly. 
These works are now more consulted than ever. We have also 
been fortunate enough to secure, during the past year, the abridged 
specifications of the Patent Office of Great Britain, in 95 volumes 
classified. These, taken in connection with our American Specifi- 
cations, form a truly valuable library on the subject, for professional 
and mechanical reference. The great impetus given to manufac- 
turing, and labor-saving inventions the past few years, and the 
growing ingenuity of our people in adding to their number, 
demands, that every attainable aid be furnished by our library tc 
the advajice of mechanical genius in our community. 
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NEWSPAPERS. 

During the year, 72 bound volumes of newspapers were added to 
our collection, and we have an equal number which still need bind- 
ing. We have now over 600 bound volumes of newspapers, of 
-which 480 are Minnesota papers. These are published in six differ- 
ent languages, and extend from 1849 to the present date. 

Our efforts have not, however, been altogether confined to the 
collection of Minnesota journals. Diligent efforts have been made 
by our librarian to secure files of Black Hills papers. We were not 
able to obtain the regular issues of the publishers, but have pro- 
cured copies from others, who received them. We are greatly 
indebted to Col. Lounsberry, of Bismark, and Louis E. Fisher, 
Capt. R. Blakeley, and others, of St Paul, for favors of this nature. 
Probably these files of the papers referred to are the only ones 
^hich have been preserved, and the early history of that locality 
^ill eventually have to be compiled largely from the papers we have 
collected. 

In our last report we adverted at some length to the value of our 
newspaper collection, and thle pains we are taking to render it com- 
plete. No effort has been omitted to this end. Still, there are 
several State papers which we have not secured, although we have 
made effort to do so. If therefore, some one in fature who may 
vrish to examine one of these files, fails to find it in our collection, 
we cannot be justly censured for its absence, as our wish and 
endeavor has been to make the series complete, in which we have 
nearly succeeded. We need not refer to the value for historical 
reference, of our newspaper collection. It must always be the 
great treasury for the facts relating to the history of our State. The 
collection we have is so nearly complete, that its value is very great. 
Indeed, it is utterly irreplacable, at any cost, and its preservation, 
as the most valuable portion of our library, is one reason why we 
are so desirous of securing a fire-proof building, where this unique 
collection of the journalistic history of our State, will be safe 
beyond peradventure, from the destruction which may at any mo- 
ment overtake it in the present inflammable and unsafe structure, 
or in any structure not built with especial reference to security. 

Recognising the value and future usefulness of our newspaper 
department, our members and patrons should feel it their duty to 
extend it in every way. While many of them are not able to make 
us costly and valuable gifts, there is not one, who, by preserving 
files of literary, scientific, religious or political papers they may 
happen to take, but can thus do us a valuable and efficient service. 
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While it can be done with so little trouble, no member has a rea- 
sonable excuse for not contributing this valuable addition to our 
stores. 

MATERIALS FOR HISTORY. 

Not the least important part of our work, is the collection of 
materials, in various shapes, for our history. Much of this material, 
especially the pre-territorial period, has never been recorded, and 
can only be gained by inquiries from our oldest pioneers. These are 
rapidly being gathered by the " great reaper," and whatever is done 
in this direction, ought to be done at once, for with each of these 
aged pioneers who drops into the grave, perishes more or less of the 
unwritten history of our State. Our secretary has, so far as he was 
able, secured this material from time to time. But the details of 
library work, in our now large collection, cataloguing, and attend- 
ing to the wants of the public who resort to it, leaves him little 
timQ for writing, and little opportunity of collecting anything 
away from home. 

Last May, pursuant to instructions from the Executive Council, 
he repaired to White Earth Reservation, and spent some days con- 
versing with ex-traders and other pioneers there, among them Allan 
Morrison, John H. Fairbanks, Clement H. Beaulieu, etc., and com- 
mitted to writing minute accounts of the early days in Northern Min- 
nesota, and the history of the Ojibwa nation, amounting to about a 
hundred pages of MS. Since his visit there, (in Nov. 1877,) Allan 
Morrison departed this life, aged 73 years. He was, at his death, 
undoubtedly the oldest white settler in Minnesota, having entered 
it in 1820. His elder brother, William Morrison, (for whom Mor- 
rison county is named,) preceeded him some 20 years. He 
(William) was undoubtedly the real discoverer of Itasca Lake, in 
1804, an honor subsequently claimed by Schoolcraft. 

As soon as he can complete the elaborate and full catalogue now 
in hand, our secretary designs to write up for publication in our 
collections, which we intend to continue from time to time, the 
material obtained by him at White Earth and elsewhere. 

FINANCES. 

For a statement of the expenditures by the Society during the 
fiscal year of the State, Dec. 1, 1876, to Dec. 1, 1877, reference is 
made to the report of the State Auditor. 
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OUR NEED OF A PERMANENT BUILDING. 

Allusion was [made in our last annual report to the growing 
need of more room, or more properly speaking of more secure and 
suitable room. Our present space is far too cramped now for our 
proper use, and it is besides unhealthy, illy lighted and ventilated, 
inconvenient, and unsuitable for the storage of books. In view of 
the present rapid growth of our collection, what we are to do for 
room in the future, we are unable to see. There is but one proper 
and wise course left for us, and that is, to secure^ as soon as possible, 
a building for our special use, which shall be safe and commodious. 

We believe that the time has now come when this should be pro- 
vided, and that we can no longer defer the duty of taking some 
active and determined steps for securing such a building. In ad- 
dition to the fact that we imperatively need more room, the safety 
of our collection is a matter of far more importance. It is true, we 
have a good insurance on our library, etc, and in the event of its 
destruction by fire most of the printed books could be replaced, in 
time ; but the most valuable part of it is utterahly irreplacable, at 
any cost. We refer to our 600 volumes of Minnesota newspapers, 
and Minnesota documents, maps, manuscripts, pictures, etc. which 
record, as no other means can, the history of our State and its 
people, and of most of which no other copies are in existence, in 
in any accessible shape. 

We are not justified in any longer risking the destruction of 
these precious archives, and we again bring this subject to the at- 
tention of the Legislature, and earnestly ask that some provision 
may be made for supplying us with afre proof building. The de- 
traction of our valuable library and museum would entail a loss which 
though deplorable now, would, as years roll on, be simply incalcula- 
ble, and the folly which risked such a collection of documents in 
an inflammable structure one moment longer than necessary, 
would be viewed in its true light as an inexcusable blunder ! 

A building such as we should have, would cost about $35,000. 
We have already secured a suitable site, now of considerable value, 
and can raise, among the friends of the society, a small fund towards 
the proposed erection. The remaining sum necessary, ought, in 
view of the above facts, to be furnished us by the State. We therefore 
earnestly ask the attention of the Legislature to this pressing and 
manifest need. 
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THE ADVANTAGES OF SUCH A BUILDING. 

Provided with such a building as this, of sufficient capacity to 
accommodate our probable increase for some years, our progress 
must be much more rapid. We could then offer safe guardianship 
for such bibliothecal trejisures as our friends and patrons may choose 
to put in our possession — works and documents of great rarity, or 
altogether unique, and which that jealous care felt by persons who 
have long hoarded these precious documents, perhaps heir 
looms in their family, has and will forbid to risk in our present 
building. Indeed, we have now promises that entire libraries will 
be given to us as soon as we can safely care for them, as well as 
sets of works on special subjects, and collections of documents of 
great rarity, also pictures and historical curiosities. Such a building 
would also become a depository for works of art and curiosities of 
value and interest, which in a short time would become a museum 
and art gallery which would be a source of pride to our state and 
of value to the public, who would enjoy its free use forever. Per- 
sons having rarities of literature or art, would then feel that they 
would be secure in our hands, and become interested in the growth 
of our collection, which with but little outlay to the State, cer- 
tainly not a burdensome one, would soon become of great value. 

• 

THE PRESERVATION OF DOCUMENTS OF STATE. 

could, with facilities like this, be properly cared for. It is stated 
as a fact, that none of the older States, and perhaps some of those 
more recently organized, have a complete set of their own docu- 
ments. The losses by fire, by careless use, by theft, by vermin, by 
mould and dampness, and the many other accidents to which books 
are exposed, before they were properly housed and securely cared 
for, have, in the course of years, destroyed in some instances every 
copy. By the system of interchanging documents among states 
now in practice, 47 sets of each state's documents are supposed to 
be preserved in different libraries. But of these, how many, in any 
completeness, will be in existence a century hence, to say nothing 
of two or three centuries ? The hazards of fire and water, war and 
riots, and other losses, will reduce them materially. Indeed, in 
view of the experience of other states, will Minnesota possess a com- 
plete set of its. own documents, in another century, without a safe 
fire proof building to secure them in, and the special care with 
which we guard such memorials ? 

It is to prevent such total loss and destruction of materials for 
history, and to gather them into safe depositories, convenient for 
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irefierence, that historical societies have been organized in 42 states:^ 
and territories of our union, with the special object of securing and 
preserving these memorials. That they have been reasonably suc- 
cessful, is shown by the fact that they have collected 482,000 vol- 
umes, 568,000 pamphlets, and 88,771 manuscripts, generally rela- 
ting to the history of America, and have secured buildings, lands 
and funds valued at nearly $2,000,000. It would be safe to estimate 
the value of their libraries and museums at another million, that 
is, if money is a measure of their value. Showing what has been 
accomplished by associated effort in this direction, of persons inter- 
ested in preserving the history of our country, or of its various 
localities. How much may have been lost in some states by not 
having such an organized effort, we know not, but the above grati- 
fying figures show how much has been preserved which would 
otherwise have been lost. 

THE PRESERVATION OF CURRENT HISTORY, 

which is the main work of historical societies, is at the same time 
one of the most important of their features. Much of the^ 
materials for history are in the most perishable shape — newspapers, 
pamphlets, manuscripts, documents, even political hand bills, cir^ 
culars and cards. The tendency of all these is swift destruction, and 
in a few days or a few months after their issue they almost totally 
disappear. Hence the necessity of securing them at once. 

The tendency of the times is to sneer at and underrate everything^ 
new. Hence the unappreciated records of to-day are passed by and 
lost, while those of the past are eagerly sought after. It has been 
truly said that '^ we build monuments to the memory of the pro- 
phets whom our fathers stoned, while with equal shortsightedness, 
we stone the prophets of to-day." And we cannot tell what appar- 
ently worthless and unnoticed waif of to-day, may in a few years 
have an unsuspected value and rarity. How we prize and venerate 
the newspapers of the revolutionary period, now dingy with age, 
and tattered. A century hence will not our descendants study with 
equal pleasure and veneration the journals of to-day, which we con- 
temptuously cast aside, as soon as read? 

Prominent among the objects of collection should be material for 
the persmial history of our people. This is now becoming in our 
country, an object of more interest than ever, and its value is more 
generally felt than at any previous time. Especially may this be 
said of the pioneers of our State. Their rapid disappearance as a 
class, has made unusual demands upon us for biographical material^ 
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which, it having been one of our specialties, we are usually able to 
apply. But when, a century hence, the men of that period seek 
memorials of those of to-day, it is to our society they will naturally 
supply. In anticipation of these possible wants of the future, we 
have endeavored to procure and preserve those memorials. The 
great and growing interest felt in genealogical pursuits in this 
country, making the old records of a century ago of precious value 
— making even an old census list or a tattered poll list a prized 
relic — warns us to preserve now, everything which can record for 
those of coming generations, the names at least, and as much more 
as is possible, of the pioneers of Minnesota and its various parts. 

OUR WORK — ITS FUTURE. 

It will thus be seen that the field we are designed to occupy is an 
extensive one, and is constantly growing in scope and usefulness. 
The work laid on us is broad and important, more so even than the 
founders of our society could have anticipated. It may be truth- 
fully said of them that they builded better than they knew. A 
work has been given us to perform of far reaching usefulness — one 
which we have been and even yet are, unprepared, so far as means 
are concerned, to properly perform, though every day has added to 
our facilities and advantages. That work was originally divided 
into three general divisions. 1. Collection. 2. Preservation. 3. Pub- 
lication, of materials for the history of Minnesota. In each of these 
departments we have been successful to a gratifying degree, even 
with our insufficient means. We hope soon, especially in a secure 
building, to obtain endowments and bequests, and to receive gifts 
of special funds. Some have been promised us, and they will pro- 
bably be available ere long. 

It needs time also, as well as means, to symmetrize and perfect a 
work such as we are engaged in. To build up a library of any 
value and completeness, cannot be done in a day, so to speak, even 
with ample revenue. Nor can our other departments of work be 
thoroughly organized and completed, without patient labor and 
carefully laid plans, extending through years. But we are now 
gathering the harvest of these years of labor and care, and accepting 
our present gratifying condition as an indication of still more suc- 
cess to crown our wishes in the future, we hopefully submit this 
report. 
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APPENDIX A. 



LIST OF DONORS. 



PROM INDIVIDUALS, 



Bound Vols. Pamphlets. 

Allen, Zachariah, Providence, R. 1 1 

Andrews, C. C, Stockholm, Sweden 2 

Becker, Geo. L., St. Paul 1 

Baker, Gen. J. H., St. Paul 1 

Brooks, Rev, J., Minneapolis 1 

Burt, David, Supt. Pub. instruction 3 

Braxilee, Rev. C. D., Boston 1 3 

Burke, Thos. S., New York 1 

Burbank, H. C, St. Paul 1 

Cherry, P. P., Wadsworth, 1 

Campbell, W. M., St. Paul 1 

Coleman, Rev. Lyman, Easton, Pa ^ 20 

Childs, E. 0., Newton, Mass J 

Creighton, Rev. J. R., Mankato 1 

DePeyster, J. W., TivoU, N.Y 1 

Drake, E. F., St. Paul 10 

Ebersol, D. S., Ottawa, 111 2 

Famsworth, R. L., St. Paul 1 

Faddis, Wm., St. Paul 1 

Freudenreich, Geo. A., Alexandria, Minn ^ 1 

Garrison, W. P., New York 1 

Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston 2 126 

Goodrich, Aaron, St. Paul 1 

Gilfillan, Rev. J. A 1 

Guild, Chas. H., East Somerville, Mass 1 

Hart, Charles Henry, Philadelphia 1 

Howard, Joseph J., LL.D., London, England 12 

Hill, James J., St. Paul ',, 3 

Hou^h, Dr. F. B., Lowville, N.Y 1 

Hamson, Geo. L., Pa 1 

Hurd & Houghton, Boston 5 

Hamilton, G. A., St. Paul 1 31 

Herrick, N. J., Lawrence, Mass 1 

Jarvis, Dr. Edward, Rochester, Mass 1 

Kelly, 0. H., Louisville, Ky 1 

Kelly, Wm.H., do 1 

Knickerbacker, Rev. D. B., Minneapolis. . . i 1 

Lathrop, Rev. H. Clearwater, Minn 6 

Langridge, W. B., Iowa 2 

MarshaU, Wm. R., St. Paul 2 

Meeker, J. R., St. Louis, Mo 1 

2 
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Merrill, D. D., St. Paul 

McMillan, Hon. S. J. R., St. Paul 

McClure, Geo. C, St. Paul 

McAllister, John A., Phjladelphia 

Mead, Frank J. Minneapolis 

Neill, Rev. E. D., Minneapolis 

Palmer, E. C, St. Paul 

Pierson, John S., New York 1 

Parry, R. R., Philadelphia 

Pond, J. P. , St. Paul 

Ramsey, Hon. Alex., St. Paul 

Rollins, John R., Lawrence, Mass 

Scharf, J. Thomas, Balti^iore 

Shaw, Hon. Jas., 111. 

Smith, Gen. J. C, Chicago 

Stewart, Hon. J. H., Congress 

Smucker, Isaac, Newark, 

Studdart, I. F. A., St. Paul 

Strong, Rev. J. W., Northfield, Minn. . . 
Stephens, W. Hudson, Lowville, N. Y. . 

Thomson, Peter G. Cincinnati, 

Todd, Irving, Hastings, Minn 

Tuttle, Rev.-^J. F., Crawfbrdsville, Ind. . 

Trubner, N., London 

Thomas, Prof. W. H. B., Trenton, N. J. 

Upham, H. P., St. Paul 

Whitman, Allen, St. Paul 

Wilkeson, Samuel, New York 

WilHams, J. Fletcher, St. Paul 

WiUiamson, Rev. T. S., St. Peter 

Wilson, W. L., St. Paul 

Wiley & Sons, New York 

Young, Edward, Washington 



32 




2 






1 


3 




1 


1 




426 




1 


1 




12 


100 


1 


2 


1 




1 




2 


4 


2 






1 




1 


7 






1 


1 






2 




93 




37 




4 




6 


2 




1 


2 




2 


4 


3 


■ 


1 


1 






1 


3 


5 



FROM SOCIETIES AND INSTITUTIONS. 



American Congregational Association, Boston 

Academie Royale de Copenhagen 

American Antiauarian Society, Worcester, Mass 

Astor Library, New York 

Brown University, Providence, R. I 

Bureau of Statistics, Stockholm. . . , 

Boston Public Library 

Cobden Club, London 

Commissioner of Patents, U. S 

Commissioners of Patents, Great Britain 

Department of Interior, Washington 

Engineers Department, U. S. A., Washington 

Essex Institute, Salem, Mass 

Free PubUc Library, Worcester, Mass 

First Parish Library, Dorchester, Mass 

Humane Society, Boston 

Harvard CoUege 

Historical Society of Philadelphia 

Kansas Historical Society 

Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society, Leeds, Eng. . . 

Library Company, Philadelphia 

Massachusetts Historical Society. . . *. 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society 

Montana Historical Society 

Mercantile Library Association, San Francisco 

Mercantile Library Association, New York , ► 



2 
1 

12 

53 
5 

1 



4 
1 



1 
2 
3 
1 

40 

20 

1 

95 



9 
1 

1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
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Maryland Historical Society 1 

New England Historic- Genealogical Society 1 

New Jersey Historical Society 1 

New Haven Historical Sodetv 2 

Ohio Historical and Philosopnical Society 8 

Oberlausitsischen GesellschaiSb der Finenschaften Gorlitz . 3 

Peabody Museum of Archaelogy and EtiioLnogy 1 

Peabody Institute, Baltimore 1 

Pioneer Society of Michigan *. 1 

Rhode Island Historical Society 23 

Societe Hollandaises des Sciences, Haarlem • 4 

Tasmania, Colony of 1 

University of Minnesota 1 

Verems far Kuust and Alterthum, Ulm 1 

Vermont Historical Society 10 

Wisconsin Historical Society 98 .52 

Worcester Society of Antiquity 1 

Yale College : 4 

Young Men's Mercantile Library, Cincinnati 1 
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APPENDIX B. 



BOOKS PURCHASED. 

BIOOBAPHT Ain> GBSBAIiOOT. 

• 

Memoir of John Quincy Adams. 8vo. Boston, 1858 Josiah Quincy. 

Eulogies on Adams and Jefferson. 8vo. Hartford, 1826. 

Memoirs of Aaron Burr. 2 vols. 8vo. New York, 1837 Mathew L. Davis. 

Life of Henry Clay. 2 vols. 8vo. New York, 1846 Calvin Colton. 

Life of De Witt Clinton. 8vo. New York, 1849 Wm. W. Campbell. 

Life and Times of Benj. Franklin. 2 vols. 8vo. Boston, 1864. .James Parton. 

Memoir of Chaplain Fuller., &c. 8vo. Boston, 1864 R. F. Fuller. 

Life of Gen. Nath'l Greene. 2 vols. 8vo. New York Geo. W. Greene. 

Life of W. H. Harrison. 8vo. Cincinnati, 1824 Moses Dawson. 

Life of Thomas Jefferson. 8 vols. 8vo. New York, 1858 H. S. Randall. 

Life of Thomas Jefferson. 8vo Boston, 1875 Jaa. Parton. 

Life of Thomas Jefferson. 12mo. Philadelphia, 1876 Thos. J. Davis. 

Life of Gen. Lafayette. 18mo. London, 1830. 
Sermons on Death of Abr. Lincoln. 4vo. Boston, 1865. 
Obsetiuies of Abraham Lincoln in New York. 8vo. New York, 1865. 
Poetical IVibutes to Lincoln. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1865. 

Life of Abraham Lincoln. 8vo. Boston, 1872 W. H. Lamon. 

Life of Francis Marion. 8vo. New York, 1844 W. G. Simms. 

Life of John A. Quitman. 8vo. New York, 1860 J. F. H. Claiborne. 

Life of John Randolph, of Roanoke. 8vo. New York, 1850 H. A. Garland. 

Life of Joseph Reea. 2 vols. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1847 Wm. B. Reed. 

Life of Wm. H. Seward. 8vo. Albany, 1873 Charles Francis Adams. 

Life of Hon. L. W. Tazewell. 8vo. Norfolk, 1860 H. B. Grigsby. 

Thoreau, The Poet Naturalist. 12mo. Boston. 1873 Wm. E. Channing-. 

Private Life of Dan '1 Webster. 8vo. New York. 1853 Charles Lanman. 

Life of Daniel Webster. 2 vols. 8vo. Boston. 1870 .Geo. T. Curtis. 

Life of Geo. Washington. 2 vols. 8vo. ' Philadelphia. 1833.'. .John Marshall. 
Annals of the American Pulpit. 5 vols. 8vo. New York. 1859. 

Wm. B. Sprague. 
Genealogical Register, &c. 8vo. Boston. 1859 Abner Morse. 

THE CIVIL WAK. 

History of the Civil War in America. 2 vols. 8vo. New York. 

John S. C. Abbott. 

Buchanan's Administration, &c. 8vo. New York. 1866 Anon. 

Light and Daik of the Rebellion. 8vo. Philadelphia. 1863. 

Loyal Publication Society Tracts. 8vo. New York. 1864. 

Cave Life in Vicksburg. r2mo. New York. 1864. 

Annals of the Armv of the Cumberland. 8vo. Philadelphia. 1863. 

Mr. Dunn Browne s Experiences in the Army. 12mo. Boston. 1866- . . .Anon. 
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Leaves from a Troopers Diary. 12mo. Philadelphia. 1869. 
Red Tape and Pigeon Hole Generals. 8vo. New York. 1864. 

Richmond During the War. 12mo. New York. 1867 Anon. , 

Synopsis of the American War. r2mo. London. 1866 J. R. Balme. 

The Peninsular Campaign and its Antecedents. 8vo. New York. 1864. 

J. G. Barnard. 

Is Davis a Traitor. 8vo. Baltimore. 1866 Albert T. Bledsoe. 

History of the Navy during the Rebellion. 8vo, New York. 1867. 

C. B. Boynton, D. D. 

Sherman's Historical Raid. 8vo. Cincinnati. 1875 H. V. Boynton, 

Speeches of John Bright on the American Question. 8vo. Boston. 1865. 
Lights and Shadows of the Great RebeUion. 8vo. Philadelphia. 1866. 

L. P. Brockett. 
Woman's Work in the Civil War. 8vo. Philadelphia. 1867.. L. P. Brockett. 

Four Years in Secessia. 8vo. Hartford. 1865 Junius H. Browne. 

War Lyrics and Other Poems, 12mo. Boston, 1866 iH. H. Brownell. 

Libby Life. 8vo. PhHadelphia, 1865 Lt. Col. F. F. Cavada. 

Following the Flag. Army of tiie Potomac. 12vo. Boston, 1865. .C. C. Coffin. 
Debates of the Peace Conference. 8vo. New York, 1866. . . .L. E. Chittenden. 

Crimes of the Civil War, Etc. 8mo. Baltimore, 1868 H. Clav Dean. 

Reminiscences of Forts Sumpter and Moultrie. 12mo. New York, 1876. 

A. Doubleday. 
History of the American Civil War. 3 vols. 8vo. New York, 1867-70. 

J. W. Draper. 

Shelby and His Men. 8vo. Cincinnati, 1867 John N. Edwards. 

Diary of an Arniy Surgeon. 8vo. New York, 1863 Thomas T. Ellis. 

Heroes of the War for the Umon. 8vo. Cincinnati, 1864. . Rev. P. V. Ferree. 

The Story of the Guard. 8vo. Boston, 1863 Mrs. Jessie B. Fremont. 

Uprising of a Great People. 12mo. New York, 1861 Count de Gasparina. 

Four Years in the Saddle. 8vo. New York, 1866 Col. Harry Gilmore. 

The Capture, Prison Pen and Escape. 8mo. New York, 1870. . W. W. Glazier. 
Three Years in the Federal Cavalry. 8vo. New York, 1876. Capt. W. Glazier. 

Journal of Army Life. 8vo. San Francisco, 1874 R. Ghsan. 

Life in the Army. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1866. Rev. J. Chandler Gregg. 

The Story of a Regiment (6th 0.) 8vo. Cincinnati, 1868 E. Hannaford. 

Prison Life in Richmond. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1862 Lt. Wm. 0. Hams. 

Our Boys — Experiences in the Army. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1864 A. F. Hill. 

History of the Seventy-Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 8vo. Clullicothe, 1876. 

Samuel H. Hurst. 
Rebel Invasion of Maryland and Pennsylvania. 12vo. Philadelphia, 1866. 

M. Jacobs. 

Rebel War Clerk's Diary. 2 vols. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1866 J. B. Jones. 

Down in Tennessee, Etc. 8vo. Boston, 1863 Edmund Kirke. 

Among the Pines. 8vo. New York, 1865 Edmund Kirke. 

On the Border. 8vo. Boston, 1867 Edmund Kirke. 

History of the 138th Pennsylvania Regiment. 12mo. Norristown, 1866. 

0. Lewis. 
American Bastile. Illegal Arrests, Etc. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1869. 

John A. Marshall. 

Kilpatrick and Our Cavalry. 12mo. New York, 1865 James Moore. 

Five Years in Texas. 8vo. Cincinnati, 1871 Thomas North. 

The First Year of the War. 8vo. Richmond, 1862 E. A. Pollard. 

Southern History of the War. 2 vols. 8vo. New York, 1806 . . . E. A. Pollard. 
History of the First New Jersey Cavalry. 8vo. Trenton, N. J., 1871. 

Henry R. Pyne. 
Campaigns of Lt. Gen. N. B. Forrest. 8vo. Cincinnati, 1868. Jordan & Pryor. 

Military History of Wisconsin. 8vo. Chicago, 1876. E. B. Quiner. 

Keel and Saddle; Forty Years Military and Naval Service. 8vo Boston, 1873, 

J. W. Revere. 
History of the Civil War in the U. S. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1865. 

S. M. Schmucker. 
History of Massachusetts in the Civil War. 2. vols, 8vo. Boston. 

Wm. Schouler. 
Chronicles of the Great Rebellion. 8vo. Cincumati, 1868. Rev. Allen M. Scott. 
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Morgan and His Captors. 8vo. Cincinnati, 1865 Rev. F. Sevmour. 

Personal Recollections of Distinffuished Generals. 12mo. New York, 1866. 

W. T. G. Shanks. 
History of the 26th Connecticut Volunteers. 12mo. New Haven, 1866. 

W. D. Sheldon. 

Lectures on Slavery. 12mo. Nashville, 1856 Wm. A. Smith, D. 1). 

Leaves from the Battlefield of Gettysburg. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1864. 

Mrs. E A. Souder. 

A Narrative of AndersonviUe. 8vo. New York, 1866 Ambrose Spencer. 

History of the 38d Iowa Infantry. 8vo. DesMoines, 1866 A. F. Sperry. 

Camp, March and Battlefield, ovo. Philadelphia, 1865. . .Rev. A. M. Stewart. 

The Underground Railroad. 8vo. Philadelphia, 1872 William Still. 

Iowa Colonels and Regiments. 8vo. DesMoines, 1865 A. A. Stuart. 
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The year just closed has been marked with unusual features in 
the history of our Society, some of which have retarded our progress, 
while others have in the highest degree been a source of encourage- 
ment and hope to us. Upon the whole, we have made gratifying 
progress in our work, 

OBJECTS OF HISTORICAL SOCIBTIES. 

At the outset, it may bd asked, "what is that work referred to?" 
As this report will fall into the hands of many who have but an 
imperfect idea of the objects, province and scope of a society like 
this, some explanation of them may not be out of place. 

A historical society, such as is now fostered in almost every pros- 
perous state of our Union, may be defined, simply, as an organized 
and associated effort of persons interested in the collection and con- 
servation of materials for history, and the diffusion of learning, by 
blending the means, energies and experience of a multitude of per- 
sons in various localities interested in such pursuits, into an united 
effort to accomplish that end. While each could doubtless accom- 
plish much ,by individual effort and isolated action, (and there are 
notable instances where great results have been accomplished by 
enthusiasts in this direction), by co-operating together, with a' 
common purpose, a common receptacle for gathered treasures, and 
by mutual aid and encouragement, the historical societies of this 
and other countries have been enabled to perform a most important 
and valuable work — one already apparent to the scholar and friend 
of learning, but whose results though not now fully appreciated by 
the general public, will, in a few years be apparent to all. 

The original charter of this Society, dated in 1849, stated its^ob- 
jects to be: "the collection and preservation of a library, mineral- 
ogical and geological specimens, Indian curiosities, and other 
matters and things connected with, and calculated to illustrate and 
perpetuate the history and settlement of said Territory/' The 
amended charter of 1856 enacted: "The objects of said society, with 
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the enlarged powers and duties herein provided, shall be, in addition 
to the collection and preservation of publications, manuscripts, an- 
tiquities, curiosities, and other things pertaining to the social, politi- 
cal and natural history of Minnesota, to cultivate among the citizens 
thereof, a knowledge of the useful and liberal arts, science and 
literature." 
The work of this Society may therefore be formulated thus: 

I. (1) The Collection, (2) the Preservation, and (3) the Publica- 
tion, of materials for the history of Minnesota. 

II. The collection and management of a library containing 
useful works of reference on the most valuable departments of 
knowledge, 

III. The diffusion among the citizens of the State, of useful 
knowledge. 

I. COLLECTlOlir OF MATEEIALS FOE HISTOET. 

1. The collection of these materials for the history of our State 
and its people, is perhaps the most difficult portion of the work 
described in the first division above, so widely scattered are the 
sources of information and so great their variety. These materials 
are both printed and manuscript matter, and both written and un- 
written. The printed material would include everything in the 
shape of books, pamphlets, documents, maps, engravings, newspar- 
pers, circulars, hand bills, cards, etc., which may, by contents, relate 
to the State and its people, or throw any light on any portion of 
their history. Much of this material is little valued now, and not 
preserved by any but the curious. Yet with the lapse of time, these 
unnoticed waifs become of great value from their rarity, and they 
often bring prices that astonish the inexperienced. It may be but a 
pamphlet, a circular, a mere printed scrap, yet containing some date, 
some name, or some statement of fact, that may be of great value 
to some person or class of persons interested in that one matter. 
The value of an institution whose chief aim is to secure and pre- 
serve these things — unprized to-day, priceless to-morrow — is thus 
shown; otherwise every copy of some of the articles might become 
lost. Frequently persons expend considerable time and means to 
hunt up and secure some trifling document, map, hand-bill or what- 
not, while securely preserved in a library like this, that trouble and 
expense is saved to them. Those who have not in some way had 
experience in collecting such matters, can but little realize how 
almost unobtainable they become after the lapse of time. Having 
fortunately commenced our collection some years ago, at the birth 
of our commonweaUJi, while the objects were more easily obtain- 
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abJe, and continued^their accumulation carefully since, our collection ' 
has become very complete — more complete, possibly, than can now 
be made except with large outlay and trouble, even if some of 
the matters can be had at all — newspapers, for instance, many vol- 
umes of which in our collection are entirely unique. 

A large aiid valuable portion of these materials for our history is 
as yet in unwritten form, and consists of reminiscences of our 
pioneers and early settlers. If not collected and recorded for pres- 
ervation, it must soon perish completely, as these old pioneers are 
fast being "gathered, like sheaves full ripe." It is an important 
portion of our task to secure and commit to writing these memoirs, 
through our members and collaborators, and we have had good suc- 
cess in so doing. Such of this early history as has been written is in 
widely scattered and obscure forms — letters and miscellaneous 
manuscripts, diaries and documents of various kinds, liable to loss 
if not secured by those knowing their value, and which can only be 
discovered and secured by persevering search. 

2. The preservation of these materials is included under division 
II, as the library portion of our work, and will be fully explained 
there. 

3. The publication of the materials gathered, in the best attain- 
able manner, for the use of the public, and of scholars elsewhere, is 
also one of the aims of the Society. It is not so important a por- 
tion of our work, however, as continued publication of the mate- 
rials gathered by us, is being made in various ways, by persons 
using the same, thus relieving us of that expense and responsi- 
bility, and making the results available in different forms. 

n. COLLECTION AISTD MANAGEMENT OF A LIBRARY. 

That a general library of some completeness is necessary to the 
work of a society like this, must be evident. The researches after 
materials upon the history of Minnesota, as enumerated in L(l), 
would necessarily result in accumulating a considerable collection 
of works and documents bearing directly on that subject, and, in 
addition a large number on subjects germane thereto, and neces- 
sary to its completeness and full scope. Thus, under the latter 
division, would be needed such works as the Jesuit Relations, 
Charlevoix's History, Letters Edifiantes et Curieuses, The Margry 
Papers, and works generally on Nouvelle France and Louisiana, early 
explorations and travels, and histories of the Northwest. Then, 
histories of the West generally, and finally, of America, together 
with all the State papers, archives and documents relating to the 
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above subjects. In addition to these, a full equipment of material 
for research, would require quite a list of works on the Indian races 
of North America, and on archaeology and ethnology generally, 
while treaties on geology and other branches of natural history, 
on statistics, on commerce, etc., together with maps and atlases and 
dictionaries, of various kinds, biographies and genealogies, even, 
would all be found necessary. In short, it would be found that 
there are really but few classes of works usually kept in libraries, 
which would not be needed as reference works by one studying 
nothiug but the history of Minnesota, in all its bearings. Thus it 
will be seen how a considerable library would spring up without 
going beyond the work required in division I. Its extension, to in- 
clude all subjects of useful knowledge, would be but a natural out- 
growth from such a beginning, in fact, would become necessary, 
since libraries will grow, and thus we have the library portion of 
our work, now become so important and valuable. This would 
naturally fall into two subdivisions. (1) The collection, through 
gifts from members and correspondents, or secured by soliciting 
donations from the public at large, and from exchanges of dupli- 
cates and our own publications with other societies, and by pur- 
chase. (2) The preservation and management, according to the best 
rules of the bibliothecal science, of the works so collected, and keep- 
ing them in an accessible shape for the use of the public, with 
properly prepared catalogues, etc. The library portion of our work 
is more fully spoken of in the pages following. 

The collection of a museum has been diligently carried on, so 
far as purely historical and archaeological curiosities is concerned, 
relating mostly to our own State. The natural history of our State 
has not been much illustrated, as it is believed the natural history 
societies already organized can better perform that work than we 
can, with the small means we would be able to devote to it. 

in. THE DIFFUSION OF KlfOWLEDGB. 

The cultivation of a knowledge of, and taste for, the useful and 
liberal arts, science and literature, has perhaps been less directly 
carried out than any of the other duties laid on us, for want of the 
necessary means. With a proper building for an art gallery, an 
audience hall for lectures, and a fund with which to pay lecturers 
and scholars for services rendered, this division of our work could 
be easily performed. To some extent it is, already, but only inci- 
dentally to our other work. Our library furnishes scholars and 
students ample material for researches, and the knowledge thus de- 
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rived, is diffused in many ways, by lectures, addresses, sermons, 
press contributions, state papers and official reports, pamphlets, 
and books. 

THE LIBRABY. 

Let us now briefly glance at the library portion of our work. 
Owing to causes mentioned elsewhere, it exhibits but a small in- 
crease the past year. On Jan. 1, 1878, there were 7172 bound and 
10,835 unbound vohimes. During 1878 there were received from 
all sources, 257 bound and 449 unbound volumes, together with 51 
maps, 2 photographs or engravings, 85 curiosities, or articles for 
the cabinet, &c. 

The sources from which the bound volumes were received, were: 
by gift, 178; by exchange, 33; by purchase, 10; by binding, 37. All 
the pamphlets, maps, &c., were received by gift or exchange. 

The total number of bound volumes now in the Library is 7,469, 
and unbound, 11,284 or an aggregate of 18,753 titles. This does 
not include the Ramsey collection (mentioned elsewhere) nor the 
series of bound newspapers given by Col. Goodrich; neither of which 
were received when this report closes, (Jan. 1.) 

PURCHASES. 

Our purchases during 1878, as referred to before, were so small 
as scarcely to afford a noticeable element of our increase. We had 
hoped to expend during the year, the average amount of previous 
years, say $500, and in our estimates of expenditures presented to 
the finance committees of the 20th Legislature, as a basis for our 
annual appropriation, that amount was inserted. To our regret, 
the item was stricken out, on the grounds that the State expendi- 
tures were too large, and must be reduced somewhere, thus depriv- 
ing us of our means to purchase. Without expressing any censure 
at the action then had, we cannot but regard the refusal to grant 
us the small sum named as having originated in a misapprehension 
of the necessities of the case. The sum in itself was not large — and 
compared with lavish appropriations made at the same time, was 
actually trifling. A public library like this must purchase, more or 
less. The wants of the public which resort to such a collection, 
demand more or less additions of certain classes of books, which can 
only be secured by purchase. The sum named is less than many 
well to do gentlemen in our State spend on their private libraries 
in one year, and ours must cover a multitude of subjects, and yet be 
more or less thorough in each. With the small sum named how- 
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ever, (though it should, in fact, be thrice the amount) we can, with 
the care and judgment exercised by our Library Committee, and 
their experience in purchasing cheaply, make quite a respectable 
increase. There has not been, for many years, such an opportunity 
to purchase advantageously, as during the past few months. The 
financial stringency east has been the means of throwing on the 
market a great number of fine collections, and they have, in gene- 
ral, been sold at prices lower than have ruled for years. It grieves 
us to see these choice gatherings of collectors going under the 
hammer for a mere song, and we not able to avail ourselves of the 
fine bargains offered. Nor, indeed, is it economy to defer the pur- 
chase of the books we need, and must have, to complete our collee- 
ion. They must soon advance again to greater prices than before. 
Indeed, as buyers well know, despite these temporary depressions, 
books "out of print" are steadily enhancing in price all the time, as 
the number of buyers in this country is rapidly on the increase. 
Public libraries are springing up here and there in great numbers, 
many of them with large endowments, while private collectors, ac- 
cumulating libraries on special subjects, and spending their money 
with the well known lavishness of bibliomaniacs, all tend to render 
rare books still rarer, and dearer. If our State expects its Histori- 
cal Society, on which it has laid the duty of collecting a library 
useful to its people and creditable to its own intelligence and cul- 
ture, to stand abreast of other institutions and maintain a useful 
existence, the support given to it must necessarily be commensu- 
rate with the demands on it. At present, we regret to say, our 
means are sadly below our wants. 

It had been our expectation to expend quite an amount in com- 
pleting the binding of the newspapers and pamphlets which had 
been accumulating for some time, but the proviso attached to the 
appropriation for the Society (see clause 26, chapter 97, Gen. Laws 
1878) rendered our funds unavailable for a considerable portion of 
the year, and we did not get them in hand until so late a date that 
we have had only time to bind 29 volumes. Fully thrice that 
number, besides some 200 volumes of smaller works, are now await- 
ing the binders care. This item of our expenditure must always be 
a considerable one, for it is a work most necessary to be done. 

GIFTS. 

The stream of generous and timely gifts, a source which has 
mainly built up our collection to its present valuable and gratify- 
ing condition, continues to flow in to us with widening and deepen- 
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ing yolume. A full list of the donors to the library during the year 
1878, will be found in the appendix, but special mention must be 
made of some of the gifts received. 

First among these is the gift, by Hon. Alex, Ramsfy, President 
of the Society during its first 13 years, of his entire private library, 
consisting of over 1,000 volumes, thus constituting by far the larg- 
est gift ever received by the Society from any one person, to say 
nothing of the intrinsic value of the works. These are especially 
valuable to a library like ours, as they consist chiefly of state pa- 
pers, documentary and archival works relating to theU. S.; the 
statistical and scientific works issued by the government, a full set 
of debates, congressional proceedings and reports, blue books, etc. 
Not the least valuable of these woi-ks are 33 volumes of Minnesota 
newspapers, commencing in 1849, and a number of bound volumes 
of pamphlets on various subjects of political economy and social 
science, finance and law. Taken as a whole, it constitutes a splen- 
did library for the use of our legislature, public officers and statists, 
furnishing information and authorities on innumerable questions 
-which constantly arise in public matters. They represent a col- 
lection made with patient care during some 25 years of public life, 
16 of which were passed in Congress, a position exceptionally favor- 
able to securing such documentary works. They are all in good 
"binding, and, shelved and catalogued with our other works in that 
department, make our library very complete and valuable in a di- 
rection which is of manifest importance. Not only our Society — 
for whose welfare Ex-Senator Ramsey has been a diligent worker 
for nearly 30 years, but the whole State, must feel grateful to him 
for his very acceptable gift. 

Next must be noted the generous contribution, by Col. Earle S. 
Goodrich, of St. Paul, of some 22 volumes of the "Daily Pioneer," 
and "Daily Pioneer & Democrat," the oldest, and for many years the 
ablest journal in Minnesota, of which he was editor and publisher 
for some twelve years. This desirable gift completes our file of that 
well known journal, and makes it beyond doubt the only absolutely 
complete file in existence. For the period during which it was 
published, it may well be termed, "a history of the State." 

Our generous friends of former years have not been unmindful of 
us the past twelve months. From our liberal patron. Dr. Samuel 
A. Green, of Boston, we have received 61 pamphlets; from Rev. J. 
F. Tuttle D. D. of Wabash College, Ind.. 6 bound and 24 unbound 
works, of more than usual value; Rev. C. D. Bradlee, of Boston, 
contributes 10 pamphlets; Prof. Allen Whitman, St, Paul, 17ido; 
Joel Munsell, Albajiy, 13 do; Col. D. A. Robertson, St. Paul, 45 do; 
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Charles E. Mayo, St. Paul, 10 do; Dr. J. H. Stewart, 14 do; Rev. J. 
W. Strong, D. D. of Carleton College, 9 do; Wm. ^, Kelley, 9 do; J. 

F. Williams, 23 bound volumes; Geo. A. Hamilton, 6 bound and 13 
unbound volumes; Dr. John J. Dewey, contributes valuable files of 
Minnesota and New York papers, in addition to those received from 
him before. Desirable gifts have also been received from Gen. R,W. 
Johnson, Gen. H. H. Sibley, Hon. S. J. R. McMillan, Rev. M. Me 

G. Dana, Hon. H. M. Rice, R. A. Brock, Va., Isaac Smucker, Ohio, J. 
A. Fay & Co. Cincinnati, and other friends, whose names have 
appeared on our list of donors from year to year, with a faithful reg- 
ularity which constitutes them our generous patrons. 

Maps have been received as follows: Col. E. F. Brigham, 1; War 
Department, Chief Engineer's office, 42; Maj. Gen, Sherman, 6; 
Charles Hause, 1; H. F. Masterson, 1. Newspaper cuttings from 
Dr. T. S. Williamson, R. A. Brock, and the Historical Societies of 
Delaware and Nova Scotia. 

MUSEUM, ARCHEOLOGY, ETC. 

During the year several very valuable and interesting specimens 
of archaeological implements were received, enriching our cabinet 
in that department. Hon. C. C. Brandt, of Brown county, contrib- 
utes a stone axe from that locality, and a meteorolite, both very inter- 
esting. Mark L. Wildes, of Lake Washington, Le Sueur county, 
contributes a fine collection of lithal weapons and instruments, 65 
arrow-heads, 2 flint knives, 1 bone skin-dresser, and 1 fine stone 
hammer, all found in that vicinity; a truly valuable collection, 
showing that our state affords a good field for tte study of archae- 
ology — a field which has as yet been but little explored, and will 
richly repay the antiquarian who devotes himself to it. 

In this connection we again refer to the remarkable stone ham- 
mers, evidently used for pulverizing corn, found near St. Peter, 
and presented to the society last year by B. M. Randall of that city. 
Prof. Winchell, State geologist, inserted in his recent annual report 
of the Stat j geological survey (the 7th) a very well executed engra- 
ving of the stonies, and the supposed manner of their use, from a 
drawing executed by Robt. Ormsby Sweeny, of our Society. It 
had been our design to insert something of the kind in our printed 
report, but as it had been already so well presented, covering the 
whole ground of the subject, we are spared that outlay. Other 
engravings of aboriginal weapons and implements are given by 
Prof. Winchell, and we learn that Mr. Randall, continuing his 
search in the region where the two colossal hammers above noted 
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were found, has discovered still another, full as interesting as either 
of the first pair. Several of the members and correspondents of 
the society, in various parts of the State, have recently secured ab- 
original implements, and will forward them to us at first opportu- 
nity. We have now more room than before for displaying our 
cabinet, and our friends may secure all the specimens they can find 
and forward to us, without fear of overcrowding this department. 
Among "curiosities^^ not archaeological, we note a piece of tree, 
found 27 feet below the surface, contributed by A. J. Hunt, of 
Brownsdale; a very large specimen of caloptenus spretus, from 
Rev. E. R. Lathrop, Zumbrota; specimens of Confederate currency, 
from H. R. Bunnell and W. H. Mitchell; photographs or engrav- 
ings, from Rev. E. Livermore, St. Peter, Truman M. Smith, St. 
Paul, etc. 

EXCHANGES — PUBLICATIONS, 

Sister societies and libraries in correspondence with our own, 
over 100 in number (some of them in Europe) continue to generously 
exchange publications with us, and avaluable and considerable part 
of our increase comes from that source. Our librarfan has made 
every effort to render an equivalent for the favors received, by for- 
warding such duplicates and State docments as he could procure or 
had in hand, for that purpose. We have of our own four volumes 
of publications, a sufficient reserve on hand for all purposes, but as 
all corresponding societies have been supplied with these already, 
no more can be used thus. If we could continue the printing of 
our collections it would add greatly to our resources for exchange 
material. It has now been four years since the issue of a number. 
Several papers have been kindly offered/ to us by members and 
friends, but they were on subjects not connected with the history 
or geography of our State, to which we have heretofore limited 
them, and it would not be good policy to open our annals to include 
miscellaneous writings. 

In this connection we may state that Hon. Henry M. Rice, offers 
us the use of a very valuable manuscript in his possession, written 
by the late Truman M. Warren, on "The Ojibwa Nation; their Ori- 
gin, History, Religion," etc. Mr. Warren, who was himself an 
Ojibwa half-blood, spent some years in its preparation, and with 
opportunities and qualifications that perhaps no other writer ever 
possessed, united to an ardent and devoted love of the subject. 
The MS. passed into Mr. Rice's possession at an outlay of over 
$1,000. He offers it to us, however, at a much less sum, and one 
that in our opinion is far below its marketable value. Our Secre- 
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tary has critically examined it, and has no hesitation in declaring 
it a most important and valuable addition to the knowledge which 
we possess regarding one of our aboriginal nations, which formerly 
held sway over a large portion of our State, and whose history is so 
greatly interwoven with our own. Our Society ought to possess 
this MS. and publish it. It will, properly edited, (tor which work 
our Secretary has obtained the necessary data) and with preface, 
index, &c., make a work of about 400 pages. The small amount of 
funds placed at our disposal, precludes the purchase by us, but if 
some special arrangement can be made for its purchase and transfer 
to our hands, we will thus he] enabled to prepare for the use of the 
public, and of scholars everywhere, a work which will reflect credit 
on the State. 

CATALOGUE. 

The manuscript catalogue of bound works in the library, to 
which reference was made in our last report, is now completed and 
in convenient shape for use, being bound in two volumes. It was 
prepared after the most approved rules of bibliographical science, 
and in accordance with the best models of professional skill in that 
line. As noted above, it includes, as yet, only bound books. The 
catalogue of unbound works, some 12,000 in number, is now in pro- 
gress, and will be pushed to completion as rapidly as possible. With 
the limited time which can be actually devoted to it however, amid 
the diverse, and engrossing duties which now press on our single 
working officer, it will be some months before it can be completed. 
When done, it would be well if the entire catalogue could be print- 
ed; but that is a question perhaps now premature, and can well be 
deferred until the copy is complete. 

OUR KEW ROOMS. 

In our last report, the question of procuring a fire-proof building 
for the use of the Society, was discussed at length. The necessity 
for more space was apparent to any one who had, during the pre- 
ceding few months, visited the apartments of the Society, and was 
remarked by all. The only way to secure it, seemed to be — to build. 
To that end, we made the request in our report, for sufficient means 
to partly erect the hall. A bill for that object was introduced 
into the Senate, and we at once (through a committee appointed 
for that purpose) set about securing subscriptions for the balance 
required. In the latter work we met with the most encouraging 
success, several very liberal subscriptions having been received 
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almost unsolicited, and in a few weeks the entire amount needed 
would beyond doubt have been pledged. While this was in pro- 
gress, the officers of the Society had been conferring with members 
of the Legislature interested in the measure, and hope was enter- 
tained that the bill above mentioned might pass. But on further 
consultation with the finance committee and State auditor, it was 
found that the tax levy of the preceding year had been inadequate 
to produce revenue enough for the necessary current expenditures 
of the State, and all outlay that could be deferred, would have to 
lay over to more propitious times. At this fdiscouraging juncture, 
however, a new and unexpected way out of our embarassment was 
opened. Hon. Edmund Rice, of the House, had already introduced 
an act for the enlargement of the Capitol building, by erecting a 
new wing, or addition op the west end, for the use of the House of 
Representatives. Finding that this enlargement would provide 
us with the much needed room, we voluntarily withdrew the 
bill which had been introduced for our building, and ceased further 
efforts to secure subscriptions towards it. Mr. Rice's bill passed, 
and the new wing was erected as provided therein. 

The new rooms thus prepared for our accommodation, consists of 
the entire basement of the new wing, 50 by 100 feet in area, or 
47 by 97 in the clear. The main library room is 47 by 75 feet in 
size, and amply lighted by 7 windows. It has two entrances, one 
from the interior of the building, the other on Wabasha Street. 
The general appearance of this room has, unfortunately, been much 
marred by the insertion of two rows of posts to support the floor 
above, after the building was nearly completed, as it was alleged by 
some that it was not strong enough. These additional pillars not 
only detract from the appearance, but are seriously in our way. 
Otherwise, the room is very suitable, has good light and ventilation, 
is well warmed by steam pipes, and provided with a water closet, 
wash room, &c. Some of the interior finishing is, however, badly 
done, a natural result of the cheap contract system — such as the 
plastering, painting, etc., while the floor appears to] have been laid 
with very imperfectly seasoned lumber, and is already badly warped 
and seamed. This was not discovered until after we had occupied 
the rooms, and too late to remedy the defect by relaying it. We 
have so much more room now, and the apartments altogether are so 
much superior to the old rooms, these little defects scarcely consti- 
tute a drawback. 

The northern portion of the floor is divided into two rooms each 
about 22 feet square. One of these has been furnished as a salon 
for our meetings, for the display of our pictures, a reception room, 
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and other purposes. The other is constructed into a double fire-proof 
vault, for the safety of our newspaper collection and other irreplac- 
able property. We have expended from our own funds over $300 
in endeavoring to render this vault secure, and believe it is now free 
from any danger by fire. It is surrounded by walls 20 inches thick, 
and has heavy iron doors and shutters. Over head it is protected 
by a ceiling of brick, arched on heavy iron beams, and has a con- 
crete floor. This vault will contain 1,000 bound volumes of news- 
papers, and all other property which we wish to make safe beyond 
peradventure. 

On leaving our old rooms we were compelled to abandon a con- 
siderable amount of shelving and fixtures, which had cost us over 
$260, and expend more than that amount in book-cases and furni- 
ture to take their place. This, with the cost of fitting up our vatilt, 
has drawn very heavily on our small means. The constantly en- 
larging demands on us in many ways by the public for their accom- 
dation, betokens that, while we have always managed the institu- 
tion with the most careful and rigid economy, the day of small 
things has passed, and our enlarged field and enlarged wants, will 
require enlarged means and expenditures. 

OUR FINANCES. 

Below will be found a summary of our expenditures from Jan. 1, 
to Dec. 31, 1878, inclusive: 

Tot purchase of books.. $ 75 13 

For binding of books 14 95 

For express and freight charges 20 69 

For postage 37 17 

For furniture 4 10 

For printing 6 50 

For repairs a&d alteration of room 212 75 

For stationery 3 25 

For miscellaneous items 24 80 

For service 1,500 00 

$ 1,899 34 

The amount appropriated for our use in 1878 was $2,500. Seve- 
ral bills for furniture and work in our new rooms, amounting to 
some $400, were due at the date of this report, but not included in 
the expenditures. 
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THE EEAL ESTATE OP THE 80CIETT. 

The fact that we are now provided with apartments which, with 
the increase which we will probably enjoy, will answer our wants for 
several years, has given rise to another question, i. e., would it not 
be good financial policy for us to sell our real estate, and fund the 
proceeds, the interest on the same being applicable to the increase 
of our library? If we do not design or expect to build on our lots 
for some years ( and it is safe to say we will not ) would it not be a 
measure of wisdom and prudence to secure the use or income of so 
much capital? The property now rents for a nominal sum, which 
the trouble of collecting almost balances. They are probably worth 
$10,000. If sold for that sum, and invested in government 4 per 
cents, or some other interest-bearing security, the revenue deriv|ible 
would be quite a handsome income for us; and, if at the end of some 
years, we are compelled to build, an equally good site can without 
doubt be secured for the same amount. Ten years ago this same 
question came up, and we were only prevented from selling by the 
prohibitory clause in our charter. Had we sold then, we could 
have meantime expended $6,000 on our library, a sum we are not 
justified in losing for another ten years. It would seem, then, to 
be good policy for us to ask that the prohibitory clause be expunged 
from our charter, 

THE CHAETEB, AKD QUESTIONS ARISING UNDER IT. 

About the date of our last annual report some articles had found 
their way into the public prints regarding differences which had 
arisen in the Society, about the construction to be placed on some 
of the provisions of our charter. Perhaps an explanation of how 
this arose may not be out of place. 

The question raised was: Whether the words, " and their asso- 
ciates", used in the charter of 1849, conferred the power to elect 
others not named in the act, so that the number of members of the 
Society would be increased beyond the nineteen persons named? A 
portion of our members became convinced, after their attention had 
been called to it, that such power was not conferred, and that the 
act of 1856, creating an executive council of 25 members, was con- 
sequently inoperative. The survivors of the original corporators, 
six in number, and successors to the deceased, elected by them^ 
effected an organization in accordance with those views. Thus it 
came about that there were two organizations, each claiming to be 
the Minnesota Historical Society. As the only way to adjust such 
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a disagreement was by referring it to some court for a decision, the 
Legislature of 1878 ordered this to be done, and directed that the 
appropriation made at that session for the Society, should be paid 
only to the organization decided legal and proper by such court. 
(See clause 26, sec. 1, chap. 97, laws of 1878.) 

Very soon after this, the question was submitted to the Supreme 
Court of Minnesota, in t£e shape of a Quo Warranto^ directed to 
the corporators. The question was ably argued on both sides, and 
submitted to the court, which, on December 5th, filed a decision, 
that the original organization (of 1849) was the proper one, and 
that the one eflfected by the corporators in 1877, could not exercise 
the powers of the Society. The opinion in full is given in the ap- 
pendix to this report. 

It,is hoped that all parties concerned are now satisfied with the 
decision, and that it will set at rest all doubts regarding the legality 
of our organization. We have only to add, that the entire question 
was discussed, and the legal test effected, in an amicable and cordial 
spirit, and all parties were in the meantime working and contribu- 
ting for the common success of the Society, A newspaper discus- 
sion regarding the case at issue, carried on by two or three of the 
members, at one time became somewhat pungent, and may have 
been mistaken by the public for some real acrimony supposed to 
exist. Such was not the case. 

It may also not be out of place to add, that all expenses of test- 
ing the question in the courts were paid by subscription of the 
members, and not a cent of the funds appropriated by the State 
were used for that purpose, nor was the work of the Society retarded 
in any manner by the issues raised. 

CONCLUSION. 

In closing this report, the Historical Society can pardonably 
speak of the very successful condition in which it enters on the 
thirtieth year of its existence. It is a subject of congratulation, 
too, that so many of the original founders and organizers of the 
Society are still with us. Some of our most faithful and active 
members are those who have been working for the success of the 
Society during the whole twenty-nine years of its existence. 

And in view of the difl&culties under which we have labored dur- 
ing the earlier years of the Society, we may feel some pardonable 
pride in our present standing, and at the success we have compelled. 
Of the future, now that the imperfections of our organization have 
been happily cured, there is no doubt. It is with institutions as 
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with men — the world is ready to help the successful ones, though 
it would not have aided them when they really needed it. To par- 
aphrase a now trite saying, "the way to succeed is to succeed." We 
have demonstrated its truth. 

It might sometimes seem that we could have done more- But 
ours was a work that could not be hurried. *' Great libraries, " it 
has been said, " like oak forests, grow slowly, and cannot be hurried 
to maturity" — especially when nourished by scanty means. 

It has been observed that our connection with the Society is a 
trust. We have always regarded it as such, and in that view our 
eflforts have been expended to make it successful. Whether we have 
faithfully administered it as such, been prudent, economical and 
diligent, our works must show. While no human institution, man- 
aged by human men, is ever free from criticism, and none altogether 
escape the imputation of being fallible, we cannot but feel that we 
have been laborers in a good work, and submit it as it now stands, 
to our citizens who have laid the trust on us, as worthy of their 
continued aid, confidence and good will. 
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j^I>I>ENr>IX A.. 



DECISION OP THE SUPREME COURT, 



The State of Minnesota ex rel, the Attorney General, relator, tb. Henry H. Sib- 
ley etal., respondents. 

Substantially the claim of respondents, as set forth in their answer, is bafied 
upon the proposition that the corporation, which was created by the territorial act 
of October, 20, 1849, contains and can contain but nineteen members; and those 
the corporators therein named, and such others as have since or may hereafter be 
chosen by such body, to fill any vacancies in their number occasicyied by death or 
otherwise; and that the corporate body as thus constituted is rightfully entitled to 
the exclusive possession and enjoyment of all the rights, powers, privHeges and 
franchises which were conferred by that act. In support of this proposition it is 
claimed that the word "associates" in the first section of the charter is without 
meaning, as there used, and has no force or effect whatever. This claim is clearly 
repugnant to the general rule of construction which requires some effect to be 
given to every word or provision of a charter or statute whenever it can be done 
without violence to any other provision or to the general tenor and purpose of 
the enactment, as was said by Chief Justice Shaw in delivering the opinion of the 
court in Lechmere Bank vs. Boynton et al. 10 Cush. 380, "the term associates as 
^ often used in acts of incorporation is ambiguous. It may mean those who are 
already associated with the persons named, or those who may come iu after- 
wards." And the inquiry here, as it was then, is to ascertain in what sense the 
word is used in the particular charter under consideration. 

In determining this question it is admissable, if necessary, to consider any 
competent evidence aliunde the charter, in explanation of the ambiguity. * If a 
charter granted m terms to several persons thereia named and their associates, 
was in fact granted upon the joint request and application of those named and 
others associated with them in applying for it, it might reasonably be supposed 
that the legislature intended to embrace them all within the grant, and that the 
word associates was used to designate those of them not specially named in the 
charter. ,K, however, the grantees so named had no actual associates at the time, 
or if the charter was given by the legislature of its own motion and without so- 
lidtation or application from any one, the use of such term in the connection 
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here found might very properly be regarded as intended to apply to such persons 
as might become members of the corporation, upon and after its organization. 
And this latter is evidently the sense in which ihe term is used in the charter 
under consideration, for it is not claimed nor pretended that it was procured by 
or upon the request of the grantees therein designated by namo, or that it was 
founded upon any petition or application whatever. That the term as here used 
is not meaningless, as claimed by respondents, is further apparent from the lan- 
guage and the whole tenor of the act itself. It is first enacted ''that the nineteen 
persons therein designated and their associates be and they are hereby consti- 
tuted a body corporate and poHtic, by the name of the Minnesota Historical 
Society,'^ and then in proceeding to enumerate the special powers and franchises 
which are conferred, and how and by whom they shall be exercised, this significant 
language is used: "And by that name they (the corporators named and their as- 
sociates) and their successors shall be, and they are hereby made capable in law to 
contract and be contracted with, sue and be sued,'' etc. The legislature could 
scarcely have chosen more plain and unequivocal language in which to express an 
intention that the continuous artificial body it was about to create should consist 
of a membership comprising the grantees named in the charter, their associates 
and the successors of both these classes, instead of the successors of the original 
grantees alone, and that the powers and franchises vested in the corporation 
should belong to it as representing for the time being the entire body of its then ex- 
isting members of whatsoever class. The grantees so named in the act as the then 
sole possessors of the franchises, had of course the exclusive right of rejecting the 
charter or of accepting its provisions and organizing the corporation under it. 
When this latter was done, their functions as silch original, corporators merely 
were at an end. The society thereupon sprang into active life and being, as a 
distinct corporate entity, and became immediately possessed of all the rights, 
privilejjfes and franchises expressly conferred by the charter, and endowed with 
all such other incidental powers and attributes not prohibited by it. as belong, 
under such circumstances, to every private corporation aggregate. It had there- 
upon the right to admit new members at pleasure, for every such corporation 
possesses that incidental power when not restrained by its charter, and the char- 
ter in this instance contains no such restriction. Angell & Ames, on Corp. Sec. 
83. In the exercise of this as of every corpoiate power not regulated by some 
charter provision, it could provide general rules upon the subject in its by-laws, 
subject to alteration and amendment, prescribing the terms and conditions of 
membership, and the mode of admitting new members, or it could determine 
each case as it arose, according to its own pleasure, ** for in every case involving 
the exercise of a corporate power not otherwise regulated in the charter, the sole 
law of the corporation is the collective will of a majority of its members as ex- 
pressed while regularly acting together in a body in their organized capacity." 
The society in this instance, at its first organized meeting, and before the adop- 
tion of any by-laws, elected as its first president, for the term of three years, with- 
out objection so far os appears , an honored and distinguished citizen, who forth- 
with took upon himself the duties of the office, and thenceforth for the entire 
term continued to exercise its functions without question as to his right to do so. 
He has since been re-elected, and held the same office, and has always exercised 
and enjoyed the rights and borne the duties and responsibilities of a member. 
Yet it is now claimed that he has never been such in fact and law, for the reason 
that he was not one of the original corporators named in the charter, nor the 
lawful successor of one, and for the further reason that for a long time after the 
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adoption of the constitution and by-laws of the society he failed, through inad- 
vertence or otherwise, to sign the same, in accordance with a direction therein 
contained. Like objections are urged against the isserted legal rights of other 
parties to be considered members who, though admitted under and in pursuance 
of the by-laws, and constantly recognized and allowed to act as members of the 
society, in all its corporate transactions and doings for years, have, nevertheless, 
omitted likewise to comply with this requirement of the by-laws. The first of these 
objections, which applies also to all members who have been admitted under the 
by-laws of the society, has already been sufficientiy considered and held invalid, on 
the ground that the corporate right of admitting new members was vested in the 
corporation representing all its members, and not in the original nineteen and 
their successors alone. The other objection is equally untenable. The provision 
of the by-laws in question is simply directory.' A mere failure to comply with it, 
unintentionally, as was manifestly the fact here, if followed for years by an active 
participation in the corporate doings of the society without question from any one, 
will not invalidate a membei-ship thus asserted, acted upon and acquiesced in. 
The foundation of the right of membership is the mutual consent and agreement 
of the corporation and the party claiming or asserting it; and in all cases where 
this exists, and the fact of membership has been distinctly recognized and acted 
upon by both parties for years, the right exists, unless there is some specific pro- 
vision in the charter to the contrary. The election of a party to office whose 
duties can only be performed by a member of the corporation, and permitting 
him to enjoy and exercise its functions for a long period of time, unchallenged by 
any one, are corporate acts of the strongest character, evidencing an assent of the 
corporation to the admission of such party to all the rights and privileges of 
membership. Upon this branch of the case the conclusion is that the corporate 
body which was created by the original charter of October 20, 1849, consisted at 
the time the amendatory act of March 1, 1856, was passed, of the then remain- 
ing members of the corporation first namedin^the charter, and such of their then 
associates as had been theretofore admitted to membership by the society, 
according to its by-laws, or in any other lawful way. 

This brings us to the consideration of the question whether said act of 1856 
has been accepted in its entirety by the society as thus constituted. The act itself 
is silent upon* the subject of its acceptance. The original charter contains no 
provision regulating the manner in which the corporate right of consenting to 
amendments shall l)e exercised, nor providing for its exercise for and in behalf of 
the society by any body of its officers or any portion of its members. The right, 
therefore, resides in the corporation itself to be exercised by and through the 
collective body of all its members. A formal vote of acceptance by a majority of 
such body, duly convened for that purpose, would be an acceptance binding upon 
the corporation. But this mode of acceptance is not indippensible, when, as in 
the case before us, no statutory provision exists requiring it. It may be done by 
any corporate act which clearly recognizes the validity of the amendment, and 
necessarily presupposes an acceptance of its provisions and benefits by the corpo- 
ration; and if the new act grants additional powers and privileges to the com- 
pany of a beneficial character, an acceptance may be presumed upon slight 
evidence. These rules are too well settled upon principle and authority to require 
discussion, or admit of dispute. Angell & Ames on Corp., Sec. 83. Sons of 
Temp. vs. Brown, 11 Minn., 356. R. R. Co. vs. Smith, 47 Me., 34. Com. vs. 
Cullen, 13 Pa. st., 133. 
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That there has been an unqualified acceptance by the society in this case of all 
the provisions of the act of March 1, 1856, is beyond any reasonable controversy 
u{V)n the evidence before us. At a special meeting held soon after its passage, a 
resolution was adopted and spread upon the records of the society, declaring an 
acceptance in express terms, and that it would then proceed to the election of an 
executive council under its provisions, to take charge of the affairs of the corpo- 
ration, as was therein provided, and such council was there and then unanimously 
elected by the members there present. Conceding the irregularity and even the 
invalidity of these proceedings, as claimed by respondents on the ground that 
the requisite notice of such meeting had not been properly served upon all the 
members, it is clearly shown that their validity has remained unquestioned, and 
been distinctly and repeatedly recognized and acted upon by the society at vari- 
ous subsequent regular meetings and by various corporate acts for over twenty 
years. The entire admimstration of the affairs of the society for that whole 
period has been conducted by the executive council then chosen and ever since 
continued under the provisions of section two of the amendatory act, by the exer- 
cise on its part of the corporate powers of the society and by the selection of its 
agents and officers, as therein provided, and this without any protest whatever 
from any one until quite recently. The additional privileges and powers granted 
by that act have also been used by the society in acquiring and holding exempt 
from taxation a large amount of real and personal property in excess of the limit 
prescribed by the original charter. Under these circumstances there would seem 
to be no ground for any serious controversy on the question of acceptance. 

For the reasons above stated the court awards judgment of ouster against 
the respondents. 

CORNELL, J. 

Note. — Associate Justice Berrj' took no part in this case. 
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j^PI>EISIX)IX B 



LIST OP DONORS. 

I. FROM INDIVIDUALS. 

Books. Pamphlets. 

Hon. Charles Francis Adams, Boston 2 

Dr. C. H. Boardman, St. Paul 1 

Josiah Boothby, Australia 1 

Rev. C. D. Bradlee, Boston 10 

R. A. Brock, Richmond, Va 3 

C. P. Chapman, Mankato 1 

Robert Clarke & Co. Cincinnati • 1 

Charles H. Clark, Minneapolis 1 

Howard H. Cleveland, St. Paul : 1 

P. Cudmore, Le Sueur 1 

Hon. C. K. Davis, St. Paul 1 

Rev. M. McG. Dana, St. Paul 4 

Franklin B. Dexter, Librarian, Yale College 2 

Danl S. Durrie, Madison, Wis 1 

Dr. Samuel A. Green, Boston 61 

Geo. A. Hamilton, St. Paul 6 13 

C. L. Hall, St. Paul 1 

Joseph Jackson Howard, L L. D. London 12 

Victor Hjortsberg, St. Paul 6 

Hon. John S. Irerens, St. Paul 1 

Chas. W. Johnson, Minneapolis 1 

Gen. R. W. Johnson, St. Paul 1 

R. C. Judson, Farmmgton 1 

Dr. Geo. H. Keitli, Minneapolis 1 

Wm. H. Kelly, St. Paul.. 8 

Frederick, Kidder, Boston 1 

M. D. Kiifyon, St. Paul 1 

Rev. D. B. Knickerbacker, Minneapolis 1 

Hon. John Jay Knox, Washington 2 

Gen. Wm. G. Le Due, Washington 10 1 

L. P. Lee, New Britain, Conn 1 

Hon. John Blair Linn, Harrisburg, Pa 1 

Manton Marble, New York 1 

C. M. McCarthy, St. Paul 2 

Hon. S. J. R. McMillan, St. Paul 16 

Charles E. Mayo, St. Paul 9 10 

Prof. A. C. Morey, Winona, 1 

Frank J. Mead, Minneapolis 1 

Joel Munsell, Albany, N. Y 13 

Rev. E. D. Neill, Minneapolis 1 
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T, M. Newson, St. Paul 1 

Gen. W. H. Parsons, New York 1 

S. W. Pennypacker, Philadelphia 1 

Hon. H. M. Rice, St. Paul 11 

Col. D. A. Robertson, St. Paul 45 

Gen. H. H. Sibley. St Paul 2 

James Shoemaker, Mankato 1 

Hon. A. Q. Smith, Litchfield 1 

Isaac Smucker, Newark, 2 

Dr. J.H. Stewart, St. Paul 14 

•Thos. J. Suddard, Chicago 1 

Rev. J. W. Strong, D. D., Northfield 9 

Col. Wm. H. Taylor, St. Paul 1 

Rev. J. F.Tuttle, Crawfordsville, Ind 6 34 

Allen Whitman, St. Paul 17 

D. R. Whitney, Boston 1 

A. H. Wilder, St. Paul 1 

J, Fletcher Williams, St. Paul ^ 28 1 

II. SOCIETIES AND INSTITUTIONS. 

American Antiquarian Society 2 

American Congressional Association 1 

Astor Library 1 

Bureau of Education 3 

Boston Public Library 1 

Bunker Hill Monument Association 2 

Chicago Historical Society 5 80 

Commonwealth of Mass 1 

Davenport Academy of Natural Science 1 

Delaware Historical Society 10 

Department of the Interior 57 1 

Department of Agriculture v 2 

District Historical Society, Ohio 2 

Essex Institute " 8 

Engineer Department, U. S. A 3 

Free Public Library, Worcester, Mass 1 

Georgia Historical Society 1 

Harvard College Library 1 

Historical Society of Pa 1 

Iowa Historical Society 1 

Kansas Historical Society 7 H 

Library Co. of Philadelphia 1 

Library of Congress 3 

Long Island Historical Society 2 

Maryland Historical Society 3 

Mercantile Library Association, N. T 1 

Massachusetts Historical Society 3 

Massachusetts Horticultural Society 3 

Minnesota Academy of Natural Science, Minneapolii 2 

New England Historic Genealogical Society 1 1 

New England Society of Orange, N. Y 1 

New Jersey Historical Society 1 

New York State Library 1 

Peabody Educational Fund 1 

Peabody Institute, Baltimore 1 

Peabody Museum of Archaeology, Cambridge 1 

Public School Library St. Louis 1 

Rhode Island Historical Society 2 

Rollins Publishing Co. Chicago 1 

Secretary of War 2 

Sail Francisco Librarv Association j,, 1 

Surveyor General of Canada 2 



